
   

Florida Rays
The  Florida State Organization of Delta Kappa Gamma 

Vol. 64  No. 3                    Oh, the Places We’ll Go With DKG!                     Spring 2019 

Rally in Tally (continued).......................................2
FL State DKG President’s Message..................... 3
Birthday Chapters & Professional Development.. 4
FL State Biennial Convention Registration........... 5
Betty Thornton Arts and Crafts Gallery.................6
State Convention Schedule & Keynote Speaker.. 7
Parliamentary Moment & Bylaw Changes............ 8 
Educational Excellence & Musicians Needed...... 9

2019-2021 Slate of Officers.............................10-12
Membership..........................................................12
The Arts.................................................................13
Chapters Share Their Vision............................14-16
FL Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar..............17
International Conference: Arts & Humanities....... 18
A Celebration of Life.............................................19
Upcoming Meeting Dates..................................... 20

What’s Inside?

2019 FL DKG Third Annual Statewide “Rally in Tally”
Nancy Bentz, 

Legislative Chair
nbentz@aol.com

Carrie Frye, 
Executive Secretary

cfrye@gmail.com
What a successful event! A total of 
31 Florida DKG members participat-
ed during the February 11-12 func-
tion orchestrated by Nancy Bentz 
and Carrie Frye. Monday night, 
Nancy Bentz eloquently addressed 
the attendees by asking participants 
to look to the future and work TO-

GETHER to make an impact with our legislators. An action plan was proposed:     
1.  Attend local delegation meetings and visit with legislators in home districts.
2.  Become more familiar with the watchdog organizations and support the ones with which we align.
3.  Correspond or converse with our elected officials through calling (cell phone speed dialing). We 
continue to strengthen our influence as we turn up the volume!
4.  Work toward educating chapter members on our issues with the goal of “firing ‘em up” on the issues 
so they may then speak out to others. 
5.  One final hefty goal is to acquire permission to speak to faculties in 
your area about our issues, or reserve a room at a local library with a 
topic to discuss such as:  A Study: The Hidden Costs of Charter School 
Choices.

Nancy then reviewed the “Talking Points” for Tuesday meetings with 
legislators from around the state. Gwen Graham, guest speaker, 
emphasized the importance of holding legislators accountable. She 
addressed the need for integrity of elected officials and with much 
emotion validated and expressed appreciation of educators for all we 
do. The photo on the right includes Gwen Graham, Carrie Frye, Carol 
Ann Casey and Nancy Bentz.
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“Rally in Tally” (continued)
Beta Phi President, Sharon Simmons, arranged for the Monday dinner 
venue, and Beta Phi Chapter members Jan Bennitt, Wafa Elksa, 
Donna Heald, Andrea Notley, Vanessa Pinto, and Carol Rice provided 
a sumptuous meal. Several out-of-towners contributed delicious dishes, 
too.

Dr. Nancy Henning secured our spacious meeting space at the Capitol 
for Tuesday meetings through Representative Lorrane Ausley’s office. 
The agenda included the following talking points:

1.  Human Trafficking HB219/SB370– increasing penalties for solicita-
tion of prostitution involving victims of human trafficking;
2.  For-profit charter schools SB584– prohibiting charter schools from 
operating as, or being operated by, a for-profit corporation, etc.;
3.  Defunding public education SJR344– Tax exemption from school 
district levies,
4.  Florida State Standards (Common Core);
5.  Teacher Recruitment and Retention; and 
6.  School Choice and Privatizing Education.

Contact any DKG participants if you wish more information on the Talking 
Points. The following legislators, or a legislative assistant from office of 
legislator listed, met with us:

Senator David Simmons; 
Representatives Clay Yarborough, Loranne Ausley, Amber    
Mariano, Toby Overdorf, Bruce Antone, Jennifer Sullivan,    
and Ardian Zika; 
Ben Wilcox, Integrity Florida Research Director, shared a summary 
of an in-depth report which examines the growth of the charter school 
sector in Florida, and the impact it is having on the state’s public educa-
tion system. If interested, contact any rally participant who will forward the 
complete report to you.

The following Rally participants are listed by district: 

District I Nancy Henning, Merle Jones, Cassie Burnham; 
District II Roxanne Berger, Kathy Raiford; 
District III Molly Adams, Arlene Burrows, Beth Hess, Bonnie  
     Ignico, Sheryl McKay, Bev McKinney, Nancy 
  Reynolds, Paula Schelling; 
District IV Nancy Brice, Carrie Frye, Kerry McRae, Rebekah   
  Richey; 
District V Nancy Bentz, Carol Ann Casey, Linda Petuch, and   
  Deane Ugalde.

Let’s make our voices heard, 
Ladies! Call, text, or email your 
district legislators or, better yet, 
schedule a meeting with them in 
their district office near you. 

TOGETHER
we will make a difference 

in Florida!



Florida State DKG President’s Message

A wonderful early Spring to all of you. We started off the New Year with a rather 
chilly and sometimes down right cold January, but we survived it. I hope by the 
time Valentine’s Day arrived you were thawing out.

This 2019 year is off and moving. February brought us our annual “Rally in Tally” 
on February 11-12. We had good representation and met several of our state 
aides/legislators and shared our concerns with them.

DKG Florida State will continue to change and take flight this year. A reminder that 
starting with our next issue (Summer) of the Florida Rays, it will be going solely 
electronically. It will no longer be sent in the postal mail. If you have been receiving 
your Rays by mail, you need to contact Bonnie Kelley (Florida Rays’ editor) at 
MuStateEditor@gmail.com and give her your email address.

I have enjoyed reading the many things your chapters are doing either in the Rays or your chapter newslet-
ters. Please continue to send chapter goings on and photos to Bonnie Kelley to include in the Rays. Also 
consider sending photos of chapter activities to your district director to have placed on your district’s webpage 
on our website.

We will also begin collecting dues earlier this year. Dues deadline has been changed to June 30th. This gives 
you a chance to take care of this before heading off for the summer. Your chapter treasurer will probably start 
early bird collecting in the next couple of months. 

Remember you can now carry on chapter meetings partially or entirely electronically as long as you amend 
your chapter rules to allow it.

Before you know it, our FL State Spring Convention will be here. Mark April 26-28, 2019 on your calendar and 
join your DKG sisters at the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary. Lots of good things are being planned for you. We’ll 
begin on Friday evening with our enjoyable Social Hour in the Grand Foyer and Terrace/Patio. Saturday will 
bring our Executive Board Meeting and General Session at which time you will elect our new state officers 
and vote on the bylaw’s amendments. Then take in outstanding workshops, a fun-filled Birthday Celebration 
Luncheon and our elegant Presidents’ Banquet that evening. Sunday will bring a close to our weekend with 
the beautiful and moving Ceremony of Remembrance. Helen Popovich, our International Representative, will 
speak at the luncheon and our special guest, the nationally known Susan Scanlan, will speak at the banquet.

At the “Roots and Wings” Birthday Luncheon, we will be honoring the chapters that have or will be turning 50, 
60, or 80+ this biennium. Please be on hand to help celebrate.

Love to sing? We need you in our chorus for the banquet and Ceremony of Remembrance. Contact Ann 
Comforter, FL State music representative, at anncomforter@gmail.com. 

I want to thank you again for the generous donations you made to the Florida State Emergency Fund. I have 
received many notes of thanks and gratitude from our members who we have been able to assist.

Looking ahead to this summer, the SER International Conference is in Asheville, NC, from June 27-29, 2019. 
Its theme is “Arts and Humanities”. Lots of really interesting, fun-filled, and rewarding workshops are being 
planned. Several of our Florida State members will be presenting. Check it out on the International website. 
Registration is now open.

Oh, the places we’ll gO with DKg!

Carol Ann Casey
caseyca.dkg@gmail.com
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Florida State Organization
Birthday Chapters of 50, 60 and 80+ Years

2017-2019 Biennium

50 Years
Beta Lambda – I     Clancy O’Donnell  lcsck@aol.com  
Beta Mu - II       Dunia Jean-Baptiste  teachaka@aol.com 
Beta Nu - IV       Laura Murray  laura.murray73@gmail.com 
Beta Xi - V       Nancy Bentz  nbentz@aol.com 
Beta Pi - II       Kim Pinter   kimkins32@yahoo.com 
Beta Rho - II       Janis Turecky  janisturec@bellsouth.net  
Beta Sigma - IV       Vicky Biro   vbiro@cfl.rr.com 
        Debbie Phelps  debbiephel@gmail.com 
Beta Upsilon - VI     Suzanne McLauchlin samamado@aol.com 

60 Years
Alpha Beta - II       Terrye Mosley  temo8@outlook.com  
Alpha Gamma - VI  Mary Pete Martin  marypetemartin@gmail.com  
Alpha Delta - VI       Ann-Marie Spakowski spakowski913@gmail.com 
Alpha Eta – IV       Susan Foster  susan.foster@ocps.net 
Alpha Iota - III       Deborah Guinn  dguinn@tampabay.rr.com 
        Karen Whiteside  whitesided57@gmail.com 
Alpha Kappa - I       Nancy Watson  watsonnh@gmail.com 
Alpha Lambda - I     Diane Driggers  diane.j.driggers@gmail.com 

80 + Year
Alpha (84) - II       Kathy Raiford  kathynole1@comcast.net 
Beta (83) - IV       Kris Sternberg  kris.sternberg@gmail.com 
Gamma (82) - III      Marilyn Olivio  mccolivio@outlook.com 
Delta (82) - II       Janis Slean   tmslean@windstream.net 
Epsilon - V       Michelle Martinez-Blanco pixiegirl17@gmail.com 
        Joan Soltz   joan.soltz@yahoo.com

Members 
May Receive 
Professional 

Development Hours
Members who wish to receive 
15 professional development 
hours for attending the April 
2019 Florida DKG Convention 
must go to www.paec.org/
deltakappagamma no later 
than Friday, April 26, 2019, 
and register. Those within the 
PAEC area may register for 
their hours through their own 
professional development 
process.

Once registered, members 
must sign in on a separate 
form on Friday at the con-
vention registration desk. 
They must attend sessions at 
all time slots beginning with 
Friday evening and ending on 
Sunday, April 28, following the 
Celebration of Life Ceremo-
ny. Those who are interested 
in the hours but may have 
a competing responsibility 
during a workshop, general 
session, meeting, or meal time 
must have prior approval of 
the duty in lieu of a scheduled 
session if they wish to receive 
the 15 professional develop-
ment hours. 

All who register for the 15 
hours must go on-line follow-
ing the completion of the con-
vention and satisfactorily com-
plete the follow-up exercise 
no later than July 30, 2019. 
Instructions for completing the 
follow-up will be available at 
the registration table.

Questions regarding the pro-
fessional development hours 
or the process, itself, should 
be directed to Dr. Beverly 
Helms at bevhelms@em-
barqmail.com. 
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DKG Florida State Organization Biennial Convention 
April 26-28, 2019 

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary 
Registration Form 

 
     “Oh, the Places We’ll Go with DKG!” 
Print or type one name per form: 
Name: ___________________________ Chapter:__________________ District:___________ 
Address: __________________________City: _________________  Zip: _____________ 
Phone: _________________________    Email:_________________________________ 
 
Check all that apply: 
☐Member ☐First time attending a state meeting   ☐Current Chapter President   ☐District Director 
 
☐State Officer or Related Personnel: ________________________ ☐Past State President 
 
☐State Committee Chairman: (Name of committee)_______________________________________________________ 
 
☐ Dietary restrictions: (list specifics) _________________________________________________ 
Registration Deadline: Postmarked on or before April 10, 2019  
Member Registration          $60.00 _________             Make check payable to:  Delta Kappa Gamma 
(Includes Materials, Fri. Social & Sat. Lunch)     Check #____________________________ 
Guest Friday night social  $25.00 _________ 
Guest Saturday luncheon  $30.00 _________  Send to: Pat Eckstein 
Member Saturday night banquet $50.00 _________  6939 Sylvan Woods Drive 
Guest Saturday night banquet  $50.00 _________  Sanford, FL 32771 
Late registration fee (After 04/10) $40.00 _________  Phone: 407-947-0824 
Total Included    _______________  Email:  pateckstein@yahoo.com 
         
No refunds after April 18, 2019 
☐ Will attend Fri. night Social (Member)     

☐ Will attend Sunday Celebration of Life                                                                                      
              
Check on line for Convention Schedule/Agenda. (dkgmustateflorida.weebly.org)    

 
Please Note: Unless you indicate below, your attendance at this meeting gives permission for your photo 
and contact information, (if needed) to be used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication. 
☐  No, I do not want my photo or contact information used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary                       Group Reservation 
1501 International Parkway                           Delta Kappa Gamma or DKG 

               Lake Mary, Florida 32746                                 April 26-28, 2019 
Phone:  407-995-1100 or 800-380-7724 
On-line booking link: Book your group rate for Delta Kappa Gamma State 
Convention 2019
Rates: Single-$121.00   Double- $121.00    Triple - $121.00     Quad - $121.00 
  (Room rates will also include tax) 
 
Each reservation must be guaranteed with a first night’s deposit or major credit 
card.  Please specify the group name to receive your group rate. 
 
Reservation cut-off date is: April 2, 2019 
Any reservations after this date will be subject to availability. 
 
Refund Policy: Cancellations, no shows, or early departures without 48 hour 
advance notice will result in forfeiture of one night’s deposit or a charge of one 
night’s stay to a credit card.  

Directions from turnpike: 
Take I-4 exit, EXIT 259 Orlando/Tampa 
Merge onto I-4E toward Downtown 
Orlando 
Take CR-46A exit, EXIT 101A toward 
Sanford/Heathrow 
Turn left onto H.E. Thomas Jr. Pky. 
CR-46A W 
Turn left onto International Pky. 
Turn left onto Heathrow Center Lane 
Destination ahead 
 
Directions from I-95: 
Take I-95 to exit 223 (Sanford/Mims) 
Head west on Rt. 46 
Turn left onto International Pky. 
Turn left onto Heathrow Center Lane 
Destination ahead 



Betty Thornton Arts & Crafts Gallery
Florida DKG Spring Convention 

at the Orlando Marriott Hotel Lake Mary
April 26 - 28, 2019

    
Carolyn McGowan, Chair, mmcdm1@aol.com

DKG Florida State President Carol Ann Casey, First Vice President Nancy Henning,  Chair Carolyn Mc-
Gowan, and The Educational Excellence Committee are working hard to have a memorable, exciting, and fun 
biennium celebration of the Betty Thornton Arts and Crafts Gallery. In order to do so, we need your Arts and 
Crafts! We want to display your beautiful labors of love produced with your hands. Do not hide these works of 
art in your homes. Bring them to the Spring Convention for all our Florida DKG members to “Ah” and “WOW” 
over. 

This celebration is going to take place in Orchid II & III. Yes, we are combining the Gallery and the Chapter 
Sales into one larger opened room in order to have better traffic flow.

By the time you receive this issue of the Florida Rays, the deadline soon will be approaching. Please do not
dilly dally. Send your registration to Carolyn McGowan before the deadline of April l, 2019. We are looking 
forward to celebrating you and your talents, accomplishments, and personal growth.  

REGISTRATION FORM
Please print or type one name per form.

Name____________________________________ Chapter __________________________ District______

Address____________________________________City____________________________ Zip _________

Phone_________________________ E-mail___________________________________________________

I plan to enter the following item(s) in the Arts and Crafts Gallery:                (Check all that apply)

Painting(s):    ___oil ___watercolor ___photography ___other (specify)___________________

Needlework(s):  ___knitting  ___crochet  ___crewel  ___embroidery  ___sewing
   ___other (specify) ___________________________________________________

Literary work(s):  ___poetry  ___short story  ___novel  ___other (specify)_____________________ 

Miscellaneous arts, crafts and/or musical arrangements:  ___(specify)____________________________

Recordings may be used to demonstrate musical expertise or live performance. We are encouraging all mem-
bers who have musical talent to perform either live, or bring a taped recording (DVD) to be played during the 
Arts and Crafts Gallery.

SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: Carolyn McGowan 
at mmcdm1@aol.com 

or
230 Overlook Drive

Clermont, Florida 34711-2428

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  April 1, 2019
An acceptance email and directions will be sent upon receipt of this form.
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Florida State Organization Convention
April 26 – 28, 2019

Schedule at a Glance

Friday, April 26, 2019

3:00–5:30 PM  Displays and Chapter Marketplace Set-ups   
   
3:00–9:00 PM  Registration     
    
4:00–6:00 PM  Special State and Committee Meetings
5:50–8:30 PM  Arts & Crafts Gallery and Chapter Marketplace 
  
6:00–6:50 PM  Florida State Committee Meetings
7:00–7:50 PM  1st Timers Welcome and Orientation
   Breakout Session I
8:00–8:50 PM  Social Hour
8:45–10:00 PM  Chorus Practice     
        
Saturday, April 27, 2019

7:15 AM  Registration 
8:00– 10:15 AM   Executive Board Meeting & General Session 
 
10:25– 11:10 AM  Breakout Session II
10:30 AM– 3:30 PM Arts & Crafts Gallery and Chapter Marketplace 
11:20 AM- 12:05 PM Breakout Session III
12:15– 2:30 PM  Awards/Birthday Luncheon– “Roots & Wings”

Rehearsals

2:45– 3:30 PM         Presentation, District Directors & 
   Chapter Presidents    
   Installation – Officers 
2:45– 4:15 PM  Chorus      
3:00– 4:15 PM  Ceremony of Remembrance   
      
Banquet
5:40 PM  Line Up for Presidents’ Banquet   
6:00 PM  Banquet

Sunday, April 28, 2019

7:30– 8:00 AM  Chorus Rehearsal    
8:00– 8:45 AM  Ceremony Rehearsal    
8:45– 9:00 AM  Enter for Ceremony of Remembrance  
9:00– 9:45 AM  Ceremony of Remembrance   
10:15 AM  Planning Session for Florida State 2019-2021
   Officers, District Directors & Committee Chairs

State 
Convention 

Keynote 
Speaker

Susan Scanlan 
is a Phi Beta 
Kappa graduate 
of Sweet Briar 
College and holds 

a master’s degree in modern languag-
es from Tulane University. She is an 
accomplished, articulate, and humor-
ous woman’s woman. In 1977, Susan 
Scanlan helped found the Congressio-
nal Caucus for Women's Issues and its 
policy arm- the Women’s Research & 
Education Institute (WREI). Ms. Scan-
lan served as director of the Caucus 
for five years before becoming director 
of WREI's Congressional Fellowships 
on Women & Public Policy. 
 
Ms. Scanlan began her career on 
Capitol Hill as legislative director for 
Representative Charles Wilson, where 
she helped author legislation that 
admitted women to the U.S. military 
academies and established Women’s 
History Month in March. In 2009, she 
was elected to the board of the Na-
tional Women’s History Museum that 
works to bring awareness of American 
women’s contributions to our country 
by depicting them at the National Mall 
in Washington, D.C.

From 2005-2013, Ms. Scanlan was 
elected chair of the National Council of 
Women's Organizations, a coalition of 
over 200 progressive women's groups 
representing more than 12 million 
American women. A frequent speaker 
on issues affecting women and their 
families, Ms. Scanlan has appeared 
on ABC, CNN, and PBS as well as 
in The Washington Post, New York 
Times, and other major media outlets 
to talk about health care, Title IX, and 
women in combat. 

Susan Scanlan will be the key-
note speaker at the banquet held 
on Saturday, April 27, at the 2019 
Florida DKG State Convention. 
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Questions About  
Proposed Bylaws 

Changes
Question:  My chapter would like to 
meet electronically.  Are there any 
caveats?

Answer:  You may meet electronically 
as long as members present at the 
meeting may both hear one another 
and be able to participate during the 
meeting.

Question:  Who should attend dis-
trict meetings?

Answer:  District meetings are for all 
members.  While there will be specific 
workshops to train incoming presi-
dents, treasurers, membership chairs, 
and Educational Excellence chairs, 
there will be general leadership train-
ing for all other members as well.

Question:  Is it necessary to make 
note of the termination of a mem-
ber?

Answer:  When a member is terminat-
ed it shall be recorded in the chapter 
minutes with the name of the member 
as well as the reason and date of 
termination.  This was an amendment 
to the International Standing rules.

Question:  Should my chapter have 
a Special Needs Committee?

Answer:  Each chapter is encouraged 
to have this type of committee to be 
notified in case of a member’s ill-
ness, trouble or need.  They are then 
responsible to notify other members, 
send card(s) or flower(s), etc.  In my 
chapter, we call it the Cheer Commit-
tee.

If you have other questions about the 
proposed changes to the Florida State 
Organization bylaws, plan to attend 
the Q&A session at the State Orga-
nization convention. Also, feel free to 
contact Bylaws Chairman, Barbara 
Van Diepen at vandiepn61@bell-
south.net.

Parliamentary Moment: 
Tips for Handling 

Mandatory Amendments

Dr. Helen Popovich, PRP
DKG Florida State Parliamentarian

hpopovich@mac.com
 

Across the Society, chapters and state organizations are concerned 
about how to handle efficiently the extraordinary number of amend-
ments to state organization bylaws and chapter rules that are man-
dated by the amendments the 2018 convention made to the DKG 
Constitution and International Standing Rules.

Presidents, in particular, are concerned about the time it will take 
at a chapter meeting or state convention to vote individually on all 
of the amendments necessary to bring their chapter rules or state 
organization bylaws and standing rules into compliance with the 
Constitution and International Standing Rules. The simplest way 
to address this concern is for chapters and state organizations 
to amend their own rules/bylaws in order to authorize their rules/
bylaws committees or some other body, such as the officers or the 
executive committee, to make those mandated amendments auto-
matically and to report the changes to the membership. 

During the Florida DKG State Convention,
International Parliamentarian Helen Popovich
will be the Keynote Speaker at the luncheon 

held on Saturday, April 27, 2019,
at the Orlando Marriott Hotel

in Lake Mary, Florida.
For example, Florida chapters could adopt an amendment stating, 
“These chapter rules shall be amended, as necessary, by the rules 
committee to bring them into compliance with the DKG Constitution 
and International Standing Rules and with the Florida State Orga-
nization Bylaws and Standing Rules. Notice of these amendments 
shall be published in the chapter newsletter and on the chapter 
website.” Note that the amendment needs to specify who is autho-
rized to make the amendments and how the membership is to be 
notified. It can also specify a date by which the amendments must 
be made and time by which the members must be notified.

If such an amendment is adopted, it becomes effective immedi-
ately; so, if it is adopted at a meeting before any of the mandatory 
amendments are proposed, no mandatory amendments will need 
to be considered individually, either at that meeting or at any future 
meeting.
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Educational Excellence

Mary Jo Holleran, Chair
mholleran8890@gmail.com

The 2017-2019 Educational Excellence Commit-
tee promoted the immediate involvement of newly 
inducted chapter members in their chapters’ activ-

ities. We presented a 50 minute workshop at each of the six district 
meetings in the spring of 2018 during which we presented to our au-
diences an opportunity to hear our rationale, share and brainstorm 
ideas that would immediately engage newly inducted members, so 
that each could become involved as a vital new chapter member.

We recommend that each chapter consider inviting locally active 
educators to attend, and perhaps speak, at an upcoming chapter 
meeting, so that chapter members develop a deeper understanding 
of the need for them to reach out with support. These educators 
may develop an interest in the chapter’s activities, may choose to 
attend additional meetings, programs, and social activities of the 
chapter and perhaps respond with an interest in membership. 

Chapter members are encouraged to work directly with area edu-
cators at school sites, via email or after hours to share their time 
and talents. Our own Cheryl Shambaugh regularly volunteers in a 
classroom at the elementary school in which she herself taught for 
many years. Cheryl will tell you in detail about the many ways she 
benefits while she generously and enthusiastically gives of her time. 
Mary Jo Holleran, our committee chair and recently retired high 
school Career Guidance Counselor, was an active educator that 
benefited from the time and skills of a special volunteer who gave of 
her time weekly for 18 years! 

Those who are ready to reach out but cannot physically visit a 
school might be able to communicate electronically and/or help pre-
pare materials in the form of bulletin board displays, project materi-
als for the students, set up and help chaperone class field trips and 
share resources that are tried and true. Our educators might need 
an afternoon or evening off. Retired educators and DKG members 
could prepare and deliver a meal or invite these active educators 
for a cup of coffee, lunch or dinner during which they can share 
thoughts about ways to lighten their load. Sometimes a teacher 
needs a listening ear.
There is no limit to the list of ways we can rally around our active 
educators before, during and after the bell rings.

  Chair: Mary Jo Holleran, District VI
  Kim Baggs, District II
  Nancy Bentz, District V
  Gale Carter, District VI
  Ann Comforter, District I
  Carolyn McGowan, District IV
  Yvonne McShay, District III
  Cheryl Shambaugh, District III

Musicians Needed
for State Convention

Ann Comforter
Florida State Music Director
anncomforter@gmail.com 

Cell: (850) 227-5600

Greetings! I am a member and past 
president of Beta Beta Chapter, and 
I have the honor of serving as your 
DKG Florida State Music Represen-
tative for this biennium. 

The DKG State Chorus 
needs you! 

If you have sung with the chorus be-
fore or you enjoy singing, please join 
us at the spring convention in April. 
Please let me know at your earliest 
convenience if you will be able to join 
your sisters. You may email me or 
text… whichever is easiest for you. 
I hope you will be able to join us for 
a music filled good time. The DKG 
Florida State Choir will be singing at 
the President’s Banquet on Saturday 
night and the Ceremony of Remem-
brance on Sunday morning. Vanessa 
Pinto will be accompanying.

Chorus rehearsals are scheduled 
as follows:

Friday, April 26, 8:45-10:15 p.m.

Saturday, April 27, 2:45-4:15 p.m.

Sunday, April 28, 7:30-8:00 a.m.

I look forward to working with you!
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President: 
Dr. Nancy Henning

Dr. Nancy Henning, current 1st 
Vice-President of DKG Florida 
State, graduated with a B.S. 
in Elementary Education and 
Early Childhood Education, M.S. 
in Math Education, Specialist 
Degree in Educational Leader-
ship, and a Ph.D. in Education 
Leadership.  

In 1989, Nancy was initiated 
into Iota Chapter where she 
has served continually, as well 
as state elected offices/commit-
tees. She has attended all chap-
ter and state meetings, regional 
conferences, and international 
conferences since 1990. She 
has attended state and interna-
tional leadership seminars. She 
has the ability to lead groups 
to accomplish a given task, facil-
itated workshops at local, state 
and international levels, and has 
a strong commitment to DKG, 
its goals and leadership design.

Dr. Henning served Fairview 
Middle School in Leon County 
as a seventh grade mathe-
matics teacher, 21st Century 
Community Learning Center 
administrator and Communi-

cations Academy Coordinator. 
At Cobb Middle School, she was 
Dean of Students and a math in-
structor. Previously, Nancy taught 
at Wakulla Middle, Crawfordville 
Elementary, and Sopchoppy 
Elementary in Wakulla County. In 
1990, she was named Teacher of 
the Year at Cobb Middle School. In 
1994, she received a Florida State 
Scholarship for DKG. In 1997, she 
received the Herman Frick Gradu-
ate Student Award at Florida State 
University’s College of Education. 
In 2009, she was named 21st 
Century Community Learning Site 
Coordinator of the Year for Com-
munities in Schools.

Dr. Henning has been a workshop 
speaker/presenter at the Florida 
Association of School Boards, 
Florida League of Middle Schools 
Conference, Florida State Uni-
versity, and Florida After-School 
Alliance Conference. Her top-
ics range from Discipline in our 
Schools, The Liaison Between 
the Courts and the Schools, The 
role of the Female Administrator 
in Public Schools, and Effective 
Parenting Skills.

First Vice President: 
Roxanne Berger

2019-2021 Slate of Officers
Rose Ann Verheyen, Chair, Nominations Committee

The Nomination Committee met on January 12, 2019, at the Hilton Gardens Inn in Lake Mary.  At that 
time, the candidates’ applications and qualifications were discussed and reviewed.  After careful de-
liberations, the Committee approved the following slate of officers for the 2019-2021 Biennium:

Roxanne Berger current 2nd Vice 
President graduated with a B.A. 
and M.A. in Music Education from 
the University of South Florida 
in Tampa. Roxanne was a K-12 
school chorus director.  In 1992 
she was appointed assistant 
principal to select, design, recruit, 
implement, and sustain the Middle 
School Center for the Arts Magnet 
School in Pinellas County.

Roxanne joined Delta Kappa 
Gamma in 1980 into Beta Iota 
where she served as President 
three times including 1986-1988, 
2004-2006, and 2006-2008.  She 
attended Florida’s Jesslyn Mc-
Bride Leadership Seminar I and II 
in 1987 and 1988.  She attended 
eight International Conventions 
beginning with Atlanta, ten South-
east Regional Conferences, and 
all the Florida Activities.
 
Roxanne is currently a member of 
Gamma Gamma  and has served 
at the state level as 2nd Vice- 
President 2017-2019, Correspond-
ing Secretary 2018-2019, and 
Recording Secretary 2015-2017.
From 2000-2002, she was the Dis-
trict III Director. At the state level, 
she has been a member of the 
Awards, Educational Excellence, 
Finance, Necrology, and Scholar-
ship Committees. Since 1993 Rox-
anne served as the director of the 
Florida State Chorus four times.  
In 2007, she was inducted into the 
Florida State Hall of Fame. From 
2013-2016, Roxanne served as 
Florida Music Chair. In 2014, she 
was selected to attend the Golden 
Gift Leadership Seminar in Austin, 
Texas.
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We are confident that this slate of officers will fully embrace our vision 
and become agents of change in our Delta Kappa Gamma Society.

Second Vice President: 
Terry Stanilonis

Terry Stanilonis graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary 
Education, Master of Education in 
Counselor Education, and Master 
of Education in Educational Lead-
ership from the University of North 
Florida.

Terry was employed by the Clay 
County Schools. Her experience 
spanned 35 years from 1980-
2015. Starting in 1980-1982, 
Terry was a first grade teacher 
at Grove Park Elementary. From 
1982-2002, she taught first grade, 
kindergarten and was a guidance 
Counselor at Ridgeview Elemen-
tary. Following her experience at 
the elementary level Terry was 
hired as a guidance counselor at 
Ridgeview High School from 2002-
2007. Terry’s career followed a dif-
ferent path when she transferred 
to the district office in 2007 as In-
structional Personnel Specialist for 
the Division of Human Resources.  
In 2010, she assumed the admin-
istrative position of Supervisor of 
Instructional Personnel, Division 
of Human Resource up until her 
retirement, June 30, 2015.   

In 2002, Terry was initiated into 
Beta Mu Chapter where she 
served as President, 1st Vice 
President, and corresponding sec-
retary. She has served on com-

munication/publicity, nominations, 
and membership committees. She 
recently, served on Beta Mu’s 50th 
Anniversary Celebration Com-
mittee.  She is currently District II 
Director and has traveled the state 
to attend Districts I, II, III and IV 
meetings in 2016 and 2018. 

At the state level, she is currently 
serving on the Leadership Com-
mittee, has attended all Fall work-
shops and State Conventions and 
has been a presenter for Lead-
ership workshops. She has also 
served on the SAP and Communi-
cations and Publicity committees.

Terry has attended Southeast 
Regional Conferences (SERC) 
in Kentucky and Orlando. She 
served as MC for Florida Night at 
the Southeast Regional in Or-
lando. Terry will be facilitating a 
break out session at the upcoming 
SERC in Asheville. At the Interna-
tional level, Terry attended con-
ferences in New York and Austin 
where she attended numerous 
workshops with an emphasis on 
membership and leadership.

Terry Stanilonis is an encourager!  
She finds the positives and con-
centrates on those to help every 
person she meets grow and feel 
worth. Her smile alone lights up a 
room and is a warm welcome. 

Recording Secretary: 
Nancy Marmesh

Nancy Marmesh received her 
Bachelor in Education from Penn 
State University in Elementary and 
Early Childhood and a Master in 
Education from Florida Interna-
tional University. She has been an 
Elementary Professional Growth 
Team Leader 2000-2002, Nation-
al Board Certified Teacher 2003, 
Enhancing Education through 
Technology Mentor/Instructor 
2004-2006, University of Florida 
Graduate Fellows Program 2011-
2015. Nancy was a classroom 
teacher 2nd-5th grade, Adjunct 
Professor of Education FIU for 8 
years, and Gifted teacher K-6th 
grade for 27 years.  

Nancy is a mem-
ber of Pi Chapter 
where she served 
a President, 1st 
Vice-President, 
2nd Vice-Presi-
dent, and Historian. 
She has been chair 
of nominations, 
communications, finance, and is 
current newsletter editor.  

From 2014-2016, Nancy served 
as District V Director, Miami-Dade 
Orientation Presenter 2011-pres-
ent and Miami-Dade Coordinating 
Council 2006-2010. At the State 
level, Nancy has been on the 
Membership/Expansion chairman, 
By-Laws and Personal Growth 
committees. She attended Mu 
State Leadership Growth Seminar 
in 2008. Nancy is a National Board 
Certified Teacher, DKG Woman of 
Vision, and Teacher of the Year at 
Coconut Grove Elementary School 
in 1993 and 2003.

Nancy’s special Interest are 
in travel, scuba diving, wildlife 
conservation, community service, 
cultural events, and reading.   
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Corresponding Secretary: 
Patricia Eckstein

Pat Eckstein received her Bache-
lor of Arts and Education from the 
University of Florida. She has 30 
years experience teaching grades 
3-5 and 10 years as a Read First 
Reading Coach. Pat is a mem-
ber of Beta Chi Chapter having 
served as their president, trea-
surer for 15 years, and numerous 
committee chair positions. 

Pat served as DKG Florida State 
Meeting Treasurer for 3 bienni-
ums. She has attended District IV 
meetings and Southeast Regional 
Conventions. Pat is a DKG Florida 
Hall of Fame member, Teacher 
of the Year four times including 
top ten twice, and a Meritorious 
Teacher. 

Pat is personable and an excel-
lent writer. With her family, they 
have published four books and 
are currently working on books 
five and six. Creative writing has 
always been her passion. She 
recently wrote “Remembering,” a 
poem which was used for the Cel-
ebration of Life Ceremony at the 
International Convention held in 
Austin this past summer. Since the 
convention, she received requests 
from state presidents for permis-
sion to use this poem in their state 
ceremonies. 

2019-2021 
Slate of Officers

(continued)

Membership: 
Recruiting Collegiate Members

Nancy Marmesh, Chair
Membership/Expansion

nmarmesh@aol.com

Most of us have heard the exciting news by 
now. At the 2018 International Convention in 

Austin, Texas, the DKG Constitution was amended to include a new 
Society classification: collegiate membership. Chapters are now 
able to induct collegiate women who are eligible, based on Constitu-
tional and International Standing Rules.

We have a great opportunity here. Chapters can strengthen their 
membership by recruiting and inducting collegiate women who are 
preparing for careers in education. In order to attract and engage 
successfully with collegiate members, chapters will need to do some 
reflection and face the challenges that come with this new opportu-
nity. Some questions to consider: 

What types of incentives will attract collegiate women 
to your chapter?

How can your chapter effectively mentor 
collegiate members?

What projects and activities will collegiate members 
want to be involved in?

What projects and activities will be turn-offs 
to collegiate members?

What can your chapter offer to encourage collegiate 
members to become life-long, active DKG members?

The answers to these questions will come in many forms. My sug-
gestion is—go to the source. Talk to women at the collegiate level: 
daughters, friends, interns, etc. Find out about their interests and 
needs. As you begin to induct collegiate members be sure to get 
to know them as individuals, value them and their input, provide 
meaningful opportunities, and encourage them to take on chapter 
responsibilities. Oh, the Places We’ll Go With our New Collegiate 
Members in DKG!

Latest News:

As per Florida State DKG Organization’s 
recently adopted bylaws,

the Summer Issue of the Florida Rays
will only be availabe digitally, 

so please make sure DKG International 
has an active email address for you.
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Three Little Words: 
A Memoir 

Ashley Rhodes-Courter

Ashley Rhodes-Courter was 
born out-of-wedlock to a teenage 
mother. Ashley and her younger 
brother were taken away when 
she was a toddler. In the nine 
years until she was adopted, she 
was in fourteen foster homes, 
some of them bad to horrific in 
South Carolina and Florida where 
she now resides. This memoir 
began as an essay which won 
a writing contest for students, 
and ran as an essay in New York 
Times Magazine. 

In 2010, Three Little Words 
was on the Florida Teens Read 
list of 15 books selected by the 
Florida Association for Media 
in Education (FAME) for high 
school students. In 2016, Three 
More Words was published as a 
sequel unveiling life after foster 
care. Ms. Rhodes-Courter is a 
New York Times Best Selling 
author who is available as a mo-
tivational speaker for high school 
students, adults, and corpora-
tions. 

In preparation for the 2019 DKG Florida State Betty Thornton Arts & 
Crafts Gallery, the Florida Rays is featuring arts and crafts from the 
2017 DKG Florida State Betty Thornton Arts and Crafts Exhibit. Clan-
cy O’Donnell is featured below showcasing her sewing ability. A new 
addition is expanding this column to recommend a book and its author.  
Ashley Rhodes-Courter is the first author to be featured.    

Clancy O’Donnell
clancmpod72@icloud.com

In 2003, DKG Florida State Treasurer  
Beverly Stagg invited me to join Delta 
Kappa Gamma. This started my journey 
with Beta Lambda Chapter in Pen-
sacola, Florida. During the years that 
followed my initiation into the Society, I 
have built many lasting personal rela-
tionships with the members. I attended 
numerous workshops, conferences, and 
International conventions. Delta Kappa 
Gamma has given me the opportunity to 
share my talents and leadership abili-
ties. 

Pictured are the pillow cases that I made as Christmas presents for my 
family. My husband likes FSU and my cousin is an Alabama fan, so the 
pillow cases were made for them. You may also see illustrated the steps 
in making a pillow case. Sewing has always been a part of my life, and I 
find it enjoyable.



May and Alpha Beta’s scholarship 
Tea in June. At the conclusion of 
our business meeting, our mem-
bers continued to bond while 
enjoying lively conversations and 
a delicious meal prepared by our 
hostess, Linda.

Alpha Eta Chapter
At Alpha Eta’s chapter meet-
ing held on February 11, 2019. 
We welcomed our District IV 
Co-Directors Diana Brown and 
Sandy Reaves to our February 
11th meeting. Shirley provided a 
lovely gathering location at her 
clubhouse. Our newest member, 
Victoria, shared an inspirational 
video of her Guatemala mission 
trip. Dinner was delicious! Mem-
bers donated items for a silent 
auction, and the winners were 
those with the highest bid for each 
item. A total of $114 was collected 
for DKG’s World Fellowship. We 
are a small but dedicated chapter! 

Alpha Sigma Chapter
Alpha Sigma Chapter’s Charter 
Member, Theo Radcliff Smith-
Dodge, is 103 as of February 18. 
She graduated from the University 
of Florida with a B.A. and M.Ed. 
degrees in education. Theo was a 
teacher, guidance counselor, and 
administrator in both Flagler and 
Putnam County School Districts.  

In Palatka 
Senior High’s 
1967 year-
book, Theo 
was a school 
guidance 
counselor. 
After retiring 
from the Put-
nam County 
Schools, she 
did some 

traveling. Some of her accomplish-
ments include being a 25-year 
participant of the “Senior Friends 
Volunteer Program” of the Putnam 
County Medical Center; a Blue 

Ribbon Artist; the oldest member 
of the Putnam County Gator Club; 
a charter member of College 
Park Baptist Church; and she has 
assisted many Putnam County 
students in furthering their educa-
tional aspirations.

Theo was honored (in absentia) 
as a “Golden Girl” at the Mu State 
2017 conference. She is a charter 
member of Alpha Sigma Chapter, 
which was established in 1961. In 
a recent note from Nancy Mar-
mash, Florida Membership/Expan-
sion Chairman, Nancy said, “Theo 
Smith-Dodge is such an important 
part of the foundation of Delta 
Kappa Gamma. How wonderful 
to know that she is turning 103 
years old later this month.”  Happy 
Birthday, Theo!

Beta Omega Chapter
Beautiful baskets, eye-catching 
spring fashions, entertaining 
musicians, and ninety members 
and guests. Beta Omega Chap-
ter in Pinellas presented their 
annual fashion show on February 
23, 2019, at the Belleair Country 
Club. Also joining us was Yvonne 
McShay, District III Director and 
Marilyn Terry, Treasurer of 
Lamba Chapter in Lakeland.
This fundraiser is indeed a group 
effort with so many members 
helping, and we always have fun, 
especially in winning baskets. All 
proceeds are applied to a scholar-
ship for a young woman through 
the Pinellas Education Founda-
tion. For twenty-three years, we 
have been holding this fundraiser 
and carrying out one of our mis-
sions. 

Beta Xi Chapter
December 1, 2018, found mem-
bers of Beta Xi having their hol-
iday meal at City Cellar in lovely 
downtown City Place, in West 
Palm Beach. After dinner they em-
barked on a trolley ride to the 
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Chapters Share Their Vision
Alpha Beta Chaper

On January 20, 2019, members 
gathered for our first meeting 
of the New Year at the home of 
Linda Marees, pictured above. 
Before Terrye Mosley called the 
meeting to order, the chapter was 
led in a fun ice breaker during 
which we laughed and applauded 
each member’s uniqueness. A 
wide range of issues were cov-
ered to ensure Alpha Beta Chap-
ter remains vibrant and relevant 
while continuing to thrive with new 
inductees, social activities, and 
effective ways to meet educational 
needs, both locally and beyond 
Jacksonville. During 2017-18, in 
addition to funding our regular 
scholarships and providing sup-
port to teachers at local schools, 
for the first time the chapter made 
a donation to Fonkozie, a not-
for-profit dedicated to increasing 
literacy amongst rural women in 
Haiti thereby breaking the cycle of 
poverty.  

At this meeting, members provid-
ed donations of various kinds to 
residents in Mexico Beach who 
are still sorely devastated by 
Hurricane Michael. Also discussed 
were ways members can partici-
pate in upcoming district and na-
tional DKG activities; reach local, 
state and national stakeholders to 
voice strong support for funding 
and other issues that impact our 
effectiveness as educators; im-
prove our communication through 
technology; and ensure the 
success of the Jacksonville DKG 
joint chapter induction luncheon in 



meeting brings a covered-dish 
themed dinner before programs 
and business. A basket is placed 
by the food and donations are 
designated for a Gamma Delta 
DKG Scholarship awarded to a 
university junior or senior female 
majoring in education at the Annu-
al Spring Banquet in April. 

Membership Chair Carolyn 
McGowan gives a “Clothespin” 
award at each meeting to one 
or two members who have gone 
above and beyond for Gamma 
Delta and DKG. Our chapter do-
nated $600 to DKG’s Emergency 
Fund for Hurricane Relief this fall.  
From September 2018 to February 
2019, we collected $300 for World 
Fellowship and Chapter Presi-
dent Diane Revels sent congratu-
lation cards to some of the 2018-
2019 World Fellowship recipients. 

Joyce Stevens, who has been 
a member of our chapter for 37 
years, turned “90” years young 
on February 16th. The chap-
ter showered her with beautiful 
birthday cards through the mail.  
At our February 19th meeting, the 
Educational Excellence Commit-
tee provided her with a marvelous 
dinner and a gorgeous sheet cake. 
To top the evening off she was 
presented with a dozen beautiful 
red roses. In her thank you note, 
Joyce wrote, “The roses were the 
size of camellias”.  Also, during 
February’s meeting we heard a 
presentation about our very own 
“Tavares High School” and their 
“Teaching Academy” in partnership 
with UCF. 

The annual New Inductee Orien-
tation Brunch was held at Susan 
Gant’s garden on March 2, 2019. 
Members worked hard to attain 
five new inductees who will be 
inducted at the Spring banquet. 

Gamma Nu Chapter
The Gamma Nu Chapter held 
their annual “Reach to Teach” fund

West Palm Beach marina. Here 
they were treated to a large Christ-
mas tree and several other scenes 
made of beach sand. A synchro-
nized light show and holiday music 
made it quite a joyous sight.

On December15th, Linda Petuch 
delivered toys to the Children’s 
Hospital. These are given to the 
children to use while in the hospi-
tal and they take them home with 
them. The Children’s Hospital has 
been a community outreach pro-
gram for Beta Xi for several years. 
We enjoy working with them and 
feel as though we make a differ-
ence.

Delta Beta Chapter

Viable chapter! Active members! 
Energized participants at meet-
ings! Camaraderie abounds! This 
describes Delta Beta Chapter. 
Thirty-five members attended the 
recent brunch meeting at which 
Dr. Falconetti, President of Polk 
State College, spoke on “The Role 
of Politics in Education”. Commit-
tee chairs reported current ac-
counts of actions. An update on an 
incredible list of community-sup-
port projects was shared. Pictured 
above are Carrie Frye, State 
Executive Secretary; Yvonne 
McShay, District III Director; Dr. 

Chapters Share Their Vision (continued) 
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Falconetti, speaker; Dr. Lynda 
Wolverton, Chapter President; 
Pat Smith, Chapter Vice-Pres-
ident. Delta Beta Chapter is “on 
the ball!”

Eta Chapter
Eta Chapter’s annual Christmas 
auction to support chapter projects 
was a huge success. Members 
brought artwork, baked goods, 
sewn items, hand painted pot-
tery, cards, and other gift items to 
auction. Each year Eta Chapter 
sends half of the proceeds from 
the Christmas auction to the 
International DKG World Fellow-
ship Fund. This year $566.50 was 
donated to the World Fellowship 
fund. Eta Chapter is also continu-
ing their “Supporting Schools and 
Teacher’s Project.”  Member’s 
volunteer for or perform acts that 
demonstrate support for a school 
or teacher. Eta members have vol-
unteered 140 hours since August.

Gamma Delta Chapter
Gamma Delta’s biggest commu-
nity project is supporting Kid’s 
Central, LLC which helps create 
bright futures for children and 
families in Central Florida, in-
cluding Lake County. The chap-
ter collected canned goods and 
pantry items in October, donated 
$1,400 in gift cards at their annual 
World Fellowship Christmas party 
in December for teenagers in the 
foster care program, and collected 
toiletries for them in February. 

Fundraisers include “Delta Dol-
lars” at each meeting go into the 
general fund as members share 
their celebrations. The committee 
in charge of the program for each 



shine Arnold, and Bonnie Rybak 
are shown with some of the do-
nations including part of the over 
500 children’s books gathered by 
the chapter and handmade stuffed 
animals created by DKG member 
Ellie Esler.

ESROW Chapters
The five Panhandle ESROW 
chapters met at Walton High 
School in Defuniak Springs on 
January 26, 2019. Members pres-
ent “traveled” all over the world 
during the meeting with our guest 
speaker, Vanessa Mayes, Execu-
tive Director of The Global Corner, 
Pensacola. Pictured are chapter 

presidents: Sharon Richardson 
(Eta), Karen Combs (Gamma 
Omicron), Marsha Winegarner 
(Alpha Omicron), Brenda Ele-
bash (Alpha Xi), Linda Wunderly 
(District I Co-Director), Elisa 
Spencer (Beta Lambda), Kathy 
Diesner (District I Co-Director), 
and Vanessa Mayes (The Global 
Corner).

District II

District II Chapter Presidents met 
with District and State leaders for 
a social and planning session in 
January 2019.
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raiser on January 27, 2019. The 
money from the fundraiser goes to 
Grants-in-Aid to Charlotte County 
graduates planning to major in 
education. The Fashion Show and 
Benefit luncheon were sold out 
with 200 guests attending. The at-
tendees enjoyed viewing a variety 
of fashions from Dillard’s Depart-
ment Store, cash drawings and 
bidding on silent auction items. 
Pictured above is Brianna Cahoo. 

In addition, Gamma Nu chapter 
honored Jan Pilipovich for her 

contributions to education through 
the years. Thanks to Barbara 
Davis for beiing our photogra-
pher at the Fashion Show. This 
event is truly the backbone of our 
fundraising efforts. The day of 
the luncheon was chilly and rainy 
outside, but inside it was warm 
and joyful as guests were able to 

support women in their efforts to 
become strong educators.  

Mu Chapter

The members of Mu Chapter in 
Citrus County recently held their 
bi-annual fundraising “Class Act” 
Fashion Show in order to raise 
money for their scholarship for 
an adult woman studying to be a 
teacher or working on her certifi-
cation and for other local causes 
including literacy, school advoca-
cy, and others. The fashion show 
models, model escorts, and the 
MC were all local educators includ-
ing school secretaries, classroom 
teachers, administrators, and the 
Superintendent of Citrus County 
Schools, Sam Himmel. Fashions 
were from a local upscale re-
sale shop. Proceeds will benefit 
a scholarship for a local woman 
studying to become a teacher 
and other causes such as literacy, 
school advocacy, and the empow-
erment of women.

Members of the local Mu Chapter 
in Citrus County recently held a 
children’s book collection drive 
to benefit two local shelters, The 
Path Rescue Mission and the 
Citrus Abuse Shelter Association. 

Literacy Project Chair Nancy 
McElroy, Phyllis Bolin, DKG 
Florida State President Carol 
Ann Casey, CASA Director Sun-

Chapters Share Their Vision (continued) 



Save the Date!  
June 14 -17, 2020 

for the Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar
 

Stephanie (Sam) McCartney King
Member, Leadership Seminar

gammanuking@gmail.com

Grab your 2020 calendar and mark these dates for the Florida Jesslyn McBride Lead-
ership Seminar held June 14 - 17, 2020.  Think of this as planning for that special trip 

or vacation that needs to be planned a year in advance. 

Where: The Leadership Seminar will be held at the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary. 

When: Sunday afternoon, June 14, to Wednesday at noon on June 17, 2020.

What: Participants will engage in a variety of activities designed to expand their leadership knowledge and 
skills. Some of the areas that were presented at the 2018 seminar included: finding your personality prefer-
ence and relating to other types, communication, parliamentary procedure, professional presence, facilitating 
teams, delegation, conflict resolution, assertiveness, legislative issues, planning and conducting meetings, 
technology tips, delegation, and time management. 

Why:  Jesslyn McBride believed that Florida DKG members needed a place to embrace personal and pro-
fessional growth. This was Jesslyn’s passion and to guarantee that her legacy will continue, a fund has been 
established for donations in her honor. To pay it forward, checks should be written to: Jesslyn McBride Florida 
State Leadership/Growth Fund and mailed to the Florida State Treasurer Beverly Stagg. Donations to this 
fund allow the registration fee to remain at $150 and ensure that Jesslyn’s dream lives on. 

Who: The seminar is open to Florida members of DKG and there are no requirements relating to: length of 
membership, offices held within the chapter, or age.  However, there is a limit to the total number of attendees 
for this Seminar. 
 
What: The registration fee per person is $150, which is sometimes paid by the applicant’s chapter.  
Other costs to attend are: travel to and from the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary, any meals required while travel-
ing, and the Monday evening meal is on your own.  All other meals from Sunday evening to Wednesday morn-
ing are provided. FACT: There have been notes from previous attendees stating that there is too much food!
 
How to apply: One-page application forms will be available at the 2019 Florida State Fall Executive Board 
Meeting/Workshops and the spring 2020 district meetings.

Can’t make it to either of these meetings? Not a problem, as a two page form will be posted later this year at 
the DKG Florida State website. The two page applications will be accepted electronically or by regular 
mail, if emailed or postmarked, by March 15, 2020. 

Have questions?  If you are attending the DKG Florida State Organization Biennial Convention in April, the 
Leadership Committee will be hosting a session to discuss and answer questions regarding the 2020 seminar. 
Hope to see you there!
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DKG US Forum National Legislative Seminar
will be March 15-18, 2020

at the Holiday Inn National Airport Hotel
in Arlington, Virginia.



Southeast Regional International Conference: 
Arts & Humanities

Asheville, North Carolina 
June 27-29, 2019

Carol Bostian, Communications Chair
International Conference:  Arts & Humanities 

Asheville, North Carolina
etastatenewseditor@gmail.com

Asheville earns three A’s as the best place for Southeast Regional’s Interna-
tional Arts & Humanities Conference. A for the allure of breathtaking moun-
tain scenery and cool summer climate. A for adventure opportunities such 
as hiking or exploring area attractions. A for art that thrives in downtown 
studios and galleries. All of these combine for a unique conference experi-
ence where there is something for everyone.

The Arts & Humanities Conference kicks off on June 27 with artisan demonstrations and games on the lawn. 
Opening night festivities on Thursday evening will also include the first general session and North Carolina 
Night– an event not to be missed. Throughout the conference a great variety of workshops will be offered 
from line dancing, basket-making, and quilting, to creative writing, bookmaking, children’s literature and oh, 
so many more! It will be very difficult to choose which one to attend!

Friday, June 28, is filled with workshops, vendors in the Marketplace offering unique and unusual items for 
shoppers, the US Forum presentation, and the Arts & Humanities Luncheon featuring keynote speaker Kev-
an Frasier, noted historian of the Asheville area, professor at Western Carolina University, and owner of
Asheville by Foot.

The conference continues on Saturday, June 29, with a general session, more workshops, shopping in the 
Marketplace, and “Showcasing the Arts” Banquet. Sheila Kay Adams, a native North Carolinian and interna-
tionally known storyteller, musician and author, is the keynote speaker for the banquet. Sheila will provide 
an evening of entertainment as she shares her stories, music, and talent.

Come to Asheville a day early to take advantage of one of the four 
preconference tours being offered. You can enjoy a day at the Bilt-
more Estate, a beautiful ride down the Blue Ridge Parkway with 
several stops, a tour of the downtown Asheville River Arts District, 
or a behind the scenes tour of the Omni Grove Park Inn with a 
visit to workshops of noted artisans. Each tour is all-inclusive with 
lunch at a noted restaurant in the area.

Conference registration, hotel registration, and information are 
available on the DKG website. You may also sign up for the 
pre-conference tours on the Asheville Conference page as well.

Reserve the dates of June 27-29, 2019, for the Arts & Humanities Conference at the Crowne Plaza Golf & 
Tennis Resort in Asheville, North Carolina. Meet us in Asheville to enjoy the allure, experience the adven-
ture, and examine the abundance of art in this beautiful and historic city nestled in the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains!
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Dr. Josephine McGlamery
Phi Chapter

Cottondale, FL
March 1, 2019

Josephine “Jo” Brooks Mc-
Glamery passed away in her 
home at age 94. She was born on 
April 3, 1924, in Stovall, Georgia. 
During World War II, she worked 
in the Air Force Supply Depot in 
Warner Robins, Georgia. While 
studying at the University of 
Georgia, Jo wrote research for two 
departments which were pub-
lished in scientific journals during 
the 1940’s. She graduated with a 
Bachelors and Masters in Home 
Economics from the Univeristy of 
Georgia. Also, Jo worked in food 
science for Betty Crocker assist-
ing in the development of conve-
nience items such as cake mixes 
and frozen foods.  

Jo was an educator for 44 years 
and retired from Moulhac Middle 
School in 1993. As a union mem-
ber, she wrote the first labor con-
tract for the Washington County 
Education Association and worked 
on curriculum guides for the State 
Department of Education. Phi 
Chapter was blessed to have 

her as a charter member and a 
faithful, committed DKG sister for 
63 years. At the 2017 Florida State 
Fall Workshop, Jo attended and 
was honored as a Golden Girl. 

Elizabeth Adele Gardner
Alpha Chi Chapter
January 19, 2019
Lynchburg, VA

Betsy Gardner passed away 
peacefully in her sleep at age 89 
on September 19, 2019. She was 
born on September 18, 1929, in 
New York City. Upon retirement, 
she movement to Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, to be near her daughter.

Betsy was a teacher at Greens 
Farms Academy in Westport, Con-
necticut and Shorecrest Prepara-
tory School in St. Petersburg. She 
was first a reading teacher helping 
struggling readers at Shorecrest, 
and then she worked as the lower 
school curriculum coordinator. She 
was a long time member of Alpha 
Chi Chapter and one the founding 
members of their Bookies Reading 
Club. 

Frances Louise Wilson
Epsilon Chapter
March 11, 2018
Miami, Florida

Frances Wilson, age 105, was a 
Miami-Dade teacher who passed 
away on March 11, 2018. Frances 
was born in Bedford, Indiana, and 
she came to Miami with her par-
ents in 1918. She was schooled in  
Miami from kindergarten through 
the University of Miami, receiving 
her Masters from Duke University. 
She taught at Santa Clara Ele-

mentary and was a school library 
media specialist at both Riverside 
and West Laboratory Elementary 
Schools. She retired with 43 years 
of service. 

On October 28, 1944, Frances 
was initiated into DKG and for 
many years served as treasurer of 
Epsilon Chapter. She was warm 
and welcoming to new members 
and an expert on parliamenta-
ry procedures. Frances was a 
member of University Christian 
Church and served on the board 
of the South Dade School Employ-
ees Federal Credit Union and her 
Condominium Association. 

Dr. Margaret A. Yelvington
Pi Chapter

December 7, 2018
Miami Lakes, FL

At age 90, Dr. Margaret Yelving-
ton passed away on December 
7, 2018. She was born on August 
15, 1928, in Key West. This proud 
conch left Key West by train to 
earn her undergraduate degree 
at Florida State University and 
graduate degree at Florida Atlantic 
University. She was an elementary 
reading teacher in the Miami-Dade 
Public Schools, and after retire-
ment worked with interns studying 
education at Florida International 
University. She was known for her 
engaging, non-conventional, and 
pioneering teaching techniques. 
Since inititation with DKG in 1976, 
Margaret was an active and loyal 
member with Pi Chapter. She was 
an avid reader, loved to travel the 
world, and a tireless advocate of 
education. 



 Upcoming Meeting Dates
2019 DKG Florida Convention

April 26-28, 2019
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Southeast Regional Conference Theme: Arts and Humanities
June 27-29, 2019

Crowne Plaza Hotel Asheville 
Asheville, NC

Florida State Fall Workshop & Executive Board Meeting
September 20-21, 2019

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

 DKG US Forum National Legislative Seminar
March 15-18, 2020

Holiday Inn National Airport Hotel
Arlington, VA 

The Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar
June 14-17, 2020

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

DKG Florida State Fall Workshop & Executive Board Meeting
September 18-19, 2020

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Information Sources 

DKG Florida Website
www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

DKG Florida 
on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/
DKG-Florida-State-Organiza-

tion-128818413969052/

DKG Florida on Twitter
@DKGMuState FL 

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation Website

www.fldkgef.org

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Facebook
www.facebook.com/FLDKGEF

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Twitter

@FLDKGEF

Florida Rays
 

Members are encouraged 
to  email information to 
be used in the Florida 

Rays to Bonnie Kelley at 
MuStateEditor@gmail.com

    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1.............Summer           
    August 1...............Fall
    December 1.....Winter
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