
LEGISLATIVE AND MEDIA 
FRIEND OF EDUCATION 

AWARDS
Both the Mu State Legislative and Media Friend 
of Education Awards were presented at the 
Celebration Luncheon at the Mu State 
Convention.

Senator William J. Montford III
The Legislative Award 
went to Senator 
William J. Montford 
III for his unwavering 
support of education 
in Florida.  He is an 
educator himself and 
has worked hard in his 
two terms in the Florida 
Senate to advance the 
cause of children and 
education in the state.  
Since the Senator was 
unable to attend because of the current 
legislative session, Dr. Nancy Henning will 
present him with the award at a later date.
 

Susan Wenner
The Media Award 
Friend of Education 
Award was present-
ed to Susan Wen-
ner of the Sanford 
Herald newspaper 
for her consistent 
support of educa-
tion, personally and 
professionally.  Both  
Susan and her hus-
band were in attendance for the presentation.
 
The Awards Committee encourages all 
members to be on the lookout for our next 
awardees to be recognized during the 2017 
Mu State Convention.

   

Florida Rays
The  Delta  Kappa  Gamma  Society  International

2014 - 2015 SARA B. FERGUSON 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

The Sarah B. Ferguson Mu State Achievement Award, 
Mu State’s most prestigious award, was presented at 
the Presidents’ Banquet at the Mu State Convention.

2014
Ruth Pridgen

Initiated into 
Jacksonville’s Alpha 
Beta Chapter in 1969, 
Ruth has served her 
chapter and Mu State 
in myriad positions 
culminating in her 
election as Mu State 
president for the 2009 
- 2011 biennium.  Ruth 
has served on 
numerous International 
committees and attended the Golden Gift seminar in 
Austin in 1992. She is a member of the Mu State Hall 
of Fame and has been a tireless worker for Delta 
Kappa Gamma for many years.  Ruth has been 
described as a mentor, a motivator, and an encourag-
er who exemplifies commitment.

2015
Ruth McCrary

Ruth was inducted into Phi 
Chapter in Chipley in 1975.  
She is a charter member of 
Delta Theta Chapter 
organized in 1994.  She has 
served her chapter and Mu 
State in many capacities.  Her 
quiet, gentle Southern charm, 
as well as her professional 
and leadership abilities, have 
made her a noteworthy 
member of her community and the Society.  While 
eschewing high office, she has been extremely 
supportive and encouraging to others with whom she 
served.  She is a member of the Mu State Hall of 
Fame and was recognized as a “Star of the 
Southeast” at the 2014 DKG International Convention.
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MU STATE OFFICERS
2013 - 2015 

President 
Merle Jones

1973 Cane Mill Road
Chipley, FL 32428

dwmsj@att.net

First Vice President
Gerry Hacker

1216 Cordoba Court
Dunedin, FL 34698

pianosteel@hotmail.com

Second Vice President
Carol Anne Casey

2211 NW 103rd Ave.
Pembroke Pines, FL  33026

Recording Secretary
Dr. Nancy Henning

2903 Cross Creek Circle
Tallahassee, FL 32301

the_hennings@yahoo.com 

Corresponding Secretary
Dr. Peg Dunn - Snow
3312 SW 51st Street

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312
pegdunnsnow@bellsouth.net

Immediate Past 
Mu State President

Carrie Frye 
212 Hammock Oak Circle

Debary, FL 32713
cfrye@att.net

Related Personnel

Executive Secretary
Judith Mix

2267 SW 16th Street
Okeechobee, FL 34974

mixjutom@embarqmail.com

Mu State Editor
Bonnie S. Kelley, Ed.S.

531 Hadley Drive
Palm Harbor, FL 34683

Mu State Webmaster
Dr. Peg Dunn - Snow
3312 SW 51st. Street

Ft Lauderdale, FL 33312
pegdunnsnow@bellsouth.net

Parliamentarian
Fay Murphy

5932 Java Plum Lane
Bradenton, FL 34203
FayMurph@aol.com

Treasurer
Beverly Stagg
7407 Lillie Lane

Pensacola, FL  32526
bastagg@hotmail.com

Barbara Bonfili, a retired media 
specialist, passed away on Janu-
ary 6, 2014.  She had been Gam-
ma Gamma Chapter President for 
three terms and held 
positions as 1st and 
2nd Vice-President; 
Literacy, Nominations 
and Awards Chairs.  
At the state level, 
Barbara was District 
II Director, Yearbook Chair, and a 
member of State Leadership and 
Growth, Literacy, Yearbook, and 
Finance Committees.  She attend-
ed all District II meetings, Mu State 
Conventions, and seven regional 
conferences.  Gamma Gamma 
Chapter named their annual 
award to a college student seeking 
a degree in teaching in her honor.

Mabel (Frances) Gunsallus was 
a 1939 graduate of St. Peters-
burg High and a 1943 graduate of 
Florida State College for Women. 
She was initiated into Delta Kap-
pa Gamma in 1972. After many 
years of teaching, 
she retired in 1982 
from the  Miami 
Dade School 
District. She later 
moved to Pinel-
las County and 
transferred to Beta Iota Chapter 
in 1994.  Frances died on May 
20, 2014.

Lillie McGarrah, a member of 
Beta Iota Chapter, made 
every person feel important. She 
was an educator, principal, and 
literacy advocate in the African 
American community in 
Pinellas County.  
She received many 
awards and 
recognition in her 
years of service, 
especially the 
Sigma of the Year 
Award.  She began 
the Lillie McGarrah Scholarship 
and served as a mentor for the 
Doorways program.  Lillie died 
on October 26, 2014. 

Julia (Judy) Carmelita Owens 
Voyles from Beta Delta Chapter 
passed away on March 4, 2015, 
at the age of 87.  Born in Tampa 
on November 2, 
1927, she 
graduated from 
Vero Beach High 
and earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree 
in Elementary Ed-
ucation from FSU.  
In 1916, Judy 
established a private 
kindergarten.  When the State of 
Florida implemented 
kindergarten as a grade level in 
the public schools, Indian River 
County was chosen for the pilot 
program with Judy as a teacher.



Reflections
The Mu State 2013 – 2015 Biennium
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As I look back over the past two years, I am amazed at what we have 
accomplished.  Our goals for the biennium were not stated as finite goals 
that could be checked off and put in storage.  They are goals that I hope 
will be ongoing– promote our DKG vision, increase visibility and aware-
ness, provide information, promote our Society, and foster growth and 
development of members.  These are some of the goals.  All can be found 
in the President’s Report of the Convention Program.

We have made strides in all these areas, and the chapters of Mu State are 
to be commended for the work they have accomplished.  I have visited 
chapters throughout the state in each district.  What a pleasure it has been 
to learn about your activities, and I am not finished with my visits.  You have developed projects and engaged 
in activities in your communities that are the true essence of the DKG mission and purposes.  And you have 
assisted with our theme, “Sharing Our Vision – Strengthening Our Society.”  Many examples of news releases 
of chapter meetings, email communications, newsletters, Mu State website postings, chapter websites, and 
Facebook pages were included in your Chapter President’s Reports.  I was most pleased to share all your 
chapter accomplishments in the Mu State President’s Report to International.  

Other activities that have impacted Mu State during the 2013 - 2015 biennium include the Florida Jesslyn 
McBride Leadership Seminar 2014 with one of the largest groups to participate that we have had since the 
Seminar’s inception, continued efforts to strengthen the Orange Blossom Ambassadors of Mu State found in 
the President’s Report of the Convention Program, the establishment of an ad hoc committee to investigate 
the establishment of a Mu State Foundation, and the sale of the Mu State Headquarters property in DeLand.

The motion to establish a Mu State Foundation passed at the General Session of the Mu State Convention 
Saturday morning.  The ad hoc committee will continue to function as an ad hoc committee to develop the 
criteria for a Foundation.  You will be kept informed of their work and all that the establishment of a Foundation 
entails.

We continue to identify sectors within our communities that can benefit from the work of our Society.  Some-
times the demands are overwhelming, and you may feel you are alone in your efforts to complete all that 
needs your attention.  As a member of DKG, you will never have to go it alone!  You have the support of your 
chapter, district, state, region, and International – 82,000 women worldwide who are able and willing to  assist 
you. 

Let us remember the following three simple rules in life:

 1) If you do not go after what you want, you will never have it.
 2) If you do not ask, the answer will always be NO.
 3) If you do not step forward, you will always be in the same place.

Go after what you want (a leadership position in DKG), ask (do not take NO for an answer), and step forward 
(volunteer when you see something that needs to be done).

Life has a way of accelerating as we get older.  The days seem to get shorter, the list of promises to ourselves 
gets longer; we have a litany of “I’m going to” or “I plan on” or “Someday when things settle down.”  My day 
has come to begin to fulfill that list of promises.  I relinquish my leadership position, my asking, and some of 
my volunteering to our newly elected Mu State President Gerry Hacker.

Sharing Our Vision ~ Strengthening Our Society
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Touching the Future
Foundation Ad Hoc Committee

Florida DKG members recently voted to impact the 
future for members and non-members by adopting 
the motion to form an educational foundation!  Dr. 
Elsie Gross, on behalf of the ad hoc committee 
that researched the feasibility of establishing a 
foundation, presented the motions to approve the 
establishment of a foundation, and to approve the 
committee’s proceeding with the tasks of estab-
lishing the foundation.  In granting approval to 
proceed, the ad hoc committee composed of Dr. 
Elsie Gross, Dr. Beverly Helms, Carrie Frye, Ann 
Tikka, Connie Kostyra, Nancy Bentz, Dr. Evelyn 
Kelly, and Merle Jones, ex-officio, was given the 
authority to develop and submit the articles of 
incorporation of the foundation, develop its 
bylaws and procedures, and set up financial 
records, banking, etc.  

Immediately following the convention, the ad hoc 
committee was off to a running start.  The foun-
dation will be known as Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation and officers who have agreed to serve 
through 2017 are Dr. Elsie Gross, President; Dr. 
Beverly Helms, Vice President; Connie Kostyra, 
Treasurer; and Nancy Bentz, Secretary and regis-
tered agent.

Articles of incorporation have been developed as 
well as a draft of the bylaws by which the 
foundation will function. Bank accounts are being 
established and plans are underway to secure 
a Federal Identification Number, and status as a 
501c3 non-profit which allows contributors to get a 
tax deduction for any contribution that is made.

Be sure to check out the Fall Issue of the Florida 
Rays for more up to date action taken by the ad 
hoc committee on behalf of your Florida DKG 
Educational Foundation. A status report will be 
given during the September 18 - 19, 2015, meeting 
of the Mu State Fall Executive Board/ Workshop. 
The ad hoc committee will hold its meeting 
following the close of the Mu State fall meeting.

Reflections

Gerry Hacker 
2013 - 2015 
Mu State 1st 

Vice-President

The 2013 - 2015 biennium has been exciting as we 
saw many goals and challenges achieved.  Special to 
me were the move to the Lake Mary Marriott, working 
with and learning from Merle Jones as Mu State 
President, and witnessing the dedication and 
fellowship of my Mu State sisters. 

The Convention this year highlighted the many ac-
complishments throughout the 2013 - 2015 biennium.  
These were evident in the recognition of the success 
of our district meetings, The Florida Jesslyn McBride 
Leadership Seminar, strategic action plans, commit-
tee successes, fall workshops, and 2015 Convention 
attendees’ involvement in Mu State activities.  Hear-
ing attendees share their experiences solidified the 
feelings of our DKG sisters.  The positive experiences 
and comments were tremendous.  Many positive 
comments included the Friday night’s social and Sun-
day’s necrology service.

It has been an honor to serve Mu State as 1st 
Vice-President this biennium, and I truly appreciate 
the work of Mu State members, the 226 attendees 
at the recent Convention, the accomplishments of 
committees, and the work of chapter officers, chapter 
members, and Mu State officers.  It was a privilege 
for me to meet many new DKG sisters, attend dis-
trict meetings, conferences, and leadership training 
opportunities.  There is not another organization in 
the world like The Delta Kappa Gamma Internation-
al Society for Key Women Educators that provides 
so many venues for members to accomplish goals, 
develop new skills, apply for and earn scholarships, 
receive awards, find wonderful friends, and achieve 
exciting ways of growth.  The Convention this year 
emphasized and honored our endeavors and suc-
cesses. 

Mu State is an example of the true meaning of
dedication, hard work, and sisterly love for each other 
in a way that demonstrates why we are an example 
to be followed.  The leadership of Merle Jones as our 
president was outstanding.  Her concern for our 
organization, while acquiring and involving new and 
current members, inspired us all.  Her relationship 
with chapter presidents, and every member, 
demonstrated the importance of personal interest and 
contact with all Delta Kappa Gamma sisters.  

K-5 TEACHER OPPORTUNITY
K-5 elementary school teachers can learn more 
about using technology in the classroom by 
attending a free workshop sponsored by the non-
profit organization Code.org where they will receive 
6-7 hours of instruction, free classroom supplies, 
and free lunch. For more information about the 
program and to locate a workshop near you, go to:

http://code.org/educate/k5



From the Desk of

Just ask!  Yes, I am speaking to 
each and every one of you.  If 
you are the person in charge, do 
you just go ahead and do it all?  
Do you ask for volunteers?  Do 
you ask some of the members, 
new and experienced?  If you 
are including other members in 
sharing the work, they will learn 
what is expected and how it is 
accomplished.  There is much 
that goes on behind the scenes 
that make the meeting or event 
run smoothly.  

If you are a new member, do you 
wait to be asked to do some-
thing?  Do you volunteer to help?  
Do you say I am here and want to 
help; what can I do?  If you are an 
experienced member, do you ask 
what needs to be done?  There 
are many things that need to be 
done.  Do you ask if you could 
call members?  Do you ask if you 
could be a greeter at the door?  
Do you ask if you could help 
arrange the chairs?  Do you ask 
if you could pick up some of the 
members who do not like to travel 
alone to the meetings?  Do you 
ask if you could read an 
inspiration or thought for the day?  
 
Just look around you!  There are 
members needing help and 
members wanting to help.  If you 
are in either group, ask!  The 
needs will be met, work will be 
finished quicker, friendships 
will grow, and memories will be 
formed.  Questions or comments– 
if I can help you, just let me know.
mixjutom@embarqmail.com

Judith Mix
Executive Secretary
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Strategic Action 
Planning

Mu State SAP Committee

Congratulations to the 84 
chapters who completed 
Strategic Action Plans during 
the 2013 - 2015 Biennium.  You 
all did an incredible job, and I 
know you will find your work most 
helpful as you continue to grow in 
membership, achieve goals, and 
enjoy the benefits of being a part 
of Delta Kappa Gamma.  

SUCCESS   
SHARING            

WORKING TOGETHER        
HAVING FUN                

GROWING

Thank you to everyone who 
worked to make SAP a huge 
success for Mu State - chapter 
members, chapter presidents, 
district directors, SAP committee 
members, etc. 

Gerry Hacker, Chair
pianosteel@hotmail.com

Judith Mix
mixjutom@embarqmail.com

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Elizabeth Decker
emdecker@comcast.net

Barbara VanDiepen
vandiepen61@bellsouth.net

The International 
Educational 

Foundation Provides 
Opportunities 
for Members

Ann Blosfield
blosda@msn.com

During this biennium, the 
International Educational Founda-
tion has given Cornetet Individual 
Professional Development Awards, 
Project Grants, and 50th Anniver-
sary Awards amounting to $13,950 
to Florida educators.  The most 
recent recipient is Missy Jones 
from Beta Chi Chapter who 
received a grant of $8,000 to buy 
computers for her school.  Con-
gratulations go to Missy who will 
become the next Mu State 
Webmaster on July 1, 2015.  

The next opportunity to apply for 
Cornetet Individual Professional 
Development Grants is September 
1, 2015.   Applications are 
available at the website listed in 
the next paragraph.  The 
application deadline for Project 
awards is January 3, 2016.

In an effort to make information 
more accessible, the foundation’s 
website is currently being 
updated.  Members are 
encouraged to visit www.dkgef.org 
for information regarding funding 
for professional development and 
classroom projects, the influence 
of the foundation around the world, 
and opportunities to become 
contributing members impacting 
education worldwide.  

Members can touch the future with 
donations to the foundation which 
are tax deductible. Contributions of 
any amount are accepted as well 
as contributions to the Make-A-
Miracle campaign, which involves 
pledging $500 to be paid over a 
five year period.



Mu State Fall Executive Board/Workshop Meeting
September 18 - 19, 2015, at Orlando Lake Mary Marriott

Registration Form
Please type or print one name per form:

NAME________________________________________CHAPTER______________DISTRICT____
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________CITY____________________
STATE_______ZIP:___________PHONE_________________________________________
EMAIL:__________________________________________________________________

Please check all that apply:
_____Member _____First time attending a state meeting _____Current Chapter President
_____District Director _____State Officer or Related Personnel _____Past State President
_____State Committee Chair (Name Committee)_________________________________________ 
_____Special dietary needs:  (please indcate)_____________________________________________

Pre-Registration $50.00_______
Make check payable to  DELTA KAPPA GAMMA (Includes Luncheon)                                                   
Check number_______________________
        
Please check if you plan to attend:    
_____Friday Night Social Hour:  Dessert and Entertainment  
No Refunds after September 17, 2015     
 
***Note:  Unless you indicate below, your attendance at this meeting gives permission for your  photo 

and contact information (if needed) to be used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication***
_____No, I do not want my photo or contact information used in the Florida Rays or any DKG 

publication***
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary        
1501 International Parkway          
 Lake Mary, Florida 32746            
Phone:  407-995-1100 or 800-380-7724 

Group Reservation:
The DKG Society International
September 18 - 19, 2015

Rates: Single: $115 Double: $115  
  Triple: $115 Quad:   $115       
Room rates will also include an 11% tax.
 (Check in time:  4:00 p.m.)

Members are responsible for making their own reservation.  Each reservation must be guaranteed 
with first night’s deposit or major credit card. Please specify the Group Name to receive your group rate.

Refund Policy:  Cancellations, no shows, or early departures without 24 hour advance notice will
result in forfeiture of one night’s deposit or a charge of one night’s stay to a credit card.
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Send to:  

Pat Eckstein
6939 Sylvan Woods Drive

Sanford, FL 32771

Phone:  407-947-0824
Email:  pateckstein@yahoo.com

Directions from Turnpike

Take I-4 exit, Exit 259 Orlando/Tampa
Merge onto I-4 East toward Downtown Orlando

Take CR 46A exit, Exit 101A towards Sanford/Heathrow
Turn left onto HE Thomas Jr. Parkway, CR 46A W

Turn left onto International Parkway
Turn left onto Heathrow Center Lane
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Call for Workshop Presentations
Mu State Fall Workshop: September 18 – 19, 2015

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

It might be early summer, but Fall Workshop will be here before we know it.  It is time to start thinking about 
how you can share your talents and passions for your special areas of interest in the form of workshop 
sessions at Mu State’s Fall Workshop / Executive Board Meeting on either Friday evening, September 18th, 
or Saturday morning, September 19th.  Each workshop will be 50 minutes in length. There will be three 
sessions.    

Session 1 – Friday, September 18, 2015, 7:00 – 7:50 p.m. 
Session 2 – Saturday, September 19, 2015, 10:15 – 11:05 a.m.

Session 3 - Saturday, September 19, 2015, 11:15 a.m. – 12:05 p.m.

Every time I see our Mu State members sharing their talents, ideas and knowledge with their DKG sisters I 
get excited. We are looking for your help to provide a variety of workshops such as “make and take” 
sessions, an exercise, relax or stretch session, your travels, technology, nutrition, other hobbies or special 
interests, new teaching and educational techniques on the horizon, or just some oldie but goodie techniques 
that have been updated. Have you published a book recently that you would like to share with us? What is on 
the legislative/political scene that we need to be informed about? You might even want to invite someone to 
bring/recommend to present on a topic of interest. These are just a few ideas. I know you can come up with 
many more. We are also looking forward to training and information sessions provided by our Mu State com-
mittees and the district directors as they make final preparations for the upcoming district meetings in 2016. 
What would you like to share?  Proposals may be obtained from this issue of the Florida Rays, the Mu State 
website, or Carol Ann Casey.  Deadline date for submitting proposals for Fall Workshop is Friday, July 31, 
2015.  

Presenter(s): _____________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________E-mail:___________________________________
Workshop Title: __________________________________________________________
Brief description or outline of your workshop: _________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________
Equipment needed, if any (We prefer presenters bring their own equipment.):
Note: Internet service not available in meeting rooms. You may bring your “Hotspot.”
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________Digital Projector with Sound

Room Setup (if possible): _____Theater Style    _____Classroom Style with Tables    _____Screen
Availability for Presenting: _____ Friday    _____ Saturday    _____ Both    _____ Either

Send proposal by July 31 to:   Carol Ann Casey, Mu State 1st Vice-President
2211 NW 103rd Ave.

Pembroke Pines, FL 33026
caseyca@bellsouth.net

954-437-4468 (H) or 954-562-8948 (C)
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Kathy Avery 

Kathy Avery was initiated into 
Zeta Chapter in 2003 and has 
served both her chapter and Mu 
State in various capacities includ-
ing 2011 - 2013 District VI Director.   
She has attended Internation-
al Conventions and Southeast 
Regional Conferences.  Kathy 
has chaired the Mu State Scholar-
ship Committee and is currently a 
member of the The Florida Jesse 
McBride Leadership Seminar 
Committee.  Right now, her proud-
est achievement is the adoption of 
her daughter Emmeline.

Pat Eckstein

Pat Eckstein was initiated into 
Beta Chi Chapter in 1987.  She  
attended most District IV meet-
ings and been a chairman of the 
Mu State Nominations Commit-
tee.  She was recognized as Mu 
State’s Woman of Vision at the 
2013 SER Conference in Kissim-
mee.  Her family of five children 
and seven grandchildren had five 
kidney transplants among them, 
and the family has published the 
book “Have a Heart” in support of 
a non-profit Tae Kwon Do program 
for children with disabilities.

MEET THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF THE MU STATE HALL OF FAME
Debra Graff

Debbie Graff was initiated into 
Beta Theta Chapter in 1993.  She 
has served her chapter in many 
capacities, served as a workshop 
presenter, and coordinated the 
Marketplace at the 2013 SER 
Conference in Kissimmee.  She 
has attended several SER 
Conferences and International 
Conventions.  She helped 
institute the extension of the 
Master Calendar to the other 
districts and assisted in training 
individual chapters on how to build 
their own chapter websites.

Pat Litterick

Pat was initiated into Beta Mu 
Chapter in 1993.  She has served 
her chapter, District II and Mu 
State in several capacities.  She 
was the 2012 - 2014 District II 
Director, attended the The Florida 
Jesse McBride Leadership 
Seminar, and served on the Lead-
ership Seminar Committee.  She 
has presented at an International 
Convention and served as a 
microphone attendant at the 

Indianapolis Convention.  Pat has 
been married for 46 years and has 
two children and five grandchil-
dren.

Dr. Carleen Spano

Carleen was initiated into 
Omicron Chapter in 1985 and 
has served on all levels of Mu 
State.  She has been a member 
of the Leadership Committee and 
chaired the Membership Commit-
tee.  She has attended numer-
ous Regional and International 
Conventions as well as several 
Seminars in Purposeful Living.  
She has garnered awards from 
many community and professional 
organizations.  

Southeast Regional 
Conference Registration

The Southeast Regional Confer-
ence (SERC) will be in Savannah, 
Georgia.  For information, log on 
to the DKG website, dkg.org.  To 
register, you will need your mem-
bership number, located on the 
DKG News, Bulletin, and your 
membership card.  You also need 
the password which is 

dkg2014society.



Attention
Florida Attendees 
of 2015  Southeast 

Regional Conference 

 Reception/Meeting

(A celebration of 
our outgoing and incoming 

Florida state presidents)

Westin Hotel – Savannah, GA
Harbor Ballroom A

Friday, July 17, 2015
4:45 – 5:45 p.m.

Beverage and 
light refreshments 

will be served.

Cost:  $15 per person

Interested in attending?

By July 1, 
please write a check to

DKG – Mu State 
and mail directly to: 

Beverly Stagg
7407 Lillie Lane

Pensacola, FL  32526
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Mu State Begins DKG/Girl Scout Affiliation

Dr. Phyllis Omilak

In Florida, the first ever DKG/Girl Scout patch-
es were awarded on March 21, 2015, to Junior, 
Brownie, and Daisy Scouts from troops in the 
Gulfcoast Council.

After meeting with Dr. Phyllis Omilak in October 
of 2014, Gulfcoast liaisons Roberta GS Rodgers 
and Yvonne Bras contacted and discussed the project with their troop 
leaders.  Responding to Girl Scout challenges, Kappa Chapter held two 
events in January of 2015 at the Girl Scout Little House in Bradenton.
The theme of “Service to Others” and a “Celebration of Literacy” guided 
the collaboration and creation of two books whose topics, environmental 
conservation and the endangered sea turtle, were suggested by the  Girl 
Scout leaders.  Layla, the Loggerhead Sea Turtle was a work of non-
fiction by the Junior Scouts at the first event.  The Brownies and Daisies 
focused on comprehension skills as they illustrated the second book of 
realistic fiction genre entitled The Adventures of Layla, the Sea Tur-
tle.  Kappa members donated the research books, all the snacks and 
supplies, and guided the research during the events.  Kappa also came 
through with money, time, and talents!

Because we worked together 
to inspire the young women in 
our area to become the 
leaders of our future, it truly 
enriched and helped our 
chapter to grow.  Mu State 
President Merle Jones tells 
us that, “Action at the chapter 
level is the key to Sharing 
Our Vision and Strengthening Our Society.”  Kappa continues working 
with the Gulfcoast Council and the Central Council.  Friendship brace-
lets with Girl Scout and DKG colors have been made with Brownie and 
Junior troops in Pinellas, and we have plans to work with the Senior 
and Ambassador troops very soon.  As we look forward to an ongoing 
and meaningful relationship with Florida Girl Scouts, their mission is 
“to inspire girls to be and do their best...to thrive.” This aligns with our 
mission, and it seems an exciting way for Mu State and Delta Kappa 
Gamma chapters to grow and inspire future leaders!

Calling All Singers 
& Instrumentalists

Do you like to sing or play an 
instrument?  Mu State needs you, 
and all are welcome!  We’ll 
rehearse, build ensemble confidence, 
and have fun together right after 
social time at 2015 Fall Workshop 
held in September.  To help us plan, 
please share the following information 
by email or snail mail to:  

Dr. Linda Lovins, 10539 Winters Run, Tallahassee, FL, 32312
or ArtsEdLin@gmail.com

Name:__________________________________________________  
Address:________________________________________________ 
City:_____________________________  Zip:___________________ 
Phone:___________________________  Chapter:_______________ 
Email:__________________________________________________  
Voice Preference (check one):
__Soprano I    __ Soprano II   __Alto   __Instrument:_______________

Thank you, in advance, for your commitment!  
Together we can UNITE, HONOR, and INSPIRE the women among us!



for teaching, includes a $7,500 
stipend.  Terebelski, a teaching 
professor in the Department of 
Biological Science within the 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
works to help students master 
necessary concepts and become 
better learners.  

Dr. Lyn Babb Schmid, DKG 
International President, Merle 
Jones, Mu State (Florida) 
President, and Carrie Frye, Mu 
State (Florida) Immediate Past 
President, attended the Alabama 
State Convention.

Dr. Sara Munson Deats, a 
member of Delta Theta Chap-
ter in Tampa, has published her 
12th book.  Unlike her first 11 on 
Shakespeare designed for her 
fellow teachers and students of 
Renaissance drama, in retire-
ment she decided to write a book 
for herself and her fellow animal 
lovers. The result is Cats I Have 
Loved, celebrating the ten cats 
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Arianna Hernandez is the 
second recipient of the Beta Alpha 
Chapter Grant-in-Aid Award.  Miss 
Hernandez will be using her award 
toward the purchase of textbooks at 
the University of Chicago majoring 
in education.  Her eventual goal is 
to teach Interdisciplinary Studies at 
the high school or college level.  

Cheryl Shambaugh, from Beta 
Iota Chapter, was recently 
honored at Calvary Baptist Church 
in Clearwater for her 50 years of 
service to the Children’s Minis-
try.  She has taught both Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible School.

The Gamma Delta Chapter of 
Lake County celebrated their end 
of the year banquet with a Great 
Gatsby theme. They stretched 
out their arms and initiated seven 
diverse members into their chapter. 

New members were introduced 
as follows: Janet Allison, Trudy 
Balkaran, Terri Brown, Anika 
Days, Janice Kropp, Tracey 
Lovett, and Jackie Suarez.  
These new initiates met Gamma 
Delta’s membership goal of a 
13% increase.

Recently, Gamma Kappa 
Chapter presented Emily Bliss, a 
Life Member, with her 50 year pin.  
On April 1, 1965, Emily was 
initiated into Alpha Theta 
Chapter in Titusville.  On October 
13, 1974, she became a charter 
member of Gamma Kappa 
Chapter in Rockledge.  Emily 
taught music at Rockledge 
Elementary.  After earning her 
degree in counseling, she was a 
guidance counselor at Edgewood 
Junior High and Kennedy Middle 
School.  Emily celebrated her 
92nd birthday in May.

Gamma Nu warmly welcomes 
three new members, Tara 
Salovitz, Denise Schultz, and 
Daphne Ethington, during their 
chapter’s recent initiation 
ceremony.

The Beta Phi Chapter is proud 
to announce that one of their 
members, Dr. Patricia Spears 
Terebelski, received Florida State 
University’s 2015 Distinguished 
Teacher Award during the annual 
Faculty Awards Dinner on April 27.  
The Distinguished Teacher Award, 
which is the university’s top award 



Director Carolynne Fooshee, at 
their recent meeting.  Much fun 
was had by all during entertain-
ment by the Golden Troopers. 

In 2004, Cynthia 
Anders, a retired 
educator of 32 
years, returned to 
Florida after living 
and teaching in 
Texas and New 
Mexico. Her sister 
home schools her 
children in Crystal 
River, and one 
of the subjects 
in their  science lesson was the 
manatee.  Cynthia’s interest was 
piqued, so they visited the Ellie 
Schiller Wild Life Park in Homo-
sassa, Florida, where manatees 
are plentiful.  The idea for a book 
was born, and the story ends with 
the publishing of Carla Manatee: 
Sea Cow to the Rescue.  The 

book is illustrated by Bonnie  
Ignico, District III Director and 
former educator in Citrus County.
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with whom she has shared her 
adult life.  To capture the vivid 
and colorful personalities of each 
of these indelible individuals, Dr. 
Deats has structured the book 
around these ten cats allotting 
each a special chapter. 

At the recent Gamma Delta 
Initiation Banquet, Carrie Frye, 
Past State President, presented 
Sandra DeNoon with a 13 year 
perfect attendance certificate.  
Since being initiated in 2002, she 
has served as chapter president 
for two bienniums, 1st Vice-
President, 2nd Vice-President, 
and Corresponding Secretary.  
In 2014, Sandra race walked in 
Brevard County, drove home to 
Clermont, showered, and arrived 
for the last half of the Chapter 
Tea Party.  In September of 2014, 
Sandra was in Utah caring for her 
parents.  Not wanting to break her 
perfect attendance record, she 
skyped into the meeting.
 
Gamma Delta Chapter’s 
Co-Presidents Sandy Reaves 
and Diana Brown extended a 

warm welcome to Jan Stevens 
pictured at far left and Mu State 
Past President Carrie Frye on far 
right who attended their banquet.

Phi Chapter First Vice President 
Dr. Sarah Clemmons accepts the 
Citizen of the Year Award at the 
Jackson County Chamber of Com-
merce Banquet. Her nomination 
recognized her efforts to improve 
the health of the educators in Phi 
Chapter to ensure their ability to 
continue meeting the educational 
needs of their students. Sarah 
has planned programs for chapter 
meetings for this biennium with an 
emphasis on health issues women 
face. 

Her unique position as a board 
member for the local hospital 
and an administrator at Chipola 
College, where she has been 
instrumental in establishing a 
highly acclaimed nursing program, 
inspired Sarah to offer her DKG 
sisters vitally important information 
regarding their health.

Alpha Rho Chapter President, 
Martha “Sam” Wright, and mem-
bers hosted Carrie Frye, Past 
State President, and District II 



Mu State Website
www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

Mu State Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
DKG-Mu-State-Florida-Organiza-

tion/128818413969052

DKG International Website 
www.dkg.org

The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International 

Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/dkgorg

Immediate Past International 
President Beverly Helms’ 

Twitter Account
https://twitter.com/bevhelms

Florida Rays
 

Members are encouraged 
to  email information to 
be used in the Florida 

Rays to Bonnie Kelley at 
KelleyBpcsb@gmail.com

    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1............Summer           
    September 1........Fall
    December 1.....Winter
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Find the Mu State website on the International website. Go to 
www.dkg.org, click on Society Websites, click on the U.S. Flag, 
and then click on Florida. Click at the top of the map of Florida for 
the state website and on the chapter name for a chapter website. 
You can also visit the new website at

www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

Future Meeting Dates
Southeast Regional 

Conference
July 15 - 18, 2015

The Westin Savannah Harbor Golf  
Resort & Spa

Savannah, Georgia

Mu State Fall Executive Board/
Workshop Meeting

September 18 -19, 2015
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary Hotel

Lake Mary, Florida

Mu State District Meetings

District IV : January 30 
Viera High School, Viera
District V:  Febrary 27 

First Baptist Church, Fort Lauderdale
District VI: March 12

I-TECH Center, Immokalee
District III: April 9 

Plantation on Crystal River
District I: April 30

Apalachicola Bay Charter School
District II: March 5

TBA, Neptune Beach   

Chapter President
Form 6, Report of the Death 
of a DKG Member, is to be 

prepared by the chapter pres-
ident immediately upon the 
death of a member.  A copy 
is to be sent to each of the 

following:

Membership Services 
Administration
P.O. Box 1589 

Austin, TX 78767
or email to

mem@dkg.org

Mu State Treasurer
Beverly Stagg

bastagg@hotmail.com

Mu State Necrology Chair 
Ruth McCrary
P.O. Box 534

Chipley, FL  32428 
or email to 

ruthand jub@att.net


