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“Oh, the Places We’ll Go With DKG!”

Taking Back Our Beloved Profession

Nancy Bentz, Educational Excellence, Legislative Chair
nbentz@aol.com 

Sisters, you have two upcoming opportunities to use your voice, face-to-face, with our state and federal 
elected officials. Come join us! Act soon! The 2018 election is a very important one since many of our 
elected officials are up for re-election, so these events will be important to the ears of our legislators. The 
scheduled events are quickly approaching.  Details are below.

Rally in Tally
The date for the Tallahassee trip is Monday and 
Tuesday, January 29-30, 2018.  We will meet at a 
restaurant for dinner on Monday evening at which 
time we will finalize our talking points for our 
meeting with legislators on Tuesday. Our talking 
points are based on a poll. The poll includes a 
number of issues concerning women, children, 
and education. It takes just 5 minutes to complete 
and can be found at:  https://apps.facebook.com/
my-polls/mbiwzx. Our talking points will be based 
on the outcome of this poll, so use your voice to 
rally your own legislative priorities.

The schedule in Tallahassee will be as follows:

Monday, January 29
 Morning  *Meetings with legislators scheduled by attendees
 Dinner    To finalize talking points with location and time to be decided

Tuesday, January 30
 8 AM-12:30 PM  Meetings scheduled in one room with several state elected officials
 Lunch   Downtown Tallahassee after meetings
 *Afternoon  Meetings with legislators scheduled by attendees
   
*If your elected officials are unable to be scheduled during our Tuesday morning meeting, those attend-
ing from your chapter may meet with legislators Monday morning or Tuesday afternoon. You’ll need to 
schedule these about a week prior to our trip. Put the phone numbers of your elected officials in your cell 
phone, along with the name of their aide. You may need to make numerous calls to get that appointment.

We ask that all attendees contact their legislators, starting now, to see if they can be scheduled to meet 
with us on Tuesday morning, January 30th. Let them know you will get them the meeting room number 
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very soon. If a commitment isn’t made, call again, and keep in mind 
that some legislators won’t commit to an event until the week before 
the date because committee hearing meetings aren’t scheduled until 
that time.  

Last year we scheduled several and had the opportunity to speak with 
each legislator for 15 to 30 minutes on the top issues that concerned 
us most. It was valuable, and we really made them listen. During din-
ner, we had a speaker now running for governor, Andrew Gillum. It was 
very effective, and they learned about our organization of Key Women 
Educators- Delta Kappa Gamma.

Accommodations for the Tallahassee trip are being arranged. Further 
information is forthcoming. Please consider asking your chapter to 
assist in covering some or all of the costs.

National Legislative Seminar in Washington, D.C.

Plan to join us in Washington, D.C. for the DKG United States Forum 
National Legislative Seminar from March 18-21, 2018. Download the 
registration form from www.usforumdkg.org and mail. Some costs may 
be reimbursed, so be sure to make copies of receipts for airfare and 
accommodations. Meals are not reimbursed. If you have questions or 
concerns, contact Carrie Frye. When you have mailed your registration 
form, please email Carrie at cfrye@att.net.  

We had 12 participants in 2016 and would like to top that number this 
spring. Let’s take our voices to Washington, D.C. In 2016, we met with 
several congressmen and women.  It was a very productive trip! We 
met with Congresswoman Graham in D.C. She’s currently running for 
governor, so our meeting with her in D.C. gave us great insight to her 
views and positions.

We are a nonpartisan group that advocates for legislation affecting 
women, children, and education. Viewpoints are owned by YOU. DKG 
does not provide viewpoints on behalf of our group. When we meet 
with our legislators, each of you have your own voice. Be sure to take 
our poll so YOUR voice is heard and made part of our talking points in 
Washington, D.C. as well!  

https://apps.facebook.com/my-polls/mbiwzx

Most important, remember, YOU hold the wild card in this game. THE 
VOTE! Let’s not let that right slip away.



Florida (Mu State) President’s Message...
Carol Ann Casey

Tis the season for thanksgiving, goodwill, blessings, and cheer. There are many things to be thankful for. 
One is Hurricane Irma. You ask, are you crazy? Think of what we were expecting to get and what we ended 
up with. Irma covered most of the state. It affected almost all of us in some way. Fortunately, we did not feel 
the full impact of a Category 5 hurricane. We were spared. Unfortunately, there were pockets in the state that 
Irma did reap havoc on, but it was not as horrible as initially expected.

Now for the goodwill. Between what was collected at Fall Workshop and generous donations from other 
states, we received about $2,000 for our Mu State Emergency Fund. Your donations helped about 30 of our 
Mu State sisters. I have received many beautiful thank you notes from sisters that were so grateful for our 
help. We also collected over $500 for the International Emergency Fund. Your gifts to International have 
helped our sisters in Texas with Hurricane Harvey, in Puerto Rico with Hurricane Maria, and in California with 
the horrific wildfires. Many thanks to all of you who gave so generously. 

The blessings of the season come in the form of two new chapters. After almost a year of working on it, Delta 
Nu Chapter in Stuart became a reality on Saturday, December 2nd. Twelve wonderful ladies are its charter 
members – 10 initiates, 1 transfer, and 1 reinstatement. It was an exciting gathering and a very impressive 
ceremony. Also, the Executive Board approved the organization of a new chapter in The Villages. The organi-
zational committee for it is working hard to get things ready for a tentative May 26th chartering.

Cheer was all around us as we gathered with our other DKG sisters for good times at our many holiday meet-
ings and gatherings.

We now look to the many new opportunities that will abound for us in the New Year. In December or January, 
you will be electing new chapter officers and selecting new committee chairs and committee members. As 
our Vision Statement states, we are “Leading Women Educators,” not chair warmers. When asked to serve 
as a chapter officer, accept. It’s time to show off those leadership abilities. You were honored by membership 
because someone “noticed your work and standards, believed in your potential, and held you in high esteem.” 
As a chapter, find creative ways to fill the duties of the offices and committees in a way that is non-stressful. 
Your state officers, district directors, committee chairs, and members are here to help you work these con-
cerns out. Just contact us. We are here for you. Remember, as we work together as a team/family we can do 
anything.

District Meetings are coming! Check out our Mu State website and the Florida Rays to see when your district 
meeting will be. Along with officer training, there will be informative Society workshops and sessions geared 
to different areas of professional and personal growth. There will be something for everyone. Make plans to 
attend. Get a carload of your sisters and go join the fun, fellowship, and networking.

Wishing all of you a happy, healthy New Year! 
I look forward to meeting and talking with you in the near future. 

Let me hear from you.

Carol Ann Casey

caseyca.dkg@gmail.com
954-437-4468 (H)
954-562-8948 (C) 

“Oh, the Places We’ll Go with DKG!”
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Knowing is Understanding

Marla Cannon
Finance Chairman

memcannon@aol.com

The 2017-2019 biennium has 
had a very successful begin-
ning. The Finance Committee 
will be updating our members 
as we fulfill our responsibility 
of supervising all financial 
affairs, both expenditures and 
investments. Also, constantly 
keep in mind that we must prepare the budget for the 
next biennium. 

Our Mu State revenue is composed of state dues, 
initiation fees, interest, possible contributions if desig-
nated for such use, and any carryover from Available 
Checking. (Explanation of dues distribution: $58.00 
from each Mu State Active member’s chapter dues is 
sent to the state. The state keeps $18.00 and sends 
$40.00 to International. Reserve members’ dues are 
$27.00 and their breakdown is State $7.00 and In-
ternational $20.00. Each active and reserve member 
also has $1.00 sent to State for Scholarship of which 
80 cents stays in State and 20 cents is sent to Inter-
national.) 

The operating expenses are paid in accordance with 
the budget adopted for that fiscal year.  

We all are aware that the decline in membership 
definitely affects our annual revenue used to “Fuel” 
our Mu State’s Engine throughout the biennium. 
The Finance Committee is focused on this ongoing 
concern. We will closely monitor any changes made 
at the International Convention in July of 2018 that will 
have an effect on our revenue.  

Please go to Mu State’s web site and click on Finance 
to view all Mu State Funds.  

Mu State 
Awards Committee

Jeanne Jones, Chair
gatorview@comcast.net

The Awards Committee is looking for a few good peo-
ple that we might award at the end of this biennium. 
We are looking for someone from two of our chap-

ters to be awarded the Sara B. Ferguson Mu State 
Achievement Award for each year of the biennium. 
We are also asking you to look around your commu-
nity for the Media Friend of Education Award, some-
one who has written or broadcast something that 
furthers our educational goals. Finally, we want you 
to look at your County Commissioner, your Florida 
Legislators or our Congressional members who have 
been significant in education in our state and nomi-
nate one of them for the Legislative Friend of Educa-
tion Award.

You have plenty of time since the nominations are 
due by January 15, 2019. You will hear more about 
the awards at the District Meetings this spring. We 
want to hear from you.

Just So You Know!

Lou Burns, Nominations Chair
lwbtn1968@gmail.com

The Mu State Nominations Committee will be looking 
for one member from each district to be elected at 
each District meeting to serve on the next Nomina-
tions Committee for 2018-2020. For those members 
who meet the following criteria, please consider serv-
ing on this committee and submit your name through 
your Chapter President for your district elections.

1. Must have attended district and state meetings 
within the past 5 years. (State Bylaws require-
ment.)

2. Should be a person who has been involved at 
the state level and who knows people currently 
involved at the state level. (This goes along with 
1.)

3. Should be or has been a Chapter President- a 
suggestion but not required.

4. Should be willing to devote time and energy to 
search for good state officers. 

5. Must be available to meet in January of 2019 in 
person with the committee.

The duties of the Nominations Committee are very 
important for the future of Mu State. What is written 
on the application form doesn’t always reflect the 
qualifications of the candidate. Actions speak louder 
than words. If you meet the requirements, please 
consider serving on this committee. We need your 
input and involvement with Mu State!



The 2018 Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar

Bonnie Ignico
vbignico@gmail.com

In 2011, I attended The Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar and thoroughly enjoyed it! 
For me, I gained assurance that I could do anything and left with several goals one being 
that someday I would be on The Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar team! Now, here I 
am!

So why should YOU attend? 
Let’s break it down in a simple and direct format:

WHAT is the Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar? 
 It is a four day seminar to build on your self-esteem and leadership skills.  Whether you 
are a new teacher, seasoned professional, or retiree there is something for everyone.

WHEN does it happen?  
It will be held this summer from Sunday, June 24,

 to Wednesday, June 27, 2018.

WHERE does it take place? 
At the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary in Lake Mary, Florida

WHY should I attend? 
• Well-deserved time for yourself.
• Gives current information on new educational research and technologies.
• Focus on personal and professional development.
• Develop new friendships that create a special fellowship through get-acquainted activities and events.
• Through personal self-refection and goal-setting opportunities you are able to create a new purpose and 

aspirations for yourself.
• Important DKG issues will be addressed.

HOW much does it cost? 
The charge is $150 and many chapters pay for their members to attend. The price includes three nights stay, 
all meals, and snacks except for Monday night dinner. All materials will be included. You are responsible for 
travel arrangements.

HOW do I apply? 
You can download the application from the Mu State website: www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com OR You 
can apply at your upcoming District Meeting. We will offer The Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar work-
shop at each one. The suggested reading this year will be the following two books:

You Don’t Need a Title to be a Leader: 
How Anyone, Anywhere, Can Make a Positive Difference, 

by Mark Sanborn, 
and 

How to Lead When You’re Not in Charge: 
Leveraging Influence When You Lack Authority, 

by Clay Scroggin.

When I attend any of the DKG events, I now know a lot more members! We have a closer connection, and I 
enjoy catching up on their lives. I also gained the strength to accept being District III Director in 2014-2016! 
Whatever your goals, you will gain courage to see them through. Remember it is a wonderful time for YOU!
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Jesslyn McBride



 A BRAND NEW WORLD!                                 
Myrna J. Santos, World Fellowship Chair

ESLCARE@aol.com

On September 23, 2017, World Fellowship recipient, 
Aleksandra Ita Olszewska addressed the Mu State 
Membership with a heartfelt and poignant story of 
her experiences as a Fulbright Scholar and a DKG 
World Fellow. She will graduate from the University 
of Florida with a doctorate in Education, and she is 
the reason, personified, that the World Fellowship 
Committee does 
its best to fulfill the 
dreams of 
acquiring an ed-
ucation to young 
women in far-
away lands.                                

Aleksandra states: 
“If anyone told me 6 years ago that I would be a 
Fulbright scholar and a Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International World Fellow representing my home 
country, Poland, one day, I would not believe it. But 
it’s true! 

The following quote by Senator James William 
Fulbright on International Exchange captures what I 
have experienced: “Educational exchange can turn 
nations into people, contributing as no other form of 
communication can to the humanizing of internation-
al relations.” 

So, I am standing here in front of you because I 
dared to dream big and to work hard. I come from a 
family where my dad was not around, my mom was 
the main provider, I would wear handover clothes but 
my mom would give me the last penny to learn En-
glish. It is true that I have spent sleepless nights on 
studying, completing applications and doing 4 jobs at 
the same time to make ends meet. 

Dreaming big and working hard is one step. Making 
these big dreams come true would not be possible 
without the support of my family, friends and organi-
zations such as Fulbright, Delta Kappa Gamma, the 
World Fellowship Committee. But no individual can 
solve the world’s problems alone. A collective effort 
is required, and we each have a unique role to play.  

I am so thankful to the financial help, mentorship, 
ongoing support and friendship of the Delta Gamma 
Society, the World Fellowship Committee and Myrna 
Santos. I am grateful to be a part of this amazing 
group of women, inspiring figures from the United 
States and all the other Fellows from all around the 
world with multiple stories to tell, but with one goal.”

The thank you message below from recipient, Gloria 
Ovie, is the highest accolade to the work of the 
World Fellowship Committee and the many generous 
contributors who have made these awards possible.  

A World Fellowship Thank You

Gloria Ovie is from Nigeria attending the 
University of Calgary. She says,

“I am writing to thank you for your generous $4,000 
World Fellowship Scholarship. I was very thrilled 
and appreciative to learn that I was selected as one 
of the recipients of this scholarship. I am currently 
doing my PhD in Educational Research with my spe-
cialization in Leadership. I plan to work with women 
in the rural areas and communities, talking to women 
about the importance of education. Thanks to you 
and the women of Delta Kappa Gamma Internation-
al, I am one step closer to that goal. By awarding me 
the World Fellowship Scholarship you have lightened 
my financial burdens, allowing me to focus more on 
my coursework and research without worrying so 
much about my financial situation. Your generosity 
encourages me and keeps me inspired as I continue 
to help others and give back to my community.”

Since our beginning in 1946, we have awarded 
scholarships to 963 women from 122 countries and 
more than $3,521,000. overall. No money is ever 
taken from members’ dues; all our funds are dona-
tions, contributions, fundraiser proceeds, and/or be-
quests. DKG chapters have earned Silver and Gold 
Awards for their donations in the past, and in this 
biennium, for the very first time, the Platinum Award 
will be introduced for individuals or chapters who 
have contributed $150 or more, by March 1, 2019.
We are an International Organization that bestows 
a multitude of gifts to our scholarship recipients 
studying in the United States and Canada. World 
Fellowship is exactly that- an opportunity to demon-
strate that we are willing to share our knowledge 
with the world and assist in the camaraderie that 
makes us One World, contributing to others’ ability to 
attain a better life, as they contribute their friendship, 
kindness, and expertise to us, thereby enriching our 
lives, as well.
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Celebrating Our 
Golden Girls  

Nancy Marmesh, Chair
Membership/Expansion

nmarmesh@aol.com

A highlight at Fall Workshop this year was the cel-
ebration of our Golden Girls. We currently have 95 
women in Florida who have been DKG members for 
50 or more years. Twelve of these ladies were able 
to attend Fall Workshop. To honor these members, 
the Membership/Expansion Committee gave each 
Golden Girl a red rose corsage to wear throughout 
the weekend. This committee also set up a table 
display filled with photos, correspondence, and news 
articles to share with everyone in attendance.

On Friday evening the Golden Girls met during the 
breakout session. They shared stories, took pictures, 
reconnected with old friends, and gave solid advice 
to our First Timers. At this session we also found out 
many special details such as: Mu State Parliamen-
tarian Helen Popovich is a Golden Girl; Rozellen 
Griggs has been a DKG member for 71 years; and 
Laura Lewis still attends state, regional, and inter-
national conferences. In addition, Josephine Mc-
Glamery (Meryl Jones’ former teacher) has written 
three books, and Pat Mabry, a 55 year member, is 
the daughter of Geraldine Martin, a charter member 
of Pi Chapter in Miami-Dade.

At the Saturday luncheon, Mu State honored the 
Golden Girls by presenting each lady with a cer-
tificate. Following the meeting, chapter presidents 
took the extra certificates home to give to members 
who were unable to attend. We hope that individual 
chapters will honor their Golden Girls and share 
special stories and photos in newsletters and social 
media. We can learn so much from these inspira-
tional women.

Form 6

Reminder: Prompt notification of the death of a 
member (Form 6) should be completed by the 
chapter president and sent to Membership Services 
Administration at mem@dkg.org, Mu State Treasur-
er Beverly Stagg at bastagg@hotmail.com, and Mu 
State Necrology Representative Joann Higgins at 
gammanuhiggins@yahoo.com.

Educational Excellence 
Committee

Mary Jo Holleran, Chair
mholleran8890@gmail.

com

At each of the six district meetings 
throughout Florida in the spring 
from February 10 - April 28, the 
Educational Excellence Committee members will 
work in pairs to present a workshop to interested par-
ticipants. The theme, “Involving, Engaging & Support-
ing New Members,” will be an interactive workshop 
designed to offer participants a variety of take away 
plans to use as they promote broad membership 
involvement in the planning and implementing of 
activities in their own chapters. At meetings that offer 
a 45 minute workshop option, the presentation will 
include an introduction to and explanation of some 
of the ways each chapter can immediately involve 
and engage its new members. This will be followed 
by an interactive opportunity for participants to try 
out one or more of the ideas. At meetings that offer 
a “take away” option, a written description of several 
plans will be available for pickup. EEC looks forward 
to watching our Mu State chapters grow in strength. 
Each chapter is vital to the future of Mu State and 
every member should understand the important role 
she can play in her own chapter.

Mu State Scholarship Committee
Joanne Hogan, Scholarship Committee

joanne.hogan57@comcast.net

If you are working toward a graduate degree, please 
apply for a Mu State Scholarship. Applications may 
be obtained from me, Joanne Hogan, a member of 
the committee or on the Mu State website. Members 
to contact by district are: 

   I:   Clancy O’Donnell, lcsck@aol.com  
   II:  Susanne Griffin
        susanne.griffin@madison.k12.fl.us 
   III:  Dr. Stephanie Carey, tepcarey@yahoo.com 
   IV:  Pam Westmoreland
         pamwestmoreland65@gmail.com
   V:   Dr. Peg Dunn-Snow
         pegdunnsnow@bellsouth.net

You may call me, Joanne Hogan, at (239) 775-7849,  
email me at joanne.hogan57@comcast.net or snail 
mail me at Joanne Hogan, 5157 Lochwood Court, 
Naples, FL, 34112. Don’t delay get an application 
TODAY.



Parliamentary Moment: 
What Can We Do Now? 

Dr. Helen Popovich
Mu State Parliamentarian

hpopovich@mac.com

Merrilee Fiddlehead has just moved “that Pi Pi Chapter support our local students 
by helping them go to college.” Shirley Drowsy seconded the motion and the chair stated it. Members 
begin to buzz. Nobody wants to vote against helping students but this main motion itself is badly 
flawed, so what can we do now? Here are six options. 

1. Withdraw the motion. 
 Merrilee: “I ask permission to withdraw the motion.”
A majority vote is needed to permit withdrawal. 

2. Kill the motion without voting on it. 
 Member: “ I move to postpone the question indefinitely.”
The motion to Postpone Indefinitely requires a majority vote for approval. It kills the main motion for 
the rest of the meeting. 

3. Amend the motion. 
 Member: “I move to amend the motion by striking ‘helping them go to college’ and inserting 
‘tutoring seniors in resume writing.’”
The motion to Amend requires a majority vote for approval. 

4. Agree to a substitute motion. 
 Member: “I move to substitute for the pending motion,  ‘that the  resident meet with the high 
school principal to see how the chapter might help students prepare for college.’”
The motion to Substitute requires a majority vote for approval. If the vote to Substitute passes, the 
substitute becomes the pending motion, and the chapter must then vote on whether or not to adopt it. 

5. Refer the motion to a committee. 
 Member: “I move to refer the question to the Educational Excellence Committee, with instruc-
tions to recommend three practical ways the  chapter can help local students go to college.”
The motion to Commit (or to Refer) requires a majority vote for approval. 

6. Delay the vote. 
 Member: “I move to postpone the question until our next meeting.”
The motion to Postpone to a Certain Time (or to Postpone Definitely) requires a majority vote for ap-
proval. A question can be postponed to the next session only if that session occurs within 90 days. It 
cannot be postponed beyond the next session. 

What is not appropriate? It is not appropriate to use the motion to Lay on the Table in order to kill a 
motion without voting on it. [RONR (11th ed.), p. 216, ll. 3-20]
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District I Meeting
“Teachers Are the Artists 

of Human Potential”
Saturday, March 3, 2018

Augusta Raa Middle School
401 West Tharpe Street
Tallahassee, FL, 32303
Contact Donna Heald

dheadtlh@centurylink.net

District II Meeting  
“Run for the Roses”

Saturday, February 10, 2018
8:00 AM -2:00 PM

Marion Technical College
1014 SW 7th Road
Ocala, FL  34471

Contact Sam Wright
jsteach2@yahoo.com

District III Meeitng
“UMOJA: 

Celebrating Diversity, 
Uniting Community”

Saturday, April 14, 2018
7:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Marchman Technical College
7825 Campus Drive

New Port Richey, FL  34653
Contact Janet Tolson

Janet.tolson@gmail.com

     

District IV Meeting
“Denim and Pearls”

Saturday, March 24, 2018
Indian River State College

Henry Dixon Campus
2229 MW 9th Ave.

Okeechobee, FL  34072
Contact Linda Vaugh

rehcaet1st@hotmail.com

District V Meeting
“See the Light, 
BE the Light”

Sat, February 24, 2018
Safe Schools Institute

1790 NW Spanish River 
Blvd.

Boca Raton, FL 33431
Contact Linda Petuch

lpetuch@gmail.com

District VI Meeting
“DKG: Everything We Do Matters, 

It’s the Butterfly Effect! Live it.”
Saturday, April 28, 2018 @ 8:00 AM

Murdock Baptist Church
18375 Cochran Blvd.

Port Charlotte, FL  33948
Contact Sam King

gammanuking@gmail.com

Register for District Meetings Today!
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Chapters Sharing Their Vision

Mu State’s Beta Phi Chapter in 
Tallahassee joined their sister 
chapters in the Big Bend for a joint 
initiation and luncheon of new 
members on Saturday, October 
28, 2017. Mu State President 
Carol Ann Casey was the guest 
speaker and encouraged the 
members to get on board the 
hot air balloon to see the places 
that DKG would go. Additionally, 
President Casey honored the four 
Golden Girls from Alpha Kappa 
and Beta Phi who were unable to 
attend the fall workshop. 

Pat Eckstein and Carrie Frye 
met with Dr. Walt Griffin, Super-
intendent of Seminole County 
Schools, to discuss ways Beta 
Chi Chapter can access female 
educators who are good pros-
pects for DKG membership. Dr. 
Griffin is supportive of our efforts 
and was forthcoming with some 
ideas.

At “Santa’s Secret Workshop” 
hosted for the first time by Beta 
Sigma Chapter, children from the 
Brevard Rescue Mission chose 
Christmas gifts to give to their 
moms on Christmas morning! 
After filling their bags with small 
gifts, they decorated Christmas 
cookies and enjoyed hot choc-
olate. What a joy to see these 
homeless children experience 
the blessing of giving! “My mom’s 
gonna be SO happy,” said little 
“Janet.” It was so much fun and 
rewarding!

New Chapter
In Stuart, FL, on December 2, 
2017, Mu State installed a new 
chapter- Delta Nu Chapter. The 
photos below document their first 
meeting and capture the excite-
ment of forming a new chapter in 
the state of Florida!



Foundation through a donation using the form found 
on the Foundation’s website. Contributions may be 
made in honor or in memory of anyone.  In such 
cases, appropriate letters of acknowledgment will 
be sent.

Each chapter president was asked to provide 
members with the latest December 1 email edition 
of the Educator Express. If you have not received 
your email copy, you can find it on the Foundation’s 
website.  On behalf of the Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation, we wish you and your family a Happy 
New Year!

Cruise out of Seattle to Alaska
See towering blue glaciers, 

Spot whales,
View totem poles in Ketchikan

 Join the DKG Alaskan Glacier Cruise
Aboard the Celebrity Solstice

August 29 – September 8, 2018

Bring a spouse, a friend, a colleague
Tour the Seattle Fish Market,
Pass through a 20-mile fjord,

Learn about the 1800 Gold Rush,
Have fun!

For more information, contact
Carolyn@rants.net

or
 alaskacruisedkg.grouptoursite.com 

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation Now Accepting 

Applications for 2018 Professional 
Development Awards

Ann Tikka, District VI
annmt@Leeschools.net

The Florida DKG Educational Foundation (FLDK-
GEF) is now accepting applications for professional 

development awards 
for activities that take 
place between April 1, 
2018, and March 31, 
2019. Applications must 
be submitted electron-
ically by February 1, 
2018.  Two or more 
awards will be granted 
up to $1,500 each.

The award funds participation in professional de-
velopment activities sponsored by organizations or 
institutions other than Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International. This includes presentations or atten-
dance at conferences that will contribute significantly 
to the educator’s own professional development. 
The award may pay for registration fees and confer-
ence-related materials, travel, lodging, guest teacher 
(substitute), if not provided by the district, and other 
expenses necessary for participation in the profes-
sional development activities with the exception of 
food. Applicants should not expect duplicate funding 
from the Foundation if they receive notice of funding 
by another entity for the same professional develop-
ment activity.  Further information about the awards 
and the application is available at http://FLDKGEF.
org.  

Please remember to shop with Amazon Smile to 
give back to the Foundation.  It is simple to setup an 
account at http://smile.
amazon.com and 
each purchase gives 
back a percentage 
to the Florida DKG 
Educational Founda-
tion after assigning the 
Foundation as your 
preferred charity. You 
can also support the 
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This is the third installment of 
Poetry Corner which is now a 
regular column in the Florida 

Rays.

Featured Poet:  

Joann Higgins
Gamma Nu

Joann Higgins is a retired teach-
er from Charlotte County Schools 
and San Diego Unified Schools in 
San Diego, CA. Currently, she is 
an Adjunct Supervisor for Student 
Teacher Interns at Florida Gulf 
Coast University. Joann is married 
with two grown children, Colleen 
and Bradley, and two grandsons, 
Connor and Bryce. She moved 
to Florida thirteen years ago and 
enjoys the calmer lifestyle. 

Joann loves music and traveling 
and wishes she could do more. 
She has visited Osaka, Japan, 
Okinawa, and Hawaii. Initiated 
in 2005, she loves being a DKG 
member having served Gamma 
Nu Chapter as president and 
corresponding secretary. She 
has been a member of the State 
Communications Committee, 
Educational Excellence as Arts 
and Crafts Chair, and Membership 
Committee for Necrology.

THE ARRIVAL
by Joann T. Higgins

The grey mist filtered all the light surrounding the dock
As we disembarked the colossal ship from the wobbling gangway.  

Feelings of the voyage still lingered in my head;
It was time to step off into this uncertain new land!

I carried Giovanni close while Luigi softly whimpered.
I could sense the grey creeping all around  

As we entered the echoing massive hall the sounds 
Of immigrant voices crescendo against the walls.

The Arrival of the many tired souls 
Filled with anxious thoughts and fears has come.

I could see fellow immigrants searching 
For want of something or someone familiar.

They searched to anchor their feelings so they could grasp 
The reality of what they had done!

They Braved a long voyage from their home
To this unknown land of promises dreamed!

A familiar spoken word interrupted my wandering eyes
As a man in a grey uniform called to the tired masses,

“If you are Italian, line up at estacione doui”
I grabbed Luigi’s hand and tugged him along.

“Signora, cuanto file e nome per favore?” 
“Luigi e Giovanni.” I put my sleeping Giovanni on the chair.

Luigi muffled his cries, did not speak yet was
Gripping my coat with his fists so scared.

“Your papers are in order Signora, but we must have the doctore
Examine you e tuti file before you are free to enter.”

I searched through the mass of people and saw him at the Iron Gate.
Pasquale was clenching and stretching to see.

The grey seemed to close in more as the afternoon trudged on.
The hall became filled with cries and shouts!
Feeling nauseous from the anxiety of the trip

I prayed to San Antonio, “Let the doctore pass us through, Amen.”

Giovanni woke up conversing with the doctore,
Telling him all about the scary ocean.

It was now Luigi’s turn!
He was not going to face the doctor or say one word.

I urged him softly at first, as the minutes rolled by…
“Please talk to the doctore, he is a good man.”

I continued to coax my son to speak
Time was now slowing to a darker state.

I could see Patsy frantically waving for my attention, as 
A uniformed man tried to calm him down at the gate.

I thought, “What if Luigi doesn’t speak, they would send him back!”
He was paralyzed with fear and stubbornness! 

I know what will work for this child right now,
I pinched his arm so tight he screamed!

“I don’t want to be here, Mama! This place is filled
With terrible sounds and I can’t see through the grey!”

“Well, well, finalmente” said the doctore.  “You may go… 
 A very nervous father is standing at the gate.”

My Prayers for a speedy release, grazie, San Antonio! 
At last reunited, the Arrival was complete.
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In Memorium

Georgiana Barrett
Upsilon Chapter
Jacksonville, FL
March 29, 2016

Georgiana Barrett, 95, of Jack-
sonville, FL passed away quietly 
on March 20, 2017. She was born 
on September 21, 1922, in Lees-
burg, Ohio where she graduated 
from high school. She attended 
Capital University in Columbus, 
Ohio receiving a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Education in 1943 and the 
University of Florida receiving a 
Master’s Degree in 1954. 

Georgiana taught first grade in 
Sardinia, Ohio, Lake Worth and 
Jacksonville, FL, at Annie Bea-
man, Dupont, San Jose, Kings 
Trail, and Hendricks Avenue 
Elementary Schools. In 2003, she 
retired after teaching first grade for 
50 years. Initiated on April 1, 1956, 
into Upsilon Chapter, Georgiana 
was a member for almost 61 years 
and chapter president from 1974-
1976.

Anne Gillespie Bennett
Gamma Omicron Chapter

Valparaiso, FL
July 22, 2017 

Anne Bennett was born in the 
coal mining town of Chattaroy, 
WV, on October 2, 1932. She 
graduated from Williamson High 
School in 1949 and enrolled at 

King College in Bristol, TN, where 
she met her husband. He grad-
uated, joined the Air Force, and 
was stationed in Fairbanks, AK, 
where they were married in 1952. 

Becoming teachers in Okaloosa 
County, the Bennetts settled down 
with their two sons in Valparaiso, 
FL, in 1959. Anne taught at Nicev-
ille High for 28 years. In 1962, 
the family flew to Guam where 
they  taught for two years. In 1992, 
they retiring from teaching. Anne 
served several terms as vice-pres-
ident of Gamma Omicron Chapter. 
She opened her home for summer 
get togethers and the chapter 
Christmas Parties.

Joyce Jackson Carlton
Beta Delta Chapter

Vero Beach, FL
July 17, 2017

Joyce Carlton, 93, of Vero Beach, 
FL, was born on November 6, 
1923, in Birmingham, AL, and 
grew up in Columbiana, AL. She 
received her B.A. and Masters 
Degrees in History. from the 
University of Alabama.  In 1948, 
she began teaching history and 
English at Sylacauga High School 
in Sylacauga, AL, where she met 

Stewart Carlton, a newly-hired 
teacher and coach. They married 
in 1949, and moved to Crestview, 
FL, for a year before finally settling 
in Vero Beach in 1952. Joyce 
taught English at Vero High from 
1952 to 1968.

In 1955, Joyce was initiated into 
Tau Chapter. When Beta Delta 
Chapter was established in 1965, 
she became a charter/founding 
member who later served as chap-
ter president. 

After receiving a second Masters 
in Library Science from Appala-
chian State in Boone, NC, Joyce 
became a librarian. In 1972, the 
Superintendent of Schools for 
Indian River County recruited her 
to direct the curriculum and su-
pervise all language arts, history, 
and social studies teachers for the 
county. She used her classroom 
skills to mentor other teachers 
until her retirement in 1981.

Anne Fields
Zeta Chapter

Port St. Lucie, FL
May 21, 2017

Inducted in June of 2014, Anne 
Fields served Zeta Chapter as 
Chapter Secretary and Second 
Vice-President.  She was a music 
teacher and mentor.

Carol H. Galloway
Beta Psi Chapter

Cutler Bay, FL
March 30, 2017

Carol Galloway, 78 years old, 
passed away on March 30, 2017. 
She was born on March 4, 1939, 
in Elk Horn, Wisconsin. Carol was 
initiated into the Beta Psi Chapter 
of Delta Kappa Gamma on April 
1, 1971. She was laid to rest in 
Deltona Memorial Gardens in 
Orange City, FL.



following a brief stay at the Haven 
Hospice/ E.T. York Care Center in 
Gainesville, FL. 

She was a 1952 graduate of 
Florida A&M University where she 
received her Bachelors degree in 
Education and later received her 
Masters degree. Her teaching ca-
reer began at Shell High School 
in Hawthorne, FL, and continued 
at A. L. Mebane High School 
and Santa Fe High School in 
Alachua, FL. During these years, 
she taught English and Physical 
Education and coached the Girls’ 
Basketball and Volleyball teams 
to numerous victories. Later at 
the on-set of the integration of 
Alachua County Schools, she 
became the first Black Dean of 
Gainesville High School which 
was another achievement that 
she cherished. 

Since her initiation in 1978, Mary  
was actively involved with Delta 
Kappa Gamma, and currently 
she was a member of Gamma Xi 
Chapter in District II.  

Jodi Nesi

Sarah Lois Powell Garvin
Alpha Xi Chapter

Pensacola, FL
July 31, 2017

Sarah Lois Garvin was an ele-
mentary school teacher who was 
admired and highly respected by 
her peers. In September of 1968, 
Sarah was initated into Alpha Xi 
Chapter where she served as 
Chapter President, Founders’ 
Day Chair, and created several 
beautiful banners used during 
installation of new members. She 
enjoyed reading, gardening, and 
spending time at her childhood 
home state of Alabama where 
she was laid to rest.

Marjorie N. Gunden
Beta Kappa Chapter

Naples, FL
September 26, 2017

Marjorie Gunden, 91, of Gosh-
en, Indiana and Naples, Florida 
died at Lutheran Towers, Orlan-
do, Florida. She was born Feb. 
24, 1926, in Hopedale, Illinois. 
On August 2, 1947, in Hopedate, 
Illinois, she married Elton A. Gun-
den who preceded her in death 
September 4, 2007. Marjorie was 
a lifelong teacher, educator, and 
member of Beta Kappa Chapter.

Mary Harvey Lewis
Gamma Xi Chapter

Gainesville, FL
September 8, 2017 

Mary Harvey Lewis, age 86, 
died on  September 8, 2017, 
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Beta Mu Chapter
Middleburg, FL

July 8, 2017

Jodi Nesi, daughter of Mu State-
member Pat Litterick, passed 
away after being involved in a 
tragic boating accident on July 8, 
2017. Jodi Nesi was initiated into 
Beta Mu Chapter in 2009 where 
she served on the Membership 
Committee, Communications 
Committee, and served as First 
Vice President.  

Jodi was born in Ceiba, PR on 
July 12, 1974. During the first 
5 years of her life, Jodi lived in 
Puerto Rico, Texas, California, 
and Florida. She attended the 
University of Central Florida where 
she received her BS and MS in 
Communications Disorders. She 
had been employed by the Clay 
County School District for over 20 
years as a Speech Pathologist. 
Beyond her dedication to speech 
education, Jodi is best remem-
bered for the loving care she gave 
in raising her family as a soccer 
mom, football mom, track and field 
mom, and a dance mom. She at-
tended all of her children’s games, 
meets, recitals, and competitions. 

Jodi is survived by her husband, 
Albert Nesi, her three children, 
Anna, Joel, and Meg, her parents, 
Pat and Keith Litterick, and by 
many other loving family mem-
bers, friends, and professional 
associates. Jodi touched the lives 
of everyone she met, and she will 
be deeply missed.

Rita P. Osborn
Kappa Chapter

St. Petersburg, FL
November 12, 2017

Rita Pangborn Osborn, 91, was 
born in Cazenovia, NY, outside of 



Janice later returned to the 
University of Florida to earn her 
doctorate in educational research 
and testing. Dr. Dann moved to 
Tallahassee in 1973 to serve as 
the Director of Research for the 
Developmental Research School, 
also known as Florida High. Later, 
she worked for the Florida Depart-
ment of Education in the Assess-
ment and Testing Section.

Evelyn L. Willis
Delta Beta Chapter

Lakeland, FL
November 7, 2017

Evelyn Loudy Willis, 99, died on 
November 7, 2017. She was born 
in Dungannon, VA, on September 
20, 1918. When she was six years 
old, her family moved to Jackson-
ville. 

 In 1937, she majored in Edu-
cation and Religion at Florida 
Southern College. While attending 
college, she married Warren W. 
Willis in 1940. Evelyn taught fourth 
grade at Padgett Elementary in 
Lakeland for decades. She was 
awarded Teacher of the Year in 
1986, retired in 1991, and contin-
ued substitute teaching until she 
was 83. 

Evelyn was supportive in the es-
tablishment of the Florida United 
Methodist Youth Camp which has 
since been renamed the Warren 
W. Willis United Methodist Camp 
in Leesburg, FL. Building twelve 
bears her name as the Evelyn 
Willis Retreat House.

Syracuse. She studied education 
at the Crane School of Music in 
Potsdam, New York, and went 
on to get her master’s degree at 
Smith College in MA.

She began her 25 year teaching 
career in instrumental and vocal 
music in 1950. The Osborns came 
to St. Petersburg in 1952, and 
Rita began teaching at St. Peters-
burg Junior College in 1966. She 
interrupted her profession until all 
her five daughters were in school. 
Then she returned as a Professor 
of Music and Humanities at what 
is now known as St. Petersburg 
College. She retired from the col-
lege in 1991 and was honored as 
a professor emeritus in 2011.

She was initiated into Delta Kappa 
Gamma on April 1, 1973. Rita 
served as Kappa Chapter’s Music 
Chairman and on the Educational 
Excellence Committee.

Virginia Dair Pridgen
Eta Chapter

DeFuniak Springs, Fl
December 2, 2017

Virginia Pridgen was born on 
September 24, 1930, and passed 
away peacefully on December 2, 
2017, at her home in Gaskin, FL, 
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with her children by her side. She 
spent most of her career with the 
Walton County School District- 
first as a teacher and then as a 
principal at Paxton High School. 
She was an active member of the 
First Christian Church of DeFu-
niak Springs and the Beats Me 
band, regularly performing at the 
Chautauqua Rehabilitation Center. 
Virginia lived life to the fullest and 
enjoyed every day of her life.

Dr. Janice P. Smith-Dann
Alpha Kappa Chapter

Tallahassee, FL
December 18, 2017

Janice Smith-Dann, 87, passed 
away on December 18, 2017. Dr. 
Dann was born in Philadelphia, 
PA, on January 3, 1930. She grew 
up in Wheeling, WV. At the age 
of 13, Janice’s family moved near 
Detroit, MI. 

Janice left college to marry her 
high school sweetheart, and the 
family moved to Fort Lauderdale in 
1954. When her husband became 
seriously ill and unable to work, 
Janice attended Broward Commu-
nity College at night while working 
as a secretary. She finished her 
bachelor’s degree in elementa-
ry education and her master’s 
degree at Florida State University 
in 1965. 

She served as a guidance coun-
selor at Nova High School in Fort 
Lauderdale and as an Educational 
Research Associate in Broward 
County Schools from 1965 -1970. 



 2018 Mu State FL 
District Meetings

District I- March 3- Tallahassee
“Stepping Stones to Success”
Augusta Raa Middle School

District II- February 10- Ocala
“Run for the Roses”

Marion Technical College

District III- April 14- New Port Richey
“Umoja- Celebrating Diversity, 

Uniting Community”
Marchman Technical College

District IV- March 24- Okeechobee
“Denim & Pearls”

Indian River State College

District V- February 24- Boca Raton
“See the light; BE the Light”

Safe Schools Institute

District VI- April 28- Port Charlotte
“DKG: Everthing We Do Matters; 

It’s the Butterfly Effect!”
Murdock Baptist Church

Information Sources 

DKG Mu State Florida Website
www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

DKG Mu State (FL) 
on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/
DKG-Florida-State-Organiza-

tion-128818413969052/

Florida (Mu State) on Twitter
@DKGMuState FL 

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation Website

www.fldkgef.org

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Facebook
www.facebook.com/FLDKGEF

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Twitter

@FLDKGEF

Florida Rays
 

Members are encouraged 
to  email information to 
be used in the Florida 

Rays to Bonnie Kelley at 
MuStateEditor@gmail.com

    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1............Summer           
    September 1........Fall
    December 1.....Winter
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Chapter President
Form 6, Report of the 
Death of a DKG Member, 
is to be prepared by the 
chapter president imme-
diately upon the death of 
a member. A copy is to be 
sent to each of the follow-
ing:

Membership Services 
Administration
P.O. Box 1589 

Austin, TX 78767
or mem@dkg.org

Beverly Stagg
Mu State Treasurer

bastagg@hotmail.com

Joann Higgins
Mu State Necrology
gammanuhiggins

@yahoo.com


