
Three 50th Anniversary Educational 
Foundation Recipients from Florida

Dr. Elsie D. Gross, Chair
DKG Education Foundation

Board of Trustees

We are pleased that three members from 
Florida have each received a 50th Anniver-
sary Award from DKG’s Educational Foun-
dation in the amount of $1,000 to enhance 
their professional expertise. Please join me 

in congratulating the 
following Mu State members:

1. Lori Howard of Beta Nu Chapter in 
Okeechobee, Florida, plans to use her 
award to fund Building Oral Language 
Skills in K-1 Students in a Title I School - A 
Year of Shel Silverstein. 

2. Sharon Wallen of 
Pi Chapter in North 

Miami Beach, Florida, plans to use her award 
to fund Global Learning by Participating in a 
Students Convention. Sharon is an National 
Board Certified Educator in the Miami Dade 
School District.

  
3. Patty Walker of Beta Eta 
Chapter in Celebration, Flor-
ida, plans to use her award 
to fund LINKS-Love In New 
Kinds of States. Patty, a fifth grade math and 
science teacher at Bellalago Academy, previ-
ously was named Osceola School District’s 2011 
Teacher of the Year.

Please help us encourage educators, both 
members and non-members, who need professional develop-
ment assistance to check the international website for the Lucile 
Cornetet Award information or project funds to help meet those 
needs. 
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MU STATE OFFICERS
2013 - 2015

President 
Merle Jones

1973 Cane Mill Road
Chipley, FL 32428
850- 638-1280

850-326- 0604 cell
msjjones95@hotmail.com

First Vice President
Gerry Hacker

1216 Cordoba Court
Dunedin, FL 34698

727.742.0325
pianosteel@hotmail.com

Second Vice President
Carol Ann Casey

2211 NW 103rd Ave.
Pembroke Pines, FL 33026

954-437-4468
954-562-8948 cell

caseyca@bellsouth.net

Recording Secretary
Dr. Nancy Henning

2903 Cross Creek Circle 
Tallahassee, FL 32301

850-878-7479
850-510-2631 cell

the_hennings@yahoo.com

Corresponding Secretary
Dr. Peg Dunn-Snow

3312 SW 51st St
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312

305-542-4033 cell
pegdunnsnow@bellsouth.net

Parliamentarian
Fay Murphy

5932 Java Plum Lane
Bradenton, FL 34203

941-758-5140
FayMurph@aol.com

Immediate Past State President
Carrie Frye 

212 Hammock Oak Circle
DeBary, FL 32713

386.668.4409
cfrye@att.net 

Update Email Address 
at International

There are still members 
whose names and email 
addresses have not been 
sent to international. 

Chapter presidents were 
given a list of the members in 
each chapter who have not 
submitted an email address. 
Help us by updating it for 
your chapter!

Help us continue to save 
money on printing and 
mailing the Florida Rays. 
Send your name, identifica-
tion number, and e-mail
address to lindad@dkg.org

 Chapter President
A Form 6, Report of the 
Death of a Delta Kappa 
Gamma member, is to be 
prepared by the chapter 
president immediately upon 
the death of a member.  A 
copy is to be sent to each of 
the following:

Membership Services 
Administration 
P.O. Box 1589

Austin, TX 78767-1589 
or email: mem@dkg.org 

Mu State Treasurer 
Beverly Stagg

bastagg@hotmail.com

Mu State Necrology
Ruth McCrary, Chair 

P.O. Box 534
Chipley, FL, 32428

or email: 
ruthandjub@att.net 

 Related Personnel
Executive Secretary

Judith Mix
2267 SW 16th Street

Okeechobee, FL 34974
863.763.2675

mixjutom@embarqmail.com

Treasurer
Beverly Stagg

7407 Lillie Lane
Pensacola, FL 32526 

850-944-3302
bastagg@hotmail.com

Editor
Bonnie S. Kelley
531 Hadley Drive

Palm Harbor, FL 34683
727-786-1959

KelleyBpcsb@gmail.com

Webmaster
Dr. Peg Dunn-Snow

3312 SW 51st. Street
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33312

305.542.4033
pegdunnsnow@bellsouth.net



Sharing Our Vision – Strengthening Our Society

Merle’s Missive

“Sharing Our Vision”
In the Winter Issue of The Rays, we looked at some ways of “Sharing Our 
Vision.” Let us continue our theme for this biennium with some ideas for 
“Strengthening Our Society.” 

First, think about your chapter.  Is your chapter a viable chapter with twelve or 
more members?  

Do you: 
 Hold four to six well-planned meetings per year?  
 Have open meetings and activities that are of interest to chapter members and         
 non-members?  
 Invite non-members to your meetings?  
 Have projects that actively engage members?
 Communicate with members in a variety of ways?
 Engage your members in planning/presenting programs?
 Plan for fellowship at each meeting?
 Have a Strategic Action Plan?
 Emphasize the Society’s mission, purposes, and history?
  Publicize your chapter’s activities?
 Implement initiation and installation ceremonies?
 Inform your members of the benefits and services that are offered to members of     
  the Society that are not available elsewhere?
 Present orientation and reorientation programs?

If you can answer “yes” to all of the above, you have a healthy and thriving chapter. Drs. Jensi 
Souders and Helen Popovich conducted a study in 2008 in which more than 1200 chapters par-
ticipated. It was concluded that successful chapters repeat certain practices including most of the 
practices questioned above.

Without chapters, there would be no state organization and, therefore, no International Society.  
What can chapters do to “Strengthen Our Society”? Chapters can implement practices that include 
all of the above with special attention to those areas that are pertinent to your specific community.  
We need to emphasize orientation, reorientation, reinstatement, revitalization, and planning. Look 
for more on these topics in the next edition of The Florida Rays.

We encourage you to attend your respective district meetings. There are high-quality, interesting 
workshops for all members and important training scheduled for chapter presidents, treasurers, and 
committee chairmen. District and state meetings are avenues to enrich your knowledge of the Soci-
ety’s mission and purposes.
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be there for us as chapter 
members and leaders.

Email addresses are very 
important. If your email 
changes, please let me 
know. I will pass the informa-
tion on to appropriate plac-
es. This is how we are able 
to have contact with most 
of our members. It is much 
faster than snail mail and is 
much cheaper, so we all win.

Mu State 
Headquarters Sold

Carrie Frye, 
Immediate Past Mu State 

President
Personnel Committee Chair

cfrye@att.net

Shortly after 12:00 noon on 
Tuesday, February 04, 2014, 
the sale of Mu State Headquar-
ters property was finalized. The 
net to Mu State is $129,001.33 
cash plus a separate check 
from buyer for a few pieces of 
furniture for $250.00 for a total 
of $129,251.33 which is being 
sent to State Treasurer Beverly 
Stagg. All Mu State Headquar-
ters bills are paid and Beverly 
Stagg is in the process of termi-
nating all services to headquar-
ters. I have contacted the City 
of Deland billing to affirm that 
water billing is transferred to 
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From the Executive 
Secretary’s Desk

Judith Mix
Executive Director

mixjutom@embarqmail.com

Have you heard the name 
“Emma” lately? I have re-
cently attended showers for 
three baby girls, and they 
are all named Emma. In 
attendance at each of the 
showers were the proud 
mothers, family members, 
and friends, so I knew these 
babies were going to be 
loved and encouraged – 
from their smiles, first steps, 
and on into adulthood. When 
they begin their careers, if 
they are in education; I hope 
there will be DKG members 
to encourage them as they 
take their first steps in an ex-
citing career. Take a look at 
what your chapter is doing to 
guide beginning teachers in 
your area. Do they know you 
have members willing to help 
them? Have you invited them 
to your chapter meetings? 
Have you visited with them 
and offered your support and 
asked how you could help 
them? These beginning edu-
cators are the leaders of our 
chapters in the future. Now 
is the time to be there for 
them. In the future, they will 

the new owner as of February 
5, and I was assured that will 
take place. Beverly Stagg 
is also seeking refunds from 
those services for which we 
had to pay annually or quarter-
ly, such as insurance, etc.

All of our Mu State archival 
materials are safely and neatly 
stored in a climate controlled 
unit at U-Haul Storage in 
Orange City. This unit is only 
two years old, very clean, and 
has enough lighting and large 
enough working space to com-
fortably file and research any 
Mu State materials. 

I must admit that this was an 
arduous task. Bill and I put in 
many hours packing, cleaning, 
etc. If you have ever moved, 
you know what it is like. Donna 
Heald drove down from Talla-
hassee to assist on Saturday, 
Sunday and until noon on 
Monday. What a God-send! 
Kris Sternberg was a big help 
on Sunday also. I am most 
grateful to them both. 

This is a sad day for some Mu 
State members, but financially 
we have made a very import-
ant and a most wise decision. 
Inspectors found problems 
that could cost us far too much 
to resolve not to mention an 
enormous amount of time to 
find solutions. There is no justi-
fication for maintaining a costly 
property which was not being 
used. The most difficult part for 
me was letting go of things that 
we knew were very important 
to someone at one time.



Shirley Mae Larson
Beta Lambda
March 6, 2014

Lenora Lawrence
Alpha Kappa
July 28, 2013

Judith S. Macy
Alpha Pi

December 4, 2013

Jacqueline McCormick
   Gamma Upsilon
September, 2013

Opal G. Menius
Alpha Pi

October, 2013

Yvonne Rice 
(pictured above)

Rho
February 21, 2014

Frances M. Sanders
Gamma Theta
June 11, 2013

Martha Strickland
Delta Delta

December 2, 2013

Wynne Wells
Alpha Phi

May 30, 2013

Michelle Wild
Alpha Delta

October 31, 2013

Leadership in Action

Sharon Lasseter
sjlasseter@tds.net

The Leadership Development 
Committee met September 20- 
21, 2013 at the Mu State Fall 
Workshop in Lake Mary. Chair-
man Ann Lumsden presided as  
committee members shared ideas 
and made plans for the Jesslyn 
McBride Mu State Leadership/
Growth Seminar, which will be 
held at the Lake Mary Marriott 
Hotel June 22 - 25, 2014.

This biennium the Leadership 
Development Committee will 
provide workshops at all district 
meetings to offer a sample of 
what attendees can expect at the 
Seminar in June. The following 
Leadership Development Com-
mittee members for 2013 - 2015 
will make presentations and help 
run the Seminar:  Ann Lums-
den,  Mu State President Merle 
Jones, Angie Williams, Rose 
Ann Verheyen, Jane Teuton, 
Carleen Spano, Judith Mix, Pat 
Litterick, Stephany Eley, and 
Sharon Lasseter.  Carrie Frye, 
Joan Lutton, and Missy Jones 
will also present.

The Jesslyn McBride Mu State 
Leadership/Growth Seminar is a 
wonderful opportunity for DKG 
members of all ages to strength-
en their leadership skills and their 
professionalism.  Applications are 
available on line.  If you missed 
the March 1, 2014, deadline, you 
can apply now and get your name 
on the alternates list.
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In Memoriam

                                            
Marilyn Berchelli

  Gamma Beta
May 3, 2013

Mildred E. Bruner
   Gamma Theta

 November 11, 2013

Susan Butler
  Alpha Tau

August 24, 2013

Linda Blanton Edison
Beta Mu

June 1, 2013

Cassandra Etgeton
Gamma Zeta
May 8, 2013

Baynor Elston
Gamma Delta

February 17, 2014

Cornelia Gibson
 Alpha Tau

October 2, 2013

Nell Hardage
Alpha Omega

January 2, 2014
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Calling All Singers
And Instrumentalists

You are needed to participate in the 
Chorus at the Mu State Convention 
on April 15 - 19, 2015. This will be 
the 80th birthday of Mu State, so we 
need you to help make the music 
special. To order enough music 
needed for everyone, please respond 
early. Complete the form below and 
send it to Roxanne’s new address or 
email to:

Roxanne G. Berger
783 East Dorchester Drive
St. Johns, Florida, 32259 

or email:
roxanne.berger45@gmail.com

Name:
______________________________

Address:
______________________________

City:
 _____________________________  

Zip: __________________________

Phone Number:  
______________________________
          
Email:  
______________________________

Voice Part:  
___  ___Soprano  
______2nd Soprano  
______Alto

Instrument: 

______________________________ 
Thanks for your participation!

Call For Workshops:  Mu State Fall Workshop 
September 19-20, 2014

Lake Mary Marriott
Lake Mary, FL

I get excited every time I see our Mu State members sharing 
their talents, ideas, and knowledge with their DKG sisters. We 
are looking for and need your help to provide a variety of work-
shop venues:  decorating, crafts, technology, art, music, dancing, 
nutrition, workout techniques, cooking, training and information 
sessions from Mu State Committees.  What would you like to 
share?

Please send your application no later than June 30, 2014 to:

Gerry B. Hacker
1st Vice-President Mu State

Pianosteel@hotmail.com
727-742-0325

     Workshop Proposal Form
(Also available on teh Mu State website)

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________
_

Email: ______________________________________________

Best time to reach me:__________________________________

Presenter(s): _________________________________________

Workshop Title: _______________________________________

Brief Description of Workshop: ___________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Equipment Needed, if any 
(We prefer that presenters bring their own equipment.)

  _____ LCD W/Sound    _____ Screen

Room Setup:   _____ Classroom W/Tables _____ Theater Style

Availability of Presenting: _____ Friday _____ Saturday

         _____ Both _____ Neither
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for
Media Friend of Education             

Legislative Friend of Education 

These are Mu State’s new 
awards established during the 
2011-2013 biennium. They may 
be awarded to local or statewide 
individuals or groups. See the 
Mu State website for guidelines 
and criteria. Start looking now 
and submit recommendations to:  

Barbara Van Diepen, Chair
Awards Chairman

2400 St. Andrews Road
Hollywood, FL  33021

Deadline for submission is Janu-
ary 15, 2015. Observe what 
happens in the legislature and in 
the news media. Is there a 
particular media person and/
or legislative member who has 
walked the extra mile in support 
of children and education? Sub-
mit recommendations for either 
one or both of these awards.

Be On the Lookout 
(BOLO)

Strategic Action 
Planning (SAP)

           

Gerry Hacker, Chair
Pianosteel@hotmail.com

The SAP is rising in Mu State!
Having a Strategic Action Plan-
ning Committee is an import-
ant part of the work of every 
chapter and the entire Delta 
Kappa Gamma organization.  
Mu State is making progress in 
their endeavor for every chap-
ter to form a Strategic Action 
Planning Committee. 

Our Mu State Committees are 
available for help and assis-
tance, and they are listed in the 
Mu State Yellow Pages. They 
are most willing to share their 
SAP information as are mem-
bers of the Mu State Strategic 
Action Planning Committee.

It is important to begin with 
one or two areas where you 
develop reachable goals for 
your chapter. Nothing is more 
exciting than achieving goals 
because everyone enjoys SUC-
CESS.  

Involve your entire chapter. 
Ask your members to become 
involved and share their ideas 
and ways to succeed with each 
other. All of us have had experi-
ences and thoughts that lead to 
achieving great things.

Thought for the Day: 
 
Take time at each of your chap-
ter meetings to discuss ideas, 

achievements, etc. that relate 
to your Strategic Action Plan.
I am excited to see the prog-
ress that Mu State Committees 
and Chapters have and are 
making with Strategic Action 
Plans. 

Congratulations to the following 
chapters that have submitted their 
strategic action plans to the Mu 
State SAP Committee: 

Alpha Kappa                            
Alpha Omega

Beta Chi
Beta Eta

Beta Lambda
Beta Nu

Beta Upsilon
Delta Kappa

Gamma Kappa
Gamma Lambda
Gamma Omicron

Mu
Pi

Rho
Theta

Xi

We look forward to receiving SAP 
plans from all the Mu State Chap-
ters—We  need your help to have 
100% participation. 

Chapters submitting their 
plans will receive a special 
Certificate of Achievement 
at the Mu State Convention.



Bylaws Committee 
Provides Service 

to Chapters

Ruth Pridgen, Chair
Bylaws Committee
repridgen@aol.com

Chapter Rules that are clear 
on the goals and practices 
of a particular chapter are 
invaluable. They are helpful 
in involving new members 
right away. When new offi-
cers are elected, there will 
be no mystery as to duties 
and procedures that will be 
expected. You may find more 
members are willing to take 
on leadership roles. Check 
out the Bylaws link on the Mu 
State website for copies of the 
Guidelines for Chapter Rules 
and the Checklist, or you may 
request them from a com-
mittee member. The Bylaws 
Committee is urging chapters 
to send their Chapter Rules 
to the committee by email or 
bring them to a District Meet-
ing for review and feedback. 
Don’t miss out on this oppor-
tunity for this help to strength-
en your chapter organization.

Did you know that you can 
participate in the amending of 
The International Constitution 
at the DKG international Con-
vention in Indianapolis July 

28-August 1? Proposed amend-
ments will be published in the 
DKG News in the March/April 
Issue for your consideration. All 
members in attendance have a 
vote, so don’t miss it!

Speaking of amending docu-
ments, committees, chapters, 
coordinating councils and 
members are all eligible to pro-
pose changes to the Mu State 
Bylaws and Standing Rules. We 
invite you to review our current 
Bylaws and Standing Rules 
and propose any change that 
you think would strengthen Mu 
State organization. The form 
for proposing an amendment is 
available on the website, along 
with a copy of the current by-
laws and standing rules. These 
proposals will be reviewed 
written up and published in 
The Florida Rays so all can be 
informed. At the April 2015 Mu 
State Convention, all members 
present will be able to discuss 
and vote on these proposed 
amendments.
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Reflections From An 
Outgoing President

Evelyn S. Cox, President
Delta Mu Chapter

coxevelyn@msn.com  
 

 At the Southeast Regional 
meeting last July, I was intro-
duced to the book Exit: The 
Endings That Set Us Free by 
Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot. It was 
the DKG award recipient for 
2013. I bought the book, read 
it, thought it was quite good and 
then more or less forgot about 
it. 

In a nutshell, the book tells a 
series of stories of people who 
have experienced the ending of 
their life up to a point and their 
new, and better, life afterward. 
The author cited examples of 

the big changes in our lives 
that end one chapter and begin 
another. Yet she also tells of 
the many smaller, less “signif-
icant” endings we also expe-
rience and how we adapt to 
these changes. 

Exits or endings that have 
come to my mind recently are 
the Winter Olympics, a wed-
ding, an upcoming retirement 
and a change of leaders. For 
some of the Olympians, their 
careers are over; for others 
there will be four more years of 
training and a chance to again 
be part of that elite group of 
athletes. Endings. 

For Delta Mu member Steph-
anie Wade, the wedding of 
her son Remington last Sat-
urday was an ending as she 
surrendered her baby to an-
other woman. An ending, yet 
a beginning of a relationship 
with another daughter-in-law 
and a new branch of the family. 
Endings. 

A good friend and Delta Mu 
member Rhonda Pridgeon is 
retiring from education in the 
Gulf County Schools in June. 
She has had several different 
teaching assignments, each 
of which she has performed 
exceedingly well. Retirement 
doesn’t look very exciting to her 
now, yet it may indeed prove 
to be the best years of her life. 
Endings. 

Delta Mu will soon have new 
leadership. My term is com-
ing to an end and Incoming 
President Patricia Sugg’s 
is just beginning. Endings 
aren’t within themselves bad 
or negative. Most, in fact, are 
the opposite. I urge you all to 
help Pat make her biennium as 
chapter president an excellent 
new beginning in the Delta Mu 
story. Endings.



Communication 
and Publicity

Elizabeth Youngs, Chair
eteacher820@aol.com

(321) 956-9893

All chapter presidents are re-
quested to send copies of each 
chapter newsletter to their re-
spective district director, Com-
munication Committee Chair 
Elizabeth Youngs, Florida Rays 
Editor Bonnie Kelley and State 
President Merle Jones. Chapter 
presidents are encouraged to 
keep chapter websites updated 
and, if a chapter does not have 
a website, to work toward es-
tablishing one as soon as possi-
ble. A master calendar for each 
district can be found on the Mu 
State website on which all chap-
ter presidents are asked to post 
dates of meetings. In addition to 
being a good resource for chap-
ter members, it is most helpful 
to our state president and other 
officers in making plans to visit 
chapters.

Chapter presidents are asked to 
share chapter news and mem-
ber accomplishment news such 
as promotions and honors with 
State Editor Bonnie Kelley for 
publication in our state newsletter 
Florida Rays. 

All members should be listed in 
our updated directory. Chapter 
presidents can forward current 
contact information for members 
to Peggy Dubose at dubosepeg-
gy@hotmail.com.

Criteria has been established for 
the Mu State Chapter Commu-
nications Award given at the Mu 
State Convention. That criteria 
will be posted on our website and 
will be forwarded to all new dis-
trict directors and chapter presi-
dents. It will also be available in 
print form at the September 2014 
Fall Executive Board Meeting. 

Strategies for Improving Publicity

Dr. Peg Dunne-Snow, Mu State Webmaster

1.  Work with local school boards and secure a place on the 
agenda during their annual awards and scholarship meeting 
to present a DKG chapter or district scholarship to a deserving 
graduating senior.

2.  Identify schools in a district that have no members on the 
faculty who are Society members. Create snack baskets and 
place them in faculty lounges with DKG brochures.

3.  Notify principals and/or superintendents in writing when one 
of their teachers has been initiated into the Society. Member-
ship Announcement Cards can be ordered through the DKG 
Store.

4.  Volunteer to be a guest speaker and give a program about 
the Society at local community meetings such as Women’s 
Clubs, Service Clubs, or Chamber of Commerce meetings.

5.  Create trifold posters with DKG brochures and place them in 
public places such as public libraries.

6.  Leave Society brochures at your doctors’ and dentist’s offic-
es.

7.  Establish chapter, district or state media awards to be pre-
sented at chapter, district or state meetings.

8.  Use DKG templates for press releases and submit to 
community newsletters. The templates can be found at the 
following links: https://www.dkg.org/content/press-release-
form-template and  https://www.dkg.org/content/press-re-
lease-form-chapter-presidents.

9.  Use DKG template for Chapter brochures https://www.dkg.
org/content/chapter-brochure-template and leave them with 
International brochures in public places or doctor or dentist 
offices.

10.  Present a program of interest on an educational topic as 
representatives of the Society for special interest groups such 
as Parents of Children with Disabilities or Early Childhood 
Education.

11.  Present a program of interest on an educational topic for 
teacher groups and offer continuing education credits.

12.  Place one of the official DKG trademarked logos (like 
the one at the top of this page or ) on print materials such as 
advertisements for public activities the chapter/state is spon-
soring. Only logos currently on the international website at this 
location https://www.dkg.org/category/library/logos should be 
used since we are trying to create a recognized brand for DKG.
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Elevator Speeches
Below are examples of elevator speeches 
members could use in various situations 

to answer the question, 
“What is Delta Kappa Gamma?”

  
We are an honor society of approximately 90,000 women ed-
ucators in 18 countries. Our members represent all levels of 
education from preschool teacher to college professors to su-
perintendents of school districts. We provide professional and 
personal growth opportunities for members, support educational 
legislation, recognize outstanding women, and provide numerous 
leadership training and opportunities.

We work with the Fulbright organization to bring promising wom-
en from developing countries to do advanced studies at univer-
sities in the United States and Canada. One of our international 
projects is working with UNICEF to build and rehabilitate schools 
in countries in Africa. The other is support for early career educa-
tors- retaining quality teachers.

As members, we have the opportunity to participate in lifelong 
learning opportunities, write for juried publications, receive schol-
arships for advanced study, and network with other educators 
across the world. We are risk takers who delight in the challenge 
of implementing new ideas.

We are an eighty-five year old international honor society of 
approximately 90,000 key women educators in 18 countries. Our 
goal is to promote professional and personal development of our 
members and to support excellence in education. We offer more 
leadership training opportunities for women educators than any 
other professional organization.  

2012-2014 
International 

Golden Gift Fund 

Dr. Vicki Tigert Davis, 
DKG Committee Chair

The Golden Gift Fund Com-
mittee proudly announces 
that Roxanne G. Berger 
and Gerry Hacker of Flori-
da State Organization have 
been selected as two of thirty 
(30) Delta Kappa Gamma 
members to participate in the 
2014 Golden Gift Leadership 
Management Seminar. This 
two-week program will be held 
at the McCombs School of 
Business, The University of 
Texas at Austin, June 28-July 
11, 2014.

Founders’ Day

Chapters are encouraged 
to remember and honor the 
vision of the twelve Founders 
with appropriate observa-
tions on the occasion of the 
anniversary of the founding 
of the Society. Members may 
use resources and programs 
available on the DKG website 
at www.dkg.org

The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International was 
founded May 11, 1929, at the 
Faculty Women’s Club at The 
University of Texas in Austin, 
Texas.     

Dr. Annie Webb Blanton
Miss Mamie Sue Bastian

Miss Ruby Cole
Miss Mabel Grizzard 

Dr. Anna Hiss
Miss Ray King
Miss Sue King

Dr. Helen L. Koch
Mrs. Ruby Terrill Lomax

Dr. Cora Martin
Mrs. Lalla M. Odom



DISTRICT VI
The theme for our District VI 
meeting was “Sharing Our Vision 
at the Greatest Show on Earth.” 
District VI was awash with 
clowns, ringmasters and circus 
dressed members as they ar-
rived in costume for the biennial 
meeting on February 22. The 
theme reflects Venice’s well-
known past as the “Home of the 
Ringling Circus.” The auditorium 
was decorated with balloons, and 
the smell of fresh popcorn and 
cotton candy wafted through-
out the room. District Director 
Kathy Avery led the program 
as the ringmaster, keeping us 
on time and eager to enjoy the 
workshops.

Lou Burns, Ann Lumsden, 
Merle Jones, and Carrie Frye.

Mu State President Merle 
Jones was decked out as a 
ringmaster and delivered an 
inspiring message to District VI 
members. We were treated to a 
boxed lunch, and members of 
the Sailor Circus entertained with 
juggling and acrobat acts. Bas-
kets of all kinds were brought by 
chapters and raffled off for World 
Fellowship, Educational Founda-
tion, and Emergency Fund. 
There were 104 members in 
attendance, and $1,000 was 
raised by the Chinese Auction. 
Norma Hardin Bond of Gamma 
Phi was elected as the new 
district director, and Joanne 
Higgins was elected to serve on 
the state nominations committee.
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District I
The District I Meeting was 
held at Wakulla Middle School 
on February 8 with almost 80 
members in attendance. It was 
one of the best ever held in our 
district! Director Sandy Byars 
did an outstanding job of orga-
nizing a day full of information, 
ceremony, fun, and delicious 
food. Mu State officers present-
ed updates on their committees. 

Entertainment and an inspira-
tional speaker were enjoyed 
during the luncheon. Many 
interesting workshops were 
provided including Tai Chi, 
glass etching (pictured below), 

Educational Excellence, NASA 
Micro GX Experience, Technol-
ogy for the classroom, Creating 
Mu State Websites, Leadership 
and Membership. Also, specific 
workshops targeted the needs 
of incoming treasurers and 
presidents. 

The baskets prepared by each 
chapter were quite varied and 
all beautiful. The basket raf-
fle raised about $700. Money 
from the raffle and leftover after 
expenses are clear will go to 
several of Mu State’s many 
worthwhile projects. Melissa 
“Missy” Cumbie from Delta Kap-
pa Chapter was elected as the 
new District I Director, and she 
will have to work hard to top this 
meeting!

Update on Mu State District Meetings
District III

District III Meeting held on 
March 8th registered and 
served 112 sisters. The theme 
"Preparing for the Future; 
Enjoying the Journey" echoed 
throughout the meeting be-
ginning with name tags and 
programs depicting the theme 
onto the international cuisine 
served at a buffet lunch.  Along 
the way, there were several 
inspirational, informational, and 
entertaining workshops.

The next 
District III 
Director, 
Bonnie 
Ignico of 
Mu, was 
introduced 
and will 
begin her 
tenure July 

1. Included in Bonnie's group 
were several members who 
helped with hospitality during 
the day. Other members con-
tributed- Beta Omega with the 
basket raffle, Cindy Tehan with 
signage and Marcia Jones and 
Christine Swank who helped 
with inspirational piano music 
to begin the meeting and travel. 
There was a great deal of 
collaboration within and among 
the District III chapters, com-
pleting an interesting day. 

Perhaps 
the high-
light of the 
luncheon 
was Dr. 
Susan 
Macma-
nus' talk 
on "The 
Growing 
Clout of 
Women in 
Politics.”



Mu State Fall Workshop/Executive Board
September 19 - 20, 2014 at Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Registration Form

Please print or type one name per form:
Name: ___________________________________________________

Chapter: __________________________District: _______
Address: ______________________________________________ 

City:__________________________ Zip: _________
Phone: (           ) _______________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________

Please check all that apply:
____  Member       ____  First time attending a state meeting     ____  District Director 
____  Current Chapter President           ____  Past State President  
____  State Officer or Related Personnel: (_____________________________) 
____  State Committee Chairman: (Name of Committee) __________________
____  Special dietary needs: (please indicate) ___________________________

Make check payable to:  Delta Kappa Gamma
Pre-Registration (Includes Luncheon)   $50.00 _______           
Full Registration (Postmarked after August 31, 2014) $60.00 _______                                  
Social Hour (Dessert and Coffee) ______Please check if you plan to attend.
Check #____________________________

Send to:  Pat Eckstein
6939 Sylvan Woods Drive

Sanford, FL 32771
Phone: 407-947-0824                                                                                 

e-mail: pateckstein@yahoo.com
_____________________________________________________
Unless you indicate below, your attendance at this meeting gives 

permission for your photo and contact information (if needed) to be used in the Florida Rays or any 
DKG publication.

___No, I do not want my photo or contact information used in Florida Rays or any DKG publication.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Directions from turnpike:
Take I-4 exit, EXIT 259 Orlando/Tampa

Merge onto I-4E toward Downtown Orlando
Take CR-46A exit, EXIT 101A toward Sanford/Heathrow

Turn left onto HE Thomas Jr. Pkwy. CR-46A West
Turn left onto International Pkwy.

Turn left onto Heathrow Center Lane

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary                          Group Reservation
1501 International Parkway                            The DKG Society International

Lake Mary, Florida 32746                              September 19-20, 2014
Phone:  407-995-1100 or 800-380-7724

Rates: Single-$109.00     Double- $109.00      Triple - $109.00 Quad - $109.00 
Rooms rates will also include an 11% tax.  Check in Time: 4:00 p.m.

  
Members are responsible for making their own reservation guaranteed with first night’s deposit or 

major redit card. Please specify the group name to receive the group rate.
Reservations must be received at the hotel by September 5, 2014.

Any reservations after that date will be subject to availability.
Refund Policy: Cancellations, no shows, or early departures without 24 hour advance notice will 

result in forfeiture of one night’s deposit, or a charge of one night’s stay, to your credit card.
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Recommended 
Reading

Ruth Pridgen, 
Contributor

 
I recently read a wonderful 
book that was inspirational 
and encouraging with ideas for 
reversing our loss of mem-
bers. Since reading it, I find 
myself in many conversations 
with other DKG members and 
socially with professionals in 
various associations. The con-
sensus is that these ideas can 
provide the answers we need. 
The End of Membership 
as We Know It is by Sarah 
L.Sladek is available on the 
Kindle and in print copy.
 
Many of us have stressed over 
the steady decline in DKG 
membership within recent 
years, and we  have watched 
other associations experience 
the same. If your chapter is 
facing this situation, this book 
is heartily recommended. Ms 
Sladek provides a realistic 
explanation of why the de-
cline is occurring and specific 
guides for action to bring 
about change. All are things 
we could do

Plan to be at the International 
Convention in Indianapolis 
July 28 - August 1 to meet 
Sarah Sladek in person and 
hear her speak. She is the 
opening night speaker on 
Monday. She will reflect on ef-
fective steps in attracting and 
retaining multi-generational 
members

Visit the DKG Website Today to Register
For the DKG International Convention

In Indianapolis, Indiana
From July 28 - August 1, 2014

Share the 
Fellowship 
With Other
Members!

 Dr. Hanna Fowler 
for International 
Member-at-Large
 
 

Dr. Hanna Fowler, South-
east Regional Director, 
has asked for our support 
in her bid for the position 
of International Member-at-
Large. She will be nominated 
from the floor by Psi State 
Organization (Georgia) at the 
International Convention in 
Indianapolis. There is another 
candidate that is on the slate 
of officers to be presented 
by the Nominations Commit-
tee. You can find this slate 
of officers for International 
positions on the www.dkg.
org website. It was also pub-
lished in the DKG News.
 
Please let me know your 
thoughts on the support of 
Dr. Fowler. I will be voting for 
Mu State at the Convention, 
and I wish my vote to re-
flect the desires of all of Mu 
State.

Thank you,
Merle Jones
2013-2015 

Mu  State President 
msjjones95@hotmail.com

850-326- 0604



On March 1, Beta Omega 
Chapter held their 17th Annual 
Fashion Show and Luncheon 
at the St. Petersburg Yacht 
Club with their newest mem-
bers as models. They raised 
$2,400 towards the purchase 
of their tenth Take Stock in 
Children/Doorways Scholar-
ship. The models shown above 
are Linda Lawson, Kathy 
Lynas, Brenda Guinn, Kathy 
Capabianco, and Paula 
Schelling. Betas Omega is 
proud of their continual contri-
bution to education!

On March 12, Beta Sigma 
Chapter held a business 
meeting at the Holiday Inn- 
Viera. The highlight was the 
presentation by Bob Barnes, 
Director of the Children’s Hun-
ger Project which was recently 
featured in Florida Today. 
Weekend backpack meals 
are prepared by volunteers in 
Melbourne. Barnes is passion-
ate about helping children in 
our community living in pover-
ty. Funds from Beta Sigma’s 
upcoming Bunko Party will 
benefit his organization. 

Susan Norton and Susan 
Glenn had the pleasure of 
presenting the very first Del-
ta Beta Mini-Grant checks to 
three early career educators in 
mid-January. The three sur-
prised and grateful recipients 
of a $250 check were:  
Bethany Agostinelli from 
Jesse Keene Elementary,

On Saturday, March 8, Alpha 
Chi Chapter sewed quilts for 
the children’s shelter. New fab-
ric choices (dinosaurs, cats, 
dogs, and flowers) were made 
available with funds from their 
chapter’s auction.  So far, Al-
pha Chi has made and donat-
ed 80 quilts to the Salvation 
Army.   What an impressive 
accomplishment!

On April 26, Alpha Rho Pres-
ident Martha Wright invited 
neighboring chapters in Ocala 
to attend a Founders’ Day 
melodrama entitled “The Perils 
of Delta Kappa Gamma- Pow-
er of the Rose.” There is a 
villain, heroine, and the whole 
works. Sounds like fun!

Beta Chi member and Flor-
ida Immediate Past Presi-
dent Carrie Frye, Michigan 
Immediate Past President 
Olive Horning, and Ontario, 
Canada Past President Helen 
Lamos-Parker, meet in Winter 
Park to share ideas for DKG 
growth.

Beta Chi Chapter raised 
$2,019 for scholarships. Over 
$1500 in contributions was 
earmarked for the Ann C. 
Freeman Memorial Fund for a 
scholarship to Seminole State 
College.
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Members/Chapters Designing Their Future
For Beta Chi’s February pro-
gram, Cindy Huggins presented 
“Photographs from the Heart.”  
Her purpose is to encourage 
people who like to “play with 
words” to use poetry as a form 
of preserving special memories 
and to help teachers of poetry 
do a better job. Cindy says, 
“Poetry is one way of tapping 
into our inner feelings. Once 
teachers can do that, it is easier 
to get students to do the same. 
Hopefully, students will feel 
the connection between that 
inner self and the world around 
them.” Cindy engaged us in 
an activity or two and shared 
examples of her own poetry.

Beta Nu Chapter recognized 
member Debbie Raulerson for 
being named Okeechobee High 
School’s 2013-2014 Teacher 
of the Year at their February 
chapter meeting. Congratula-
tions, Debbie! We are so proud 
of you. 



Taylor Ward from Sleepy Hill 
Elementary and 

Kristine Willis from Roberts 
Academy. Susan Norton said,

“We really had an enjoyable 
time at the schools. It is so 
much fun to give away money!” 

On March 11, Delta Eta mem-
bers learned about the history 
of the hula as a means fo telling 
a story through dance. They 
mastered some classic hula 
moves. Previously, Delta Eta 
Chapter had another dance 
program on their program- Zum-
ba.
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Members/Chapters Designing Their Future
Delta Kappa Chapter held a 
get-together for brunch and to 
initiate three new members:  
Gabi Hein, Jan Banks, and  
Marilyn Palumbo. The meet-
ing was February 1 at 10 a.m. 
in Ann Pierson’s home. She 
has been so generous by let-
ting the chapter use her lovely 
home which is centrally located 
and has enough space for all.

On January 24, Delta Nu be-
gan its regular chapter meeting 
at Blountsown Public LIbrary 
at 10 AM and then moved 
to Blountstown High School. 
Members were treated to a lun-
cheon prepared by the school’s 
culinary arts class.What a 
treat! 

Janice Moore gave Delta Mu 
members an excellent intro-
duction to geneological re-
search at their chapter meeting 
in January.

Eta Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma began on March 8, 
1941 at the San Carlos Hotel 
in Pensacola. On February 22, 
Eta Chapter celebrated their 
73rd birthday as a chapter! All 
members were encouraged 
to bring some form of art they 
created to be displayed such 
as photographs, paintings, 
ceramic painting, sewing, 
artwork, stories, songs, poems, 
or scrapbooks. Eta member 
Alexis Tibbetts was our 
speaker and provide members 
a legislative update on educa-
tional issues. Sharon Richard-
son shared biographies and 
artwork of early Eta members 
Ruth and Lucille Anderson.

Gamma Kappa Chapter host-
ed a Joint Chapters’ Luncheon 
for the four chapters in Brevard 
County on Saturday, February 
22 at Rockledge Club. Jen 

Born, Gamma Kappa presi-
dent, spoke on the topic “Cour-
age From Within.” 

Gamma Upsilon Chapter held a 
fun and successful Style Show and 
Luncheon on March 1 at Michael’s 
on East. The models looked so 
stylish in clothes from PJ’s Bou-
tique on Main Street in Sarasota. 
President Debbie Waterman 
was terrific as MC for the venue. 
Incoming President Deborah 
Inglin called raffle numbers and 
keeping the day rolling. Myndell 
Miller closed the silent auction 
and collected money from guests. 
Chairwoman Sandy Elliott reports 
a total profit of $5,589.

On January 25, members from 
Kappa Chapter toured the Mana-
tee Players Performing Arts Center 
and saw a performance of Dra-
Mature. Susan Romine was the 
hostess of this successful event. 
Mu Chapter President Bonnie 
Ignico honored Ethel Winn who 

celebrated her 102 birthday in 
January. Their meeting was held at 
the Seven Rivers Country Club in 
Crystal River.



Deadlines for 
Florida Rays

 
Members are encouraged to 
call or send information to be 
used in the Florida Rays. 
         
    
    September 1........Fall
    December 1.....Winter
    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1.............Summer
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Find the Mu State website on the International website. Go to 
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and then click on Florida. Click at the top of the map of Florida for 
the state website and on the chapter name for a chapter website. 
You can also visit the website at

www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

Future Meetings Dates

Mu State Leadership
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

June 22 - 25, 2014

DKG International 
Convention

J W Marriott Indianapolis 
Downtown

Indianapolis, Indiana
July 28 - August 1, 2014

Mu State Executive Board 
Meeting/Fall Workshop

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary
September 19 - 20, 2014

Mu State Convention
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

April 15 - 19, 2015

Southeast Regional 
Conference

Westin Savannah Harbor Golf 
Resort & Spa

Savannah, Georgia
July 15 - 18, 2015


