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What Happens When Purpose Brings Action

Nancy Bentz, State Legislative Chair
nbenteach@protonmail.com

The two purposes that grabbed me at the time were the following:
 o To initiate, endorse and support desirable legislation or other suitable endeavors in the interests  
    of education and of women educators; and
 o Inform the members of current economic, social, political and educational issues so that they       
	 			may	participate	effectively	in	a	world	society.

Our Florida delegates made an impact on 
those purposes during our Rally in Tally held 
February	10	-	12,	2020,	in	Tallahassee.	Thir-
ty-five	of	our	members	from	around	the	state	
participated during three days of action and 
activities.	State Executive Secretary Carrie 
Frye and I may have seemed to be the 
leads of this endeavor, but without everyone 
involved,	this	would	not	be	possible.	We	are	
especially grateful for the members of four 
chapters in Tallahassee (Alpha Kappa, Iota, 
Alpha Lambda, and Beta Phi) and their 
members who provided dinner and rooms in 
their	homes.	A	very	special	thank	you	to	Sha-
ron Simmons as she organized the dinner 

and	stays.	State President Dr. Nancy Henning and her husband opened their home for a festive dinner 
and	hosted	again	during	our	lunch	debrief.	The	kindness	of	our	members	makes	for	a	lifetime	of	friends,	
camaraderie,	and	memories.

On Monday evening, we were hosted with a smorgas-
bord	of	dishes	and	desserts	at	St.	Stephen	Lutheran	
Church where rally participants also made meaningful 
signs	for	the	rally.	State	honorary	member	and	former	
Congresswoman Gwen Graham, and House Repre-
sentative Anna Eskamani came for delightful discus-
sion	and	enlightenment	about	our	five	issues.	Those	
issues	are	teacher	shortages	and	retention,	high	stakes	
testing,	accountability	and	transparency,	financial	sup-
port	for	education,	and	human	trafficking.

On	Tuesday	morning,	key	women	educator	delegates	

Ten	years	ago,	I	was	initiated	into	Delta	Kappa	Gamma.	The	decision	to	join	
this	organization	was	not	haphazard.	I’m	that	busy	type,	just	like	you	all.	
When	I	read	the	purposes	of	this	organization,	a	light	popped	up.	I	thought	to	
myself,	this	will	work!
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Roxanne Berger
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Second Vice-President 
Terry Stanilonis
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Nancy Marmesh

nmarmesh@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary
Pat Eckstein

pateckstein@yahoo.com

Parliamentarian
Stephanie McCartney-King 

“Sam”
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Mu State President
Carol Ann Casey
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came	with	signs	ready	to	participate	in	our	first	rally	with	a	strong	
message	in	support	of	education.	Sponsor	of	the	rally,	Senator Lori 
Berman, opened with a message of the importance of education and 
Representative Loranne Ausley closed with more additional encour-
aging	words	promoting	public	education.

Throughout	our	time,	we	met	with	thirty	legislators	in	offices	and	confer-
ence	rooms	in	addition	to	several	aides.	We	attended	committee	hear-
ings	and	heard	from	outside	speakers,	Ben	Wilcox	of	Integrity	Florida,	
Linda	Edson	of	Florida	Retired	Educators	Association,	and	op-ed	writer,	
Kathleen	Oropeza	of	FundEducationNOW.	Our	relationships	with	leg-
islators	and	these	speakers	are	growing	strong.	Our	collaborative	work	
over	the	past	several	years	is	paying	off.

Key	Women	Educators	of	DKG	are	making	a	difference	and	building	
knowledge	on	the	workings	of	the	Florida	legislature.	Organizations	
such	as	ours	are	full	of	purpose	and	full	of	action!



Florida State DKG President’s Message

Remember: 
TOGETHER, WE CAN!

Dr. Nancy Henning, President
DKG Florida State Organization 2019-2021

nanhendkg@yahoo.com

 
Greetings	Ladies,

How	is	your	winter	going?	We	are	looking	eagerly	to	spring	here	in	North	Florida,	or	at	least	
I	am.	Our	District	Meetings	are	pretty	much	a	memory	now	with	many	of	us	beginning	to	
put	the	valuable	training	we	received	into	practice.	It	never	ceases	to	amaze	me	how	much	
I	learn	at	training	that	I	am	facilitating.	What	a	joy	DKG	gives	to	me!

Do	you	remember	the	great	feeling	you	had	when	you	were	asked	to	be	a	member	of	
DKG? I remember how honored I felt when I realized my principal nominated me for mem-
bership,	and	I	received	the	invitation	for	membership	in	the	mail.	These	words	are	in	the	
past,	but	the	honor	of	membership	is	still	present	today.	Do	you	know	a	“Key	Woman	Ed-
ucator” that deserves the honor of membership? Have you invited them to a meeting to 
explore	our	society,	have	you	invited	them	to	coffee	and	talked	about	the	benefits	of	DKG,	
have your provided written literature from our society to them to read or provided the web-
site	address	for	them	to	look	at?	What	are	you	waiting	for…there	are	many	women	who	are	
deserving	of	being	a	DKG	member,	but	they	are	waiting	to	hear.	Be	the	voice	that	brings	
the	DKG	message	to	these	women.

Our	next	scheduled	time	together	is	in	Philadelphia,	Pennsylvania,	July	7	-	11,	2020,	for	our	
International	Convention.	I	hope	you	are	able	to	come	and	join	me	in	the	great	city	for	fel-
lowship,	personal	and	professional	development,	and	taking	care	of	our	society	business.
Coming	up	later	this	year	will	be	our	Fall	Executive	Board	Meeting	in	Lake	Mary,	Septem-
ber	18	-	19,	2020.	We	will	be	celebrating	“Leadership	in	Florida,”	with	reunions	of	our	past	
Leadership	Seminar	classes.	If	you	have	ever	attended	one	of	these	seminars,	you	will	
definitely	want	to	be	there.

I	will	be	signing	off	for	now,	as	I	begin	checking	the	weather	in	Pennsylvania	for	July,	so	I	
can	assemble	my	wardrobe.

Roses to all,

Nancy Henning
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Spotlight on Florida Members...

Hats Off to Meghan Starling!

Polk	County	Senior	
Director of Reading is 
shown on the left after 
she presented the Dis-
trict’s	Literacy Coach 
of the Year Award.	
The beaming lady on 
the right is the honor-
ee- Meghan Starling, 
First Vice President 
of the DKG Lambda 
Chapter. Ms Starling 
was chosen from all of 
the District Coaches 

in	Polk	County.	Her	extensive	knowledge,	expertise,	
constant	seeking	of	knowledge		and	willingness	to	
assist teachers through modeling, classroom in-
teraction, professional development seminars and 
well-prepared leadership demonstrations have made 
her	a	favorite	with	the	teachers	at	Pinewood	Ele-
mentary,	as	well	as	the	District	literary	staff.	Meghan	
co-presented	a	“First	Timer’s	Reflection	on	the	Spo-
kane,	Washington	DKG	International	Convention”	to	
the	Mu	State	Fall	Workshop	assembly	in	2009.		She	
is a most respected member of the Lambda Chap-
ter of	DKG.

Pinellas County Schools Finalist for 
Teacher of the Year

Deborah Guinn,	an	Intensive	Language	Arts	and	
Reading teacher at Osceola Fundamental High 
School,	was	one	of	the	ten	finalists	for	Teacher	
of	the	Year	in	Pinellas	County	Schools.	She	was	
recognized	during	the	Evening	of	Excellence	held	
on	January	31,	2020,	at	the	Mahaffey	Theater	in	St.	
Petersburg.	Deborah	states,	“The	brightest	moments	
in my career are when I provide my students with the 
knowledge	and	tools	they	need	to	succeed.	Nothing	
brings	me	greater	joy	than	seeing	the	huge	smiles	
on	my	students’	faces	as	they	walk	across	the	
stage	in	their	caps	and	gowns.	I	strive	every	day	to	
make	Osceola	High	School	a	better	place	for	

students	and	staff.	My	goal	for	all	my	students	is	
that they grow into their greatness, that they have 
the	skills	and	self-determination	to	navigate	around	
obstacles.”	Inducted	in	2015,	she	is	a	member	of	
Alpha Iota Chapter in District III and resides in Palm 
Harbor.

Gamma Nu 
Members 

in the News

Gamma Nu member 
Sue Sifrit was the 
recipient of the Spirit of 
Community award by 
the Florida Commission 
on	the	Status	of	Wom-
en.	Sue	was	awarded	
this	due	to	her	efforts	to	

mobilize the community to pass 
the  Charlotte Schools Millage 
Referendum to assist Charlotte 
County Schools in the continu-
ing need to provide for students 
and	teachers.	Barb Davis was 
also	recognized	for	her	efforts.	

Gamma Nu member Dr. 
Martha Bireda was featured on 
a	WGCU	radio	interview	to

discuss 
her new 
book,	
Reflective 
Discipline: Reducing Racial 
Disparity in Referrals and 
Suspensions.	

For	the	month	of	January,	
Gamma Nu member 
Danielle Vivian was 
named	the	Achieva	
Teacher	of	the	Month.
We	are	proud	of	these	
DKG	members!	



	Page	5	 	 	 	 	 															FLORIDA	RAYS	 	 	 	 																				Spring	2020

Fulbright 
Capitol Tour

Florida State President 
Nancy Henning (on 
right) and World Fel-
lowship Saniya Ashraf 
recipient from	Pakistan	
met	on	January	17,	
2020, in the Chamber 
of the Florida House 
of Representatives in 
Tallahassee.	Saniya	is	
working	towards	a	Mas-
ter’s	Degree	in	computer	
sciences at Florida State 
University	and	a	Ful-
bright scholar -- as are 
all	19	current	DKG	World	

Fellowship	recipients.	She	is	the	only	2019-2020	
DKG	World	Fellowship	recipient	attending	graduate	
school	in	Florida.	

During	the	first	week	of	the	2020	Legislative	Session,	
17	Fulbright	scholars	from	Florida	State	University	
and	the	University	of	Florida	attended	a	docent	tour	
of the House Chamber murals and learned about 
Florida’s	government	at	The	Florida	Capitol.	Nancy 
and her husband, Bob Henning,	joined	the	Ful-
bright event, which was hosted by Alpha Kappa 
Vice President Gale Workman who is a board 
member	of	the	North	Florida	Fulbright	Association	
and	works	at	The	Capitol	during	Session.

The 2020 Florida Jesslyn McBride 
Leadership Seminar

Pat Litterick, Chair
plitterick@att.net

The	Florida	Jesslyn	McBride	Leadership	Seminar	
will	be	held	Sunday,	June	14	-	Wednesday,	June	17,	
2020,	at	the	Orlando	Marriott	Lake	Mary	Hotel.	
Applications	for	the	seminar	are	available	on	the	
Florida	State	website	under	Committee	Pages:	Lead-
ership	Committee.	Submission	deadline	is	March	15,	
2020.

The	Leadership	Committee	will	be	presenting	a	
breakout	session	at	each	of	the	6	district	meetings	
titled:	“EMPLOY	DKG	Publications	into	Your	Leader-
ship	Toolbox.”	Members	interested	in	attending	the	
seminar can complete the one-page application at 
any	of	the	district	meetings.

Personnel Committee

Carol Ann Casey 
Immediate Past State President

The Florida State Personnel Committee is made up 
of the state president and two of the immediate past 
state	presidents.	It	is	their	responsibility	to	oversee	
the four paid personnel – the state treasurer, 
executive	secretary,	editor	of	the	Florida Rays and 
the	webmaster.	These	ladies	do	a	fabulous	job	at	
keeping	our	state	organization	running	like	a	well-
oiled	machine	and	need	your	help	to	keep	us	looking	
good	and	well	informed.

Here are some ways you can assist them in their 
duties:

Our state treasurer, Bev-
erly Stagg	is	definitely	a	
hard-working	lady,	over-
seeing	our	state	finances.	
On the chapter level, you 
can	make	her	job	a	lot	
easier	by	making	sure	
members’	dues	are	paid	
on time (member dues 
to chapter treasurer by 
June	30th).	Send	in	the	Annual	Report	of	Chapter	
Treasurer	by	July	15th	and	submit	your	990-N	report	
to	the	IRS	between	July	1st	and	October	15th.	State	
officers,	district	directors,	and	committee	chairs	can	
help	by	submitting	their	expense	vouchers	to	Beverly	
as	soon	as	possible,	instead	of	waiting	until	the	June	
1st	deadline.	

Carrie Frye, our state 
executive	secretary,	has	
an	exhausting	job.	She	is	
always on the go, trying to 
keep	us	all	organized	and	
up to date with needed 
information.	Her	biggest	
concern is communica-
tion	with	our	members.	
As	state	executive	board	
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members (chapter presidents, this includes you), 
please	read	and	respond	to	emails	sent	by	the	exec-
utive secretary immediately and complete requests 
asked	of	you	in	a	timely	manner.	Chapter	presidents,	
as liaison between State and your members, please 
make	sure	you	communicate	all	needed	messages	to	
your	chapter	members.

Our state editor, Bonnie 
Kelley, spends many hours 
putting together our state 
newsletter, the Florida Rays.	
It is recognized throughout 
our	international	society.	One	
of the reasons it is so good is 
that many members submit in-
formative	news	to	her.	Please	
continue contributing articles, 
photos, and other interesting 
updates	to	Bonnie	for	publication.	Take	time	to	read	
the Florida Rays and share the information with your 
fellow	sisters.	It	is	a	wonderful	publication.

Last	is	our	state	webmaster,	
Missy Jones.	She	is	the	lady	
that	keeps	our	state	website	
up	to	date.	Want	to	find	out	
more about our committees, 
awards, scholarships, dead-
lines,	different	state	events,	
and	what’s	going	on	in	the	dif-
ferent	districts?	Check	it	out.	
Help	Missy	keep	our	website	
up to date by submitting new 
and pertinent information to 
her	when	you	receive	it.	She	

needs	your	help.	

Florida Reception in Philly

Carrie Frye, Executive Secretary
FL DKG State Organization

A	get-together	of	Florida	members	attending	the	Inter-
national Convention will be determined after arrival in 
Philadelphia.	If	you	are	attending,	make	sure	Carrie 
Frye	has	your	cell	number	for	last	minute	information.	
Feel free to contact her by email or one of the phone 
numbers	listed	below.	

cfrye@att.net 
386-668-4409 (H)     
407-765-8857 (C)

Communications & Marketing: 
Florida Rays

Bonnie Kelley, State Editor
MuStateEditor@gmail.com

In 2012, Bonnie Kelley succeeded Beverly Helms as 
the	State	Editor	of	the	Florida Rays.	Bonnie	initiated	
the electronic publication of this quarterly newsletter 
through	a	bulk	mail	service	called	Constant	Contact.	
Now	the	Florida Rays is published on the state 
website and emailed to all Florida state members 
and	DKG	leadership	positions. During	2019,	Bonnie	
presented	a	workshop	entitled	“Florida	Rays	Update”	
during the Florida State Convention and shared her 
expertise	on	a	panel	discussion	at	the	Southeast	

Regional	Conference	in	Asheville.	In	the	above	pho-
to,	Bonnie	is	pictured	on	the	right.

She	sincerely	appreciates	the	five	members	who	
volunteer their time and talent to proof each editon 
before	publication.	Although	these	proofreaders	have	
changed over the years, the following are the current 
volunteers:

Connie Kostyra, District IV
Ann Scheib, District I

Cindy Tehan, District III
Janet Tolson, District III

Barbara VanDiepen, District V

The following are two of the many accolades 
received for past issues of the Florida Rays:

“You have produced a jam-packed newsletter with 
great reviews of the summer conferences and things 
to come in Florida. Looks like you are off to a great 
start to the new biennium!	
- Carol Bostian, North Carolina State Editor

“I just wanted you to know how fortunate Florida is 
to have you as their editor. You do a beautiful job 
of the Rays and of communicating with members. 
Thank you for all you do. The Rays are not only well 
laid out but also very informative. And I know, a lot of 
time and energy go into collecting all the information, 
organizing it, and publishing it in such a professional 
manner. You are appreciated! Thank you!”
- Susan Kuenzel, SER Representative
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Communications & Marketing 

Angie Wright-Nash, Chair
mustatecommunicationscommittee@

gmail.com

Do you have a newsletter?
If	the	answer	is	“no,”	why	not?

“Nobody knows how to create one on the com-
puter.”

Okay!	Get	a	piece	of	paper,	write	a	few	things	down	
that	are	important	to	your	chapter,	make	some	
copies,	and	pass	them	out	at	your	meeting.		Take	
pictures	of	it	and	send	it	to	the	C&M	committee.		It’s	a	
START.

“It’s too expensive to mail to all our members.”

Boy,	you	sure	are	right	about	that!		Create	an	e-mail	
distribution list and send it out to all your members 
electronically!		Easy-peezy-lemon-squeezy!		BUT,	
don’t	forget	to	cross	that	digital	divide	and	make	a	
FEW	copies	for	hand-delivery	or	mailing	to	those	
sisters	who	don’t	use	technology.

“We don’t know what to put in a newsletter.”

Well,	include	your	meeting	schedule.		Put	the	minutes	
of your last meeting, for those who were unable to at-
tend,	AND	for	everyone	to	review	to	save	time	at	your	
next	meeting.		List	upcoming	events.		List	birthdays.		
Have	a	recipe	page.		Talk	about	your	service	projects.		
Highlight a Member-of-the-Month: what does/did she 
teach? How long has she been a member? Does she 
have	kids/grandkids/pets/hobbies?		Include	a	letter	
from	your	president	–	and	maybe	your	other	officers	–	
and	even	your	committees!		It	doesn’t	have	to	be	long	
OR	fancy,	but	it	can	be	both	long	AND	fancy,	and	
it can turn into something that your members (and 
everyone	else	on	your	distribution	list)	looks	forward	
to	receiving	each	month!

“We just don’t know where to start.”

Fair	enough.		But	ask	for	help.		Contact	your	district’s	
C&M	committee	representative	and	say	“I	want	to	
start a newsletter for my chapter, but I need some 
guidance,” and that individual will give you an idea on 
how	to	get	started	–	and	will	hook	you	up	with	some	
resources.		E-mail	me,	and	I’ll	give	you	some	ideas.		
Just	move	forward…	what	do	you	have	to	lose?

Please,	don’t	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	me,	or	to	your	
district’s	C&M	committee	representative,	if	you	need	
our	support!		We’re	here	to	make	sure	that	your	com-
munication	is	clear,	and	your	marketing	is	on-point!		
Take	care!

Submit Bylaws Amendments
and

Examine Chapter Rules

Barbara Van Diepen
Florida State Organization Bylaws Chair

great78gram@gmail.com

The	Bylaws	Committee	urges	you	to	examine	the	
Florida State Organization bylaws and submit any 
changes to the committee for consideration at the 
State	Convention	in	2021.	
 
Since the DKG International Convention will be held 
in	2020,	the	committee	may	need	to	make	changes	
based	upon	what	happens	in	Philadelphia.	You	have	
plenty	of	time	to	think	about	and	consider	any	chang-
es	you	may	recommend.	We	just	wanted	to	give	you	
a heads up and to remind you that any proposed 
changes to the bylaws must be published in the Flor-
ida Rays	at	least	60	days	prior	to	the	State	Conven-
tion.	Any	proposed	changes	should	be	submitted	to	
the	committee	prior	to	November	1,	2020.
 
To chapter presidents, you should also revisit your 
chapter	rules	to	make	sure	they	are	in	compliance	
with	both	Florida	State’s	and	DKG	International’s	
documents.	If	you	have	any	questions	or	need	help,	
please	contact	Barbara	Van	Diepen,	Florida	State	Or-
ganization	Bylaws	Chair	at	great78gram@gmail.com.
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Parliamentary Moment:  
“The Importance of the Agenda”

Stephanie (Sam) King, Parliamentarian
gammanuking@gmail.com

“Great meetings take more time to plan than to present.”   Sam King, PRP 

Have	you	experienced	a	meeting	that	was	well	planned	with	much	accomplished	in	
a	short	amount	of	time?	That	could	be	your	chapter	meetings!	

By	starting	a	week	or	two	prior	to	the	meeting	date,	you	will	be	able	to	get	all	of	the	
steps	done	before	the	meeting	and	look	forward	to	presiding	at	the	meeting.	As	teachers,	we	prepare	for	our	
class	presentations,	which	is	the	same	process	when	chairing	a	meeting.		

Here are some recommendations:

Write	the	Agenda	Draft	-Send	the	‘draft’	out	to	the	members	at	least	3-4	days	ahead	of	time
-Request	any	changes	come	back	to	you	by	a	certain	day	and	time	
-Update	the	agenda	and	resend	(not	a	draft)

Use	a	script	-	The	president	(chair)	should	use	a	script	that	is	written	for	that	meeting’s	agenda.		If	using	a	
microphone	during	the	meeting,	practice	with	a	microphone	(a	karaoke	machine	will	work	in	a	pinch),	practice	
reading	the	script,	and	turning	the	pages.
The	first	time	that	you	do	this,	it	will	remind	you	of	a	clown	juggling	balls	in	the	air.		Practice	does	make	for	a	
better	chair.		This	is	an	example	of	a	meeting	script:
https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/training/course-tools/president/english/sample-meet-
ing-script-for-president

Call	to	Order	-	On	time	and	with	one	rap	of	gavel.		“It	is	5:30	PM	and	the	meeting	will	come	to	order.”

Opening	Ceremonies	(optional)	–	Invocation,	Pledge	of	Allegiance,	Inspiration,	and/or	introductions

Establishing	a	Quorum	-	Attendance	sign-in	vs	Roll	call

Standard	Order	of	Business
Minutes
Reports	of	officers,	boards	and	standing	committees
Special committee reports
Special orders
Unfinished	business
New	business

Closing	Activities	-Good	of	the	Order/Announcements/Program
Announcements	-	Notice	of	the	next	meeting:	place,	date	and	time
Program	–	Speaker	(informational	or	educational)	and	may	be	placed	elsewhere	in	the	agenda
Adjourn	-	[Rap	gavel	once.]	The	meeting	is	adjourned,	at	___PM.”			

Make	the	meetings	enjoyable.	If	the	presiding	officer	is	confident	and	relaxed,	the	meeting	will	be	enjoyed	by	
the	members.		Good	business	meetings	keep	a	chapter	healthy	and	growing.	Make	your	goal	this	year	to	sup-
port	your	chapter	officers	and	attend	the	chapter	meetings.	Remember,	a	meeting	that	will	get	the	members	to	
come	to	the	next	meeting	is	one	that	is	informative	and	usually	finished	within	an	hour.	
  

Protect the rights of all members including: 
the majority, the minority, individuals, absentee, and the entire organization.
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The Florida State Organization’s Fall Executive Board Meeting/Workshops
“Celebration of Leadership”

September 18 - 19, 2020
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Registration Form:  Please print or type one name per form.

Name: _________________________________Chapter:_______________ District:____

Address: _______________________________City: __________________  Zip:______

Phone: (         ) ___________________ Email:___________________________________

Please check all that apply:  ____Member  ____First Time Attending a State Meeting  
____Current Chapter President   ____District Director    ____ Past State President
State Officer or Related Personnel (Position): _________________________________
_____State Committee Chairman: (Committee Name)___________________________
_____Special dietary needs: (Please Indicate)__________________________________

Registration:  ____$60.00 includes luncheon  
Make check payable to:  Delta Kappa Gamma Send to:  Rhonda Work
Check #__________________           3570 Lakeshore Dr.
Registration Deadline: September 4, 2020                    Tallahassee, FL 32312  
(packets not guaranteed after this date)          Phone:     (850) 443-1426
No refunds after September 7, 2020.                      Email:   rhondawork@comcast.net                                                                                                                                
________________________________________________________________________
Please Note: Unless you indicate below, your attendance at this meeting gives per-
mission for your photo & contact information to be used, if needed, in the Florida 
Rays or any DKG publication.
___  No, I do not want my photo or contact information used in the Florida Rays or 
any DKG publication.
________________________________________________________________________
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary                            Group Reservation
1501 International Parkway                            Delta Kappa Gamma or DKG
Lake Mary, Florida 32746                                   September 18 -19, 2020
Phone:  407-995-1100 or 800-380-7724   Rooms rates will also include tax.

On-line booking link: Book your group rate for Delta Kappa Gamma Fall Workshop 
Rates: Single-$117.00   Double- $117.00    Triple - $117.00     Quad - $117.00

Please specify the group name to receive your group rate. 
Each reservation must be guaranteed with a first night’s deposit or major credit card.

Reservation cut-off date is: September 11, 2011.
Any reservations after that date will be subject to availability.

Refund Policy: 
Cancellations, no shows, or early departures without 48 hour advance notice 
will result in forfeiture of one night’s deposit or a charge of one night’s stay 

to a credit card. 



Call For Workshops: Florida DKG Fall Workshop

September 18-19, 2020
Workshop Proposal Form

Due date – August 1, 2020

Please share your hobby, research, or committee information with our 
members.

Name _________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________
Best time to reach me ___________________________________________

Presenter(s) ___________________________________________________
Workshop Title _________________________________________________
Brief description of Workshop ____________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Equipment needed, if any. 
(We prefer presenters bring their own equipment).
Do you need: screen? _____ projector? _____We have a limited number.
Availability of Presenting:   __________Friday        ___________Saturday

__________Both Days ___________Either Day 

Thank you!

Send this form to: 

Roxanne Berger, 1st Vice President, Florida DKG
783 East Dorchester Drive
Saint Johns, Florida, 32259

or
Roxanne.Berger45@gmail.com 

Questions? 
(727) 445-5328

	Page	10	 	 	 	 																															FLORIDA	RAYS	 	 	 	 																				Spring	2020



	Page	11	 	 	 	 																															FLORIDA	RAYS	 	 	 	 																				Spring	2020

District I Meeting: January 25, 2020

Kathy Diesner                      kathydiesner@gmail.com                                                                                                                        
Linda Wunderly                    lindawund@hotmail.com                                                                                       

District	I’s	meeting	began	Friday	night	with	early	arrivals	enjoying	a	
seafood	buffet.	Jay	Erp,	Professor	of	Guitar	at	Florida	Baptist	Col-
lege, completed our evening with guitar arrangements he selected 
especially	for	our	group.		

Our Saturday morning pre-meeting time gave District I sisters from all 13 chapters, as 
well as visiting sisters from across the state and new collegiate members, a chance 
to	rekindle	old	friendships,	network	with	Florida	State	Officers,	and	meet	new	sisters	
while	enjoying	a	light	breakfast.	After	the	Call	to	Order	by	District Co-Directors, Kathy 
Diesner and Linda Wunderly, our Past State President, Carol Ann Casey pictured at 
right,	welcomed	everyone	to	a	“Chilly	morning	in	the	Florida	Panhandle.”	Current	chapter	
presidents	presented	an	impressive	candlelit	“Four	Freedoms”	Flag	Ceremony	to	get	us	
off	to	an	inspiring	start.	Dr. Charlotte Johnson-Davis from Beta Phi gave us an uplifting 
message	of	how	to	find	something	positive	in	every	child	and	person	we	meet,	as	well	as	
in	every	situation	that	comes	our	way.

Our General Meeting began with words from our current State President Dr. 
Nancy Henning, followed by a processional of the outgoing and incoming District 
I	Chapter	Presidents.	Committee	reports	were	given	by	State	Committee	Chairs	
or	Representatives.	An	election	was	held	to	elect	a	new	District	Director	and	
District	I	Representative	for	the	State	Nominations	Committee	(2020	–	2022).	We	
are so proud to welcome Ann Comforter from Beta Beta as our new District I 
Director and Missy Cumbie from Delta Kappa as our District I Nominations 
Representative.

During	the	first	training	session,	the	incoming	chapter	presidents	
and chapter treasurers were provided the tools required for a suc-
cessful	biennium.	Other	workshops	presented	by	State	Committee	
chairs or representatives focused on training DKG members in 
ways to enhance and grow their chapters, as well as informing 
them	of	opportunities	to	apply	for	scholarships	and	grants.	The	
second	workshop	session	consisted	of	four	“Mini	Take	&	Go”	
opportunities:	“An	Invitation	to	The	Florida	Jesslyn	McBride	Lead-
ership	Seminar,”	“Collegiate	Rules	for	DGK	Membership,”	“The	
Happy	Teacher	Revolution”	with	practical	tips	for	improving	teacher	mental	health	and	wellness,	and	“The	
Perfect	Side	Gig,	Teaching	in	your	P.J.s”	which	introduced	teaching	ESL	to	overseas	students	on-line	from	
home.	Comments	from	attendees	let	us	know	these	sessions	were	successful	in	disseminating	much	informa-
tion	through	short	discussions	and	good	handouts.		

Our	special	guest	and	luncheon	speaker	was	Amanda	Broadfoot,	founder	of	Making	Light	Productions	in	
Tallahassee.	She	was	inspiring	as	she	shared	her	vision	of	an	inclusive	theatre	arts	program	that	provides	
students	of	all	abilities	with	equal	access	to	the	stage	and	spotlight.

Sharon Simmons from Beta Phi started	our	lunch	with	a	thought-provoking	message	of	Faith,	Trust,	Hope,	
Confidence,	Love	and	Attitude.	Our	delicious	lunch,	catered	by	Sonny’s,	was	followed	by	the	basket	raffles	
and	door	prizes.

We	want	to	thank	all	of	our	District	I	Presidents,	chapter	sisters,	and	State	Officers	for	making	this	District	I	
meeting	so	successful.	Your	help	and	input	were	invaluable;	we	couldn’t	have	done	it	without	you!	We	need	
to	give	a	special	thanks	to	Phi and Delta Theta Chapters for their help in set-up, clean-up, and providing the 
delicious	desserts.	To	our	thirteen	chapters,	we	thank	you	for	these	past	two	years.	You	welcomed	us	to	your	
meetings	and	special	events	with	open	arms	as	we	got	to	know	each	other.	We	both	feel	we	have	new	life-
long	friends	all	across	northwest	Florida.
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District II Meeting: February 1, 2020

Terry Stanilonis
tlstan@bellsouth.net

District	II	members	experienced	an	uplifting,	inspirational,	and	
informative	District	II	meeting.	The	general	session,	structured	
much	like	a	state	meeting,	utilized	PowerPoint	as	a	teaching	
tool informing members how our state organization is struc-
tured.	The	most	critical	slide	labeled	each	chapter	along	with	
the name of cities, towns, or communities to help District II 
chapter	members	make	connections	with	other	chapter	mem-
bers	while	attending	workshops	and	during	the	tea	social.	The	
pledge led by Terrye Mosley (Alpha Beta) and the inspiration-
al message given by Kimberly Petersen (Beta Mu) set the 
stage	for	a	members-driven	district	meeting.	Linda Mac-
Allister (Alpha Rho) and Susanne Griffin (Gamma Theta) 
introduced	special	guests.	Dr.	Michael	Henry,	Region	Superin-
tendent for Middle Schools, Duval County Public Schools wel-
comed participants to Clay County home to Beta Mu, our host 
chapter.	Ruth Burrell (Beta Rho) presented the nominations 
for	District	II	Director	and	the	State	Nominations	Committee	

(2000	-	2022).	District	II	members	elected	Kathy Raiford (Alpha) and Terrye Mosley (Alpha Beta) to share 
responsibilites for District II Director and Susanne Griffin (Gamma Theta) as District II’s Representative 
for the State Nominations Committee.

Breakout	sessions	were	limited	to	DKG	training,	such	as	Educational Excellence Explodes with a Trip 
to Africa Impacting Education Worldwide, facilitated by Kimberly Miskowski (Beta Mu).		Also,	Coleen 
Stoffa (Beta Mu) and Rebecca Lloyd (Gamma Iota)	led	a	workshop	walking	members	through	the	steps	
involved with applying for the state scholarship application process followed by Rebecca Lloyd sharing her 
chapter’s	grant-in-aid	fundraising	activity,	Painting with a Twist.	Dr.	Michael	Henry	(Making	Connections	with	
DKG)	led	a	workshop	on	opportunities	for	the	DKG	member	to	engage/network	with	educational	initiatives	
such	as	training	to	serve	on	a	district	accreditation	team.

Special	thanks	go	to	Dr. Elsie Gross,	(FL	DKG	Educational	Foundation),	
Barbara VanDiepen	(Bylaws),	Pat Litterick	(Leadership),	Cathy Tweeddale 
(Membership	Expansion)	for	facilitating	breakout	sessions	informing	members	
of	a	detailed	understanding	of	DKG’s	organizational	structure.	Also,	a	big	thank	
you to Dr. Nancy Henning, Roxanne Berger, and Carrie Frye, providing new-
ly elected chapter presidents the tools required for a successful biennium and 
Clancy O’Donnell for	facilitating	the	chapter	treasurers’	training.

The	highlight	of	the	meeting	was	The	DKG	Modern	Woman’s	Tea.	Each	chapter	decorated/set	a	single	table	
creating	a	most	unique	and	colorful	ambiance	for	participants	to	enjoy.	
Beta Mu President Dunia Jean-Baptiste served as our opening/closing 
MC.	Beta	Mu	hostesses	were	assigned	to	one	of	the	thirteen	tables	serv-
ing	tea	nibbles	in	three	different	courses.	Between	tea	courses,	Elizabeth 
Davis (Alpha Sigma), Alli Stephenson (Alpha) and Anna Nesi (Beta 
Mu) presented	their	personal	DKG	reflections	and	the	portion	of	the	DKG	
song	that	best	supports	their	triumphs	and	challenges.	Also,	Lois Lindsey 
(Alpha Beta)	led	chapter	roll	call	breaking	down	the	number	of	chapters	
between courses followed by Terry Stanilonis’	diary	reading	of	her	travels	
and	experiences	with	the	13	chapters	in	attendance.	The	last	course	
included	teacup	cookies	created	by	Linda Zeiler (Alpha Beta).	Thanks	to	
Linda Wunderly and Kathy Diesner (District I) for providing the template 
for	publishing	workshop	descriptions	and	for	utilizing	the	two-color	raffle	
ticket	idea.	Lastly,	special	recognition	goes	to	all	District	II	Chapters	for	
their	participation,	support,	and	for	just	being	“Key	Women	Educators”	who	
make	up	this	great	organization.

 

 

 

Bread Course 

English Biscuit 

Whipped Butter and Jam 

Cinnamon Toast Miniature Crackers 

 

Allison Stephenson , DKG Reflection 

Chapter Roll Call  and Basket Drawing 

 

 

Savory Course 

Frozen Cranberry Salad Cup 

Pimento Cheese Finger Sandwich 

Chicken Salad Cup and Vegetable Crudité 

 

Elisabeth Davis , DKG Reflection 

 Chapter Roll Call & Basket Drawing 

 

 

Sweet Course 

Linda Zeiler’s  Tea  Cookies 

Assorted  Pastries  

 

Anna Nesi, DKG Reflection 

 Chapter Roll Call & Basket Drawing 
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DKG International Convention
Pennsylvania Convention Center

Philadelphia, PA
July 7 - 11, 2020

          
First Time to Convention?
Traditionally	known	as	“First	Timers,”	these	mem-
bers	will	sport	“New	BEE”	ribbons,	be	teamed	with	a	
veteran	convention	attendee	called	a	“Keeper,”	and	
have	a	room	or	“Hive”	set	aside	for	networking	and	
seeking	information	designed	to	enhance	their	total	

convention	experience.	Plan	to	attend	the	Meet-and-Greet	on	Tuesday,	July	7th,	from	3	-4	PM.	At	this	event,	
“New	BEEs”	will
1.	Focus	on	the	convention	program	and	how	best	to	navigate	the	packed	schedule.	
2.	Meet	their	“Keepers”	face-to-face	for	the	first	time.	
3.	Learn	how	to	share	their	convention	experiences	through	social	media	and	the	DKG	phone	app.	
4.	Throughout	the	convention	“Keepers”	will	arrange	to	be	available	to	assist	“New	BEES”	as	needed.	
5.	Follow-up	between	“Keepers”	and	“New	BEES”	after	the	convention	will	be	encouraged.	

Opening General Meeting at 6PM at the JW Marriott Hotel
Tuesday’s	opening	session	will	begin	at	6	PM	with	the	biennial	procession	of	the	flags	representing	the	many	
countries	and	cultures	of	members	in	our	Society.	Welcomes	delivered	by	such	U.S.	historical	personages	as	
Ben	Franklin	and	Betsy	Ross.

Market Event at 7 PM at Reading Terminal Market
Shortly	after	7	PM,	the	ticketed	event	at	the	Reading	Terminal	
Market	(RTM)	begins.	Members	will	exit	the	Marriott	Downtown	
Hotel’s	Grand	Ballroom	following	our	Chinese	Dragon	Dance	
performers	and	wind	their	way	to	the	RTM	just	across	the	
street	from	the	hotel.	Experience	one	of	America’s	oldest	(since	
1893)	and	largest	public	markets	with	80	vendors.	This	ticketed	
event	gives	you	access	to	the	food	vendors	and	Molly	Malone’s	
beverage	stations.	Pause	to	sample	culinary	treats	typical	of	
the many cultures that call Philadelphia home – Philly cheese-
steaks,	Italian	hoagies,	and	Pennsylvania	Dutch	fare.	Graze	for	
two hours as you wander the premises entertained by a local 
DJ	playing	tunes	that	include	some	actually	first	performed	in	
this	city.	Ticket	sales	are	limited	and	include	two	hours	of	food	
and	drinks	along	with	entertainment	on	the	premises.	You	can	purchase	a	ticket	for	this	event	when	you	regis-
ter	for	the	Convention.

Chorus Sign Ups
Sign	up	online	for	the	2020	DKG	International	Chorus	in	Philadelphia.	The	chorus	will	perform	during	the	Cele-
bration	of	Life	on	Saturday	morning	and	during	the	Society	Dinner	on	Saturday	evening.	Be	part	of	the	musical	
history	of	this	convention	in	Philadelphia!	Enrich	your	experience	while	enriching	the	experience	of	all	conven-
tion	attendees.	Join	the	2020	DKG	International	Chorus	with	rehearsals	in	the	Grand	Ballroom	as	follows:

Wednesday,	July	8,	from	5-6	PM
Thursday,	July	9,	from	4:30-6	PM
Friday,	July	10th	from	3:30	–	5	PM

Stress Free Zone
Unwind	at	the	2020	DKG	International	Convention	by	stopping	by	the	Stress	Free	Zone.	This	area	is	designed	
to	give	convention	attendees	an	alternative	spot	to	relax	during	the	convention	day.	Open	Wednesday	through	
Friday	till	5	PM,	the	room	offers	individual	and	group	activities	to	rejuvenate	members.	Each	day	features	a	
specific	group	activity	led	by	a	DKG	member.	Those	seeking	solitude	can	choose	from	jigsaw	puzzles,	coloring	
books,	or	a	reading	nook.	From	chair	yoga	to	Farkle,	there	is	something	for	everyone.



Florida State Organization’s 
Featured Artist from the 

2019 Betty Thornton Arts & Crafts 
Gallery:

Lonnie Kirsch from Beta Nu Chapter

Lonnie Kirsch is from Mogadore, Ohio, a small town 
outside	of	Akron,	Ohio.	As	a	farm	girl,	the	outdoors	
was	an	important	part	of	her	life.	She	loved	art	
and	music	and	wanted	to	major	in	it	when	going	to	
college	at	the	University	of	Akron.	Her	parents	had	
other plans, although she did play in the band and 
was	a	part	of	the	theatre,	her	major	was	Biology.	Af-
ter	earning	a	Master’s	Degree	in	Biology,	she	began	
teaching	Biology.	She	took	SCUBA	classes	and	in	
order to complete her class, she had to do an open 
water	dive	to	60	feet	in	a	stone	quarry.	This	helped	
her	make	the	decision	to	move	to	Florida.	Obviously,	
there’s	more	to	see	in	the	ocean,	and	she	still	dives.

In	1974,	Lonnie	moved	to	Stuart,	Florida,	and	began	
teaching	at	Martin	County	High	School.	DKG	be-
came a big part of her life and supported her as she 
pursued	administrative	positions	serving	as		Assis-
tant	Principal	of	MCHS,	moving	to	Lake	County	as	
Supervisor	of	Curriculum	K-12,	and	Principal	of	Mt.	
Dora	Middle	School.	She	eventually	ended	up	in	
Okeechobee	as	Principal	of	Yearling	Middle	School	
and	then	a	county	level	administrator.	She	began	
teaching	Biology,	Anatomy,	and	Physiology	at	Indian	
River	State	College	until	her	retirement	in	2015.
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Lonnie	is	a	Renaissance	woman	because	of	her	
diverse	talents.	She	began	acting	in	high	school	and	
has appeared in hundreds of plays; most recently as 
Anna	in	The King and I and Dolly in Hello, Dolly! 
Obviously,	she	loves	to	sing.	Besides	singing	in	
theater productions, she sings in her church and the 
DKG	Choir.	She	continues	acting	by	doing	portrayals	
of	historical	figures	and	will	be	appearing	as	Susan	
B.	Anthony	in	March.	She	was	an	officer	in	DKG	and	
former	District	IV	Director.	

Once	retired,	she	found	more	time	to	paint.	The	pic-
ture	of	a	Blue	Heron	was	based	on	one	from	her	pho-
tos	taken	in	Okeechobee.	The	Squirrel	was	a	part	of	
a	follow-a-long	art	lesson	with	instructor	Fawn	Barr.	
This	was	to	teach	painting	snow.		It	sure	reminded	
her	of	home.	The	Sunset	painting,	like	the	heron	and	
squirrel,	is	done	in	acrylic	and	is	purely	imaginative.

The crewel embroidery of the Tree Frog was done 
based on all the little tree frogs around her house 
while	living	in	Martin	County.

This past year,she was given a lot of beads, so it was 
fun	to	see	what	could	be	made	with	them.	While	in	
Alaska,	one	of	her	guides	had	a	lovely	starfish	pin	
made	with	beads,	so	that	was	her	first	attempt	at	
bead	making.	Afterwards,	she	made	the	peacock	and	
red	lion	fish.	Animals	and	critters	of	the	sea	are	often	
her		inspiration.

The	Rose	Shawl	was	made	specifically	to	show	her	
love of DKG as the shawl is crocheted with a rose 
pattern.	Lonnie	is	known	for	taking	her	crochet	work	
with	her	wherever	she	goes.	Carrie Frye asked	her	
to crochet roses for attendees of the Southeast 
Regional	Conference	in	Orlando.	She	made	500	
roses and her friends made an additional 100 for a 
grand	total	of	600.	Lonnie’s	crochet	work	now	bene-
fits	her	church	as	she	makes	prayer	shawls	for	those	
who	need	them	and	hats	for	cancer	patients.
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They Called Us 
Enemy

by George Takei

On February 20, 
2020, the California 
State	Assembly	unan-
imously passed a 
resolution apologizing 
more	than	78	years	
ago for discriminat-
ing against 120,000 
Japanese-Americans	
and	helping	the	U.S.	
government send 

them	to	internment	camps	during	World	War	II.		

Have you ever read a young adult graphic novel? 
If not, this is a timely opportunity to read one!

Actor	George	Takei	,who	played	Mr.	Sulu	in	both	the	
movie	and	television	series	of	Star	Trek,	recounts	his	
childhood	imprisoned	within	American	concentration	
camps	for	Japanese	Americans	during	World	War	II	
and	the	impact	the	experience	had	on	his	later	life.	

Published in 2019, They Called Us Enemy is an 
autobiographical	account	of	this	experience.	The	
Reading	Counts!	level	is	targeted	as	grade	5.2,	and	
its	Lexile	Level	is	680.

MaMa: A Precious Woman

Carrie Frye, Executive Secretary
Beta Chi Chapter

Her	life	began	with	joy	and	innocence

A	legacy	from	a	mother:
	 Laughing,	loving,	nurturing
	 	 Traits	her	children	experienced	daily
 Singing, story-telling, dancing
	 	 To	uplift	their	spirits.	These	she	modeled
	 Cooking,	sewing,	gardening
	 	 Survival	skills	she	taught	them	all.

A	lonely	sister:
	 Loving,	caring,	missing
  From a distance her siblings understood
	 Wanting,	longing,	needing
	 	 Contact	with	them	she	was	denied.
 Cunning, designing, scheming
	 	 In	times	of	need,	she	secretly	reached	them.

A	devoted	spouse:
	 Loyal,	trustworthy,	obedient
	 	 With	faithfulness	she	lived	her	vows.
 Sweating, aching, bleeding
	 	 From	farm	labor.	Great	pain	she	endured.
	 Bruised,	injured,	scarred
	 	 Physcial	and	emotional	abuse	she	suffered.

Her short life ended with hurt and agony
But	her	precious	legacy	of	love	endured.

The	poem	below	was	excerpted	from	Expressions 
from Mu State Hearts which was a compilation of 
poetry written by Florida members and distributed in 
book	format	to	attendees	at	the	Southeast	Region-
al	Conference	in	2013.	Since	Carrie Frye was not 
only the Mu State President but also the Chair of the 
Southeast Regional Conference, it is appropriate that 
her	poem	is	featured	first	in	this	new	column.
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Chapters Share Their Vision
Gamma Nu Chapter

Gamma Nu Chapter 
held	its	annual	“Reach	
to	Teach”	fashion	show.	
Pictured on the right is 
Dodie Russell who served 
as	one	of	the	models.	The	
fashion show, along with 
a	silent	auction	and	raffle,	
funds	Grant-in-Aid	mon-
ey for Charlotte County 
female graduating se-
niors	planning	to	major	in	
education.	The	Charlotte	
Harbor	Yacht	Club	with	its	
beautiful	view	was	the	venue.

Each	year	“Reach	to	
Teach” honors a DKG 
member who has con-
tributed in meaningful 
ways to the Gamma 
Nu Chapter.	This	year	
Bernadine “Bernie” 
Allesee was honored for 
her	work	in	the	chapter	
over	the	years.	Pictured	
on the left, Gale Carter 
is presenting her with a 
vase	of	flowers.	

At	a	recent	school	board	
meeting, Gamma Nu’s  
Second Vice President 
Maria Metge presented 
Charlotte High Princi-
pal Cathy Corsaletti the 
International Society of 
Key	Women	Educator’s	
2020	Leader	in	Educa-
tion	Award.	Gamma Nu 
Chapter established 
the	Leader	in	Education	
Award,	an	annual	award	

Alpha Omega

Alpha Omega Chapter was	awarded	the	first	‘Be	a	
Buddy	Bench	Award’	at	the	first	annual	breakfast	by	
Palm	Beach	Mental	Health	Association	held	at	the	
Kravis	Center	in	West	Palm	Beach.

The	chapter	partnered	with	author	Loverly	Sheridan	
to advocate for social-emotional learning through the 
“Be	a	Buddy,	Not	a	Bully"	program.	Businesses	and	
individuals	can	sponsor	a	Buddy	Bench	in	elementa-
ry	schools.	Schools	hold	an	assembly	to	go	over	the	
purpose	of	the	Buddy	Bench.	A	sponsored	bench	is	
placed	in	a	safe	place	designated	by	school	officials	
for	kids	to	reflect	and	rest.	

During	the	assembly,	Loverly	Sheridan	speaks	and	
reads	to	students.	Schools	name	Buddy	Ambas-
sadors and create a new school climate based on 
mutual	respect.	Support	for	cultural	differences	and	
an	anti-bully	mindset	is	established.	The	message	of	
tolerance, emotional safety, and acceptance is the 
life	skill	promoted	by	the	book	&	Buddy	Bench.

If other schools in Florida are interested, please con-
tact	Izzy	(gators723bb@bellsouth.net).

Eta Chapter

Good food, fun, 
and fellowship 
were a winning 
combination 
for	Eta	Chap-
ter’s	Christmas	
auction.	Mem-
bers brought 
artwork,	baked	
goods, and 
other items to 
auction as well 
as to sell in 
the Christmas 
store.	The	chapter	raised	$1,425.25	for	the	DKG	
World	Fellowship	fund,	the	chapter	Grant	in	Aid,	
and	other	chapter	projects.	Eta	Chapter	is	proud	to	
announce	continued	success	for	their	“Supporting	
Schools	and	Teachers”	project.	A	total	of	$115	dollars	
was donated by a member to two teachers to assist 
them	with	classroom	projects.	One	member	donated	
200	books	to	local	school.	Two	other	members	donat-
ed	classroom	supplies	to	several	teachers.	Members	
also	logged	an	additional	27	hours	of	volunteer	ser-
vice	to	our	schools	and	teachers	since	October.	This	
brings	Eta	Chapter’s	total	to	89	volunteer	hours	since	
school	started.	
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highlighting a woman in Charlotte County who serves 
in	a	leadership	capacity	at	the	administrative	level.	

After	receiving	her	bachelor’s	and	master’s	degrees	
from Central Connecticut State and teaching math 
to middle schoolers in Connecticut, Cathy arrived in 
Charlotte	County	in	1986	as	a	middle	school	math	
teacher	at	Port	Charlotte	Middle	School.	She	became	
a dean, an assistant principal, and was appointed as 
principal	of	Punta	Gorda	Middle	School	in	2006.	In	

2014, she was appoint-
ed principal of Charlotte 
High	School.		In	2019,	
she was awarded the 
2019	Dave	Gayler	Lead-
ership	Award	in	recog-
nition of her leadership 
within Charlotte County 
Schools.	

A	teacher	who	has	
worked	for	Cathy	states,	“She’s	extremely	organized	
and	has	a	structured	strategy	for	all	of	the	projects	
and	programs	of	her	school.”		Another	stated,	“She’s	
a student-oriented administrator interested in the 
well-being	of	every	student	under	her	care.”	Yet	
another	says,	“Cathy	is	a	great	communicator;	she	
ends	her	announcements	to	the	schools’	population	
advising them to Make it a great day or not, the 
choice is always yours!” 

Kappa Chapter
As	the	incoming	president	of	Kappa	for	the	next	bien-
nium, the current president of Kappa and I decided 
that	I	would	share	the	vision	for	the	chapter.	I	had	to	
take	a	step	back	and	think	about	that:	What IS our 
vision for Kappa Chapter moving into the next 
two years?	I	think	about	where	we	are	now,	from	
where	we	were	when	I	first	started	a	few	years	back,	
and I realize that it continues to be about a single 
word	…	GROWTH.

As	we	exit	this	biennium,	we	look	to	expand	our	prior	
focus	on	being	mentors	and	our	efforts	to	“encourage	
always, serve intentionally, (and) advance profes-
sionally.”	Mentoring	is	about	growth...	primarily	on	the	
growth	of	others;	that’s	so	important,	especially	as	
we	cultivate	a	younger	generation	of	members.	Also,	
I would hope to see our members focus on their own 
growth and realize that while they may be coming to 
the end of their professional careers, they can contin-
ue to grow – intellectually, emotionally, physically and 
spiritually.

I	hope	to	see	Kappa	experience	growth	from	a	

membership perspective, as we bring others into 
our chapter; I hope to see us grow within our chap-
ter, as our members challenge themselves to reach 
new	levels	of	personal	growth.	Finally,	I	wish	for	us	
to continue to support the growth of those initiatives 
and organizations that further the cause of educa-
tion, and the welfare of women and children, through 
our	volunteer	efforts	and	our	service	projects.	If	we	
can focus on three-fold growth for the coming bien-
nium, we will have truly watched our vision unfold for 
Kappa	Chapter.

1920-2020 Women ‘Rock the Vote’ For 100 Years!!
Delta Eta Chapter Joint Luncheon

This year celebrated the 100th anniversary of suf-
frage	for	women.	On	February	15,	2020,	the	Delta 
Eta Chapter	hosted	a	joint	luncheon	attended	by	
Beta Sigma and Kappa Gamma Chapters.	We	
assembled in the oceanview room above The Tides 
in	Satellite	Beach.	Many	of	the	Delta Eta members 
were attired in clothes reminiscent of the era in 
which women struggled and marched to protest and 
demand	their	rights.	

After	a	moving	meditation	by	Margaret Brugman, 
President Susan Siemer introduced guests, Carol 
Ann Casey, Nancy Marmesh, Diana Brown, and 
Sandy Reeves. The	Educational	Excellence	Com-
mittee of Delta Eta performed a dramatization using 
the	original	words	of	Elizabeth	Cady	Stanton,	Fred-
erick	Douglas,	Susan	B.	Anthony,	Sojourner	Truth,	
Abigail	Adams,	Clara	Barton,	Woodrow	Wilson,	
and	others	entitled	“Failure	is	Impossible”	which	is	
available	through	the	National	Archives.	The	piece	
outlines	the	struggle	for	women’s	voting	rights.	

After	a	satisfying	lunch,	our	guest	
speaker	was	the	Florida State 
Organization’s Executive Sec-
retary Carrie Frye who present-
ed a slide show developed by our 
own Margaret Brugman detailing 
the	momentous	fight	for	women’s	
voting	rights.	The	afternoon	con-
cluded with an inspiring rendition 
of	the	Delta	Kappa	Gamma	Song.	
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Dr. Kathleen P. Jenkins
Beta Chapter

District IV
December 21, 2020

DeLand, FL

Surrounded by loved ones, Kath-
leen P. “Kay” Jenkins, 98, died 
peacefully at home on December 
21,	2019.	She	was	born	in	Fay-
etteville,	West	Virginia,	the	eighth	
of	nine	children.

She earned a biology degree at 
Berea	College	in	Berea,	Kentucky,	
and it was there she met her fu-
ture	husband,	George.
George and Kay married in 1944 
and	moved	to	DeLand	in	1948,.
The couple had two children and, 
in	1951,	moved	to	Lexington,	Ken-
tucky.	In	1953,	the	family	moved	
back	to	DeLand	where	Kay	raised	
the	children.

During these child-rearing years, 
Kay	sewed	the	children’s	clothing,	
was a Girl Scout troop leader, and 
took	continuing-education	classes	
as diverse as painting, physics 
and	ceramics	at	Stetson.

In	1961,	Kay	began	teaching	sev-
enth grade science at what was 
then	DeLand	Junior	High	School.	
She continued teaching life sci-
ence	at	DeLand	schools	until	her	
retirement	in	1984.

Calling All Presenters!

Roxanne Berger, 1st Vice President
roxanne.berger45@gmail.com

The	September	2019	Fall	Workshop	and	Board	
Meeting	included	many	wonderful	workshops	
presented	by	our	Florida	State	DKG	sisters.	All	
the	workshops	were	well	attended	and	received	
excellent	reviews.	Thank	you	to	the	Workshop	
presenters.	Topics	were	as	follows:

“Can We Be Honest” (Dunia Jean-Baptiste) 

“Reconciling Chapter Rules with State & International Changes” 
(Barbara VanDiepen) 

“Are You a Healthy Leader?” (Pat Litterick)

“Martha Washington and the Women of the 18th Century” 
(Celia Maria Blanden) 

“More Money Available – A New Grant Opportunity” (FLDKGEF) 

“New Dues Procedures – FAQ’S” 
(Beverly Stagg)

“The Impressionists/ Impressionism” (Linda Zeiler)
 

“Dancing With The Oldies” (Delta XI’s Officers)

“Everyone Needs a Medical Journal” (Carolyn McGowan)

“Membership: Growing in DKG” (Cathy Tweeddale)
 

“Spotlight on the DKG Fine Arts Gallery” (Carol Ann Casey)
 

“Ready, Set, Let’s Activate Our Voices!” (Kathleen Oropeza)
 

“Planning for Great Meetings: The Agenda” 
(Stephanie (Sam) McCartney King)

“Double Your Pleasure; Double Your Chapter“ (Brenda Johnson)
 

“District 1 Planning Meeting” (Kathy Diesner and Linda Wunderly)
 

“District II Planning Meeting” (Terry Stanilonis)
 

“District III Planning Meeting” (Yvonne McShay)
 

“DistrictIV Planning Meeting” (Diana Brown and Sandy Reaves)
 

“District V Planning Meeting” (Myrna Santos)
 

“District VI Planning Meeting” (Kathy Avery and Joann Higgins)

Now	it	is	your	turn	to	present	a	workshop.	Share	your	expertise,	re-
search, or hobby with your Florida Sisters at the September 2020 Fall 
Workshop	&	Board	Meeting.	Deadline	for	the	Workshop	Application	is	
July	31,	2020.
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Dr. Diane Emily Valovich
Xi Chapter
District V

November 12, 2019
Tamarac, Florida

Dr. Diane Valovich passed away 
on	November	12,	2019.	She	was	
born	on	July	19,	1946,	in	Stratford,	
Connecticut.	Diane	received	a	
Bachelor’s	and	Master’s	Degrees	
in	Library	Science	from	Southern	
Connecticut	State	University	and	
her	Doctorate	from	Nova	South-
east	University.

Dr.	Valovich	was	a	media	special-
ist	at	NOVA	Southeastern	Uni-
versity’s	Elementary	School	from	
1980 - 2003 when she was pro-
moted	to		Director	of	Educational	
Technology until her retirement in 
2013.	She	was	initiated	into	DKG	
on	November	26,	2000,	served	as	
Xi Chapter President	in	Broward	
County from 2008-2010, and as 
Membership	Chair..

Diane	and	her	sister	enjoyed	
traveling together and visited the 
Mediterranean,	explored	towns	
along the Danube River, and in 
Hawaii,	Alaska,	and	California.	
She loved cats and growing 
orchids	in	her	backyard.	Diane	
was	a	wonderful	cook	and	baker	
who	enjoyed	sharing	food	with	
family	and	friends.	

in	Green	Bay,	Wisconsin,	and	
passed away at the age of 92 on 
December	27,	2019,	in	Bradenton.	
She	received	a	Bachelor’s	Degree	
in	Elementary	Education	at	Holy	
Family College in Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin,	and	earned	a	Master’s	
Degree in Curriculum and Instruc-
tion	at	the	University	of	South	
Florida	in	Tampa.

Joyce	was	an	elementary	edu-
cator teaching 11 years in Ohio 
and	Wisconsin.	Moving	to	Florida	
in	1969,	Joyce	started	a	21	year	
service to the School District of 
Manatee	County.	She	was	ap-
pointed to many special positions 
during her career, serving as a 
Master Teacher in the new open 
classroom setting, Curriculum 
Coordinator,	Assistant	Principal	
and	Principal	(Tillman	and	Abel	
Schools).	She	not	only	served	her	
students directly but also partici-
pated in much curriculum develop-
ment.

In	1975,	Joyce	was	invited	to	
assist the Florida Department of 
Education	to	help	establish	the	
scope and sequence for mandat-
ed	curriculum	in	the	basic	skill	
of	problem	solving.	In1976,	she	
again	worked	for	the	FL	DOE	to	
develop	the	skills	sequence	on	
the	Measurement	Task	Force.	She	
was instrumental in developing the 
Environmental	Science	program	
in	the	county.	In	1977	and	1979,	
she	served	on	the	panel	of	judges	
for	the	National	Science	Founda-
tion	judging	teacher	submissions.	
After	retiring,	she	enjoyed	judging	
speech	contests.

Joyce	was	honored	as	the	1976	
Manatee County Teacher of the 
Year.	She	was	a	charter	mem-
ber of the Kappa Chapter since 
September	of	1976.	Joyce	had	
a solid philosophy of education, 
stating	that	‘teaching	is	creating	
an environment where learning 
takes	place,	establishing	goals	for	
instructing, and evaluating each 
child	and	providing	curriculum	ex-
periences	that	are	child-centered.”

After	her	retirement	from	Volusia	
schools, Kay, a lifelong learner, 
studied Spanish, mastered the 
computer, researched and docu-
mented	her	and	George’s	gene-
alogy,	tutored	Spanish	speakers	
at the library and at local schools, 
taught line dancing, delivered 
Meals	on	Wheels,	volunteered	
at First Presbyterian Church of 
DeLand,	and	traveled.	As	a	mem-
ber of Beta Chapter, Kay held 
many	offices.		Most	recently,	she	
was	treasurer	for	many	years.

Merle Lear
Alpha Chapter

District II
Jacksonville, FL

Merle Lear, who recently passed 
away, was born on February 2, 
1942.	Inducted	on	May	1,	1991,	
she	was	truly	an	Alpha	pioneer.	
Her enthusiasm for DKG was 
boundless, always attending 
events.	Merle	served	many	years	
as president of Alpha Chapter.	

Her funeral was held on February 
29, 2020, at Riverside Presbyteri-
an	Church	in	Jacksonville.	We	will	
always	remember	Merle’s	smile	
and dedication to Alpha Chapter 
and	her	sisters.	Please	keep	her	
family	and	friends	in	your	prayers.	

Dr. Joyce Hurkman 
Mummert

Kappa Chapter
District III

December 27, 2019
Bradenton, FL

Joyce Mummert of	Bradenton	
was	born	on	January	12,	1927,	



Directions for Setting Up Your DKG Log-in & Profile
You	will	need	your	membership	#	to	log-in!!	This	can	be	found	on	your	membership	card,	DKG	publications,	
or	contact	your	chapter	president	or	treasurer	if	you	need	assistance	finding	your	number.	You	can	also	use	
the	Chat	feature	on	the	DKG	website	to	ask	for	your	membership	#.

1.		 Open	Google	Chrome	or	Firefox	on	laptops	or	desktops	or	Safari	on	iPads.	

2.		 Go	to	www.dkg.org		

3.		 Click	“Sign In” tab near top of page 

4.	 Click	“Username”	and	enter	your	DKG	I.D.#	(from	membership	card	or	DKG	publication).	

5.		 Click	“Password” and enter the generic password dkg2014society	OR	click	“Forgot My 
 Password”	(If	you	choose	Forgot	My	Password,	a	new	window	opens.	Enter	your	DKG	I.D.#	and	
	 International	will	send	you	an	email	with	a	link	to	change	your	password.)	OR	click	on	the	chat	feature		
	 and	ask	for	a	reset	of	your	password.

6.		 Click	“MyDKG”	or	your	name	at	the	top.
 
7.		 Click	“Change My Password” and	enter	a	password	of	your	choice!!	

8.		 Complete	the	“About Me”	information	by	clicking	the	small	pencil	icon.	This	opens	text	boxes	where		
	 you	can	type	phone	#,	email	address,	&	birthday.	Scroll	down	to	“My Address” and	click	pencil	icon	
	 to	change	your	address.	
 
	 	 *	Be	sure	to	click	the	SAVE	button!	

9.		 IMPORTANT	Step:		Click	“My Participation”	tab	near	top	of	page.
 
  * Scroll down to “Communication Preferences” near	bottom	of	page.	Select	the	check	
	 	 boxes	for	how	you	would	like	information	from	DKG	International	to	be	sent	to	you.	If you do  
  NOT check Yes, Include my DKG Profile in the Online Directory, no one will see your 
  information
 
	 	 *	Be	sure	to	click	the	SAVE	button!

10.		 OPTIONAL!	If	you	choose	to	enter	a	detailed	profile,	click	the	DKG	Profile	button	near	the	top	left	side		
 of “Communication Preferences”	page.	

	 	 *	A	YouTube	video	on	creating	your	profile	can	be	found	at:	

  http://www.dkg.org/DKGMember/Committees/Society_Business/Communication_
  Publicity_Assets/Video-Profile.aspx

Why Is It So Important to Update Your Email Address?
Print copies of the Florida Rays	are	no	longer	mailed	using	the	U.S.	Postal	Service.

The Florida Rays uses the email addresses from International, and some of these have not been updated 
since	members	originally	joined.	Some	members	did	not	have	email	addresses	when	they	joined,	

so	no	email	address	is	listed.

Need	assistance?	Contact	State Treasurer Beverley Stagg at bastagg@hotmail.com or 
DKG Membership Director Trish Woolery at trishw@dkg.org	to	update	your	information.
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Information Sources 

DKG Florida Website
www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

DKG Florida 
on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/
DKG-Florida-State-Organiza-

tion-128818413969052/

DKG Florida on Twitter
@DKGMuState	FL	

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation Website

www.fldkgef.org

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Facebook
www.facebook.com/FLDKGEF

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Twitter

@FLDKGEF

Florida Rays
 

Members are encouraged 
to email information to 
be used in the Florida 

Rays	to	Bonnie	Kelley	at 
MuStateEditor@gmail.com

    December 1.....Winter
    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1.............Summer           
    August 1...............Fall

District V Meeting
“One World DKG - A United Nations of Education”

March 14, 2020
Nova Southeastern Univeristy, Davie, FL

DKG US Forum National Legislative Seminar
March 15 - 18, 2020

Holiday Inn National Airport Hotel
Arlington, VA 

District VI
“Honoring Our DKG All-Stars”

March 21, 2020
Carlisle Inn, Sarasota, FL 

The Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar
June 14 - 17, 2020

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

DKG International Convention
July 7 - 11, 2020 

Marriott Downtown Philadelphia

Philadelphia, PA

Florida State Fall Workshop & Executive Board Meeting
September 18 - 19, 2020

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Florida State Convention
April 30 - May 2, 2021

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary
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