
Seated (Left to Right): Beth Brower, Terry Stanilonis, Sarah Watters, Missy Jones, Nancy Henning, 
Pat Litterick, Carrie Frye, Carleen Spano, DeeDee Rice, Melissa Martin

1st Row (Left to Right): Linda Garrett, Nicole Sierra, Claudia McIvor, Ruth Paine, Caulette Hicks, 
Monica Hayes, Linda Lewis, Celia Maria Blandon, Diane Revels

2nd Row (Left to Right): Susan Vinson, Mary Louise Sternberg, Elisabeth Davis, Robin Melton, Elinor 
Mount-Simmons, Leslie Jephson, Gussie Bowen Sakowicz, Diana Brown

Top Row (Left to Right): Dr. Kamla Bhagwandin, Elizabeth Hamilton, Evelyn Ward, Katie Martinez, 
Pam Pierce, Crystal Woodford, Ann Comforter, Shakiya Drayton, Shelia Rome, Vivian Posey
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2021 - 2023
Florida State Officers

President 
Roxanne Berger

roxanne.berger45@gmail.com

First Vice-President
Terry Stanilonis

tlstan@bellsouth.net

Second Vice-President 
Nancy Bentz

nbenteach@protonmail.com

Recording Secretary
Joann Higgins

gammanuhiggins@yahoo.com

Corresponding Secretary
Sharon Wallen

Sharonwallen16@gmail.com

Parliamentarian
Stephanie McCartney-King 

“Sam”
gammanuking@gmail.com

Immediate Past 
State President

Dr. Nancy Henning
nanhendkg@yahoo.com

Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar 
Donations for 2020-2021

Beverly Stagg, Treasurer
Florida DKG State Organization

beverlysdkg19@yahoo.com 

 We greatly appreciate the 
donations made to the Jesslyn McBride 

Leadership Fund during the past fiscal year.

DONORS

Beta Omega Chapter
Vivian Posey

CONTRIBUTIONS IN MEMORY OF:

Donor:            In Memory of:

Carrie Frye                          Jim Hacker
Carrie Frye                      Brenda Brody
Pat Litterick                             Jodi Nesi
Pat Litterick                 Dr. Kay Clawson
Debra Thomashefski               Mildred C. Lamm
Debra Thomashefski              Dr. Bertina Cruce

CONTRIBUTIONS IN HONOR OF:

Donor:               In Honor of:

Ann Comforter      2021 Leadership Class



President’s Message
Florida DKG State Organization

Roxanne Berger, President, 2021-2023 
Florida DKG State Organization 

Greetings Florida State Organization,

“CHANGE 
IS

HEALTHY and BEAUTIFUL.
Ask a Butterfly!”

I look forward to working for you and with you as we enter a new biennium. Please honor your commitment to 
DKG as we continue to help women, children, and educators all around the world. 

Most people naturally resist change, but change is on the horizon everywhere in our lives. In order to regrow 
our Society, we must embrace changes that will attract exemplary educators to our ranks.

During this pandemic, we have been forced to make many changes in our lives. We endured wearing masks, 
social distancing, staying home for school and work, and hoarding Clorox wipes and toilet paper.

We have been forced to use Zoom for meetings, work, and schools, and this has improved our computer 
skills. During this biennium, we will continue to use Zoom. Many of our chapters have reinstituted phone calls 
and snail mail notes, in addition to our zoom meetings. We are all reaching out to each other, and this is also 
a good change. Some of our forgotten members are thrilled to hear from us. Let’s keep that communication 
going.

Annie Webb Blanton started our society 92 years ago, and we are still benefiting from her endeavors. I am 
hoping that we can partner with each other and travel together for the next two years to accomplish things 
that will still make a difference to fellow educators 100 years from now.   

Please invite your District Director and one of our
leadership team members to visit your chapter. We 
want to share your success as you change.

Be the change you want to see in DKG!  Hope to see 
you on September 17-18, 2021, at our Fall Meeting in 
Lake Mary, Florida.

Roxanne

Dr. Roxanne Berger
Florida DKG State Organization
President 2021-2023

 Page 3                                                                                   FLORIDA RAYS                                                                                 Fall 2021



Message from 
Florida DKG Organization's
Immediate Past President:

Dr. Nancy Henning

June 30, 2021, was the last day of my biennium. I would like to depart from this 
presidency with the following thoughts:

"Although we may come from vastly different stories 
and very different walks of life, 

we are one people who possess common values and common ideals; 
who celebrate individual excellence 

but also share a recognition that together, 
we can accomplish great and wonderful things we can’t accomplish alone."

by Barack Obama

What else needs to be said; we began our journey two years ago with the theme 
of “Together, We Can!” Little did any of us know what was ahead of us. Through a pandemic, presidential 
election, and a wonky winter, we have been able to meet, induct, install, and complete our tasks in DKG. As 
I have said many times; for this biennium as strange as it has been, I believe I was the right person to be in 
leadership for our state. I was, am, and will be forever proud to have represented Florida DKG. Thank you for 
trusting me to be your president.

We began – Together, We Can!
We finish – Together, We Did!

Thank you!

Nancy

Dr. Nancy Henning
Florida DKG State Organization
President 2019-2021

Page 4                                 FLORIDA RAYS                                            Fall 2021 



 Page 5                                                                                     FLORIDA RAYS                                                                                Fall 2021

The 2021 Florida 
Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar

Pat Litterick, Chair
plitterick@att.net

The Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar was held June 13 – 16, 2021, 
at the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary with 29 key women educators from across 
the State of Florida attending. The two-and-a-half-day Seminar began with get 
acquainted activities along with refreshments after their journeys.

The agenda for the Seminar followed three themes- “Where do I fit in this 
changing world?”, “How to...”, and “Looking back, moving forward.”  Each day 
sessions focused on these themes and participants had opportunities for group 
discussions, group decision making, and group presentations. 

Tuesday was primarily devoted to group sessions 
where participants selected a topic of their choice 
from a list of DKG Topics including Membership, 
Communication, Educational Excellence, Program 
and Fund-Raising Ideas, Awards/Scholarships/
Leadership/Benefits of DKG, and the Organization 
of DKG. Each group was responsible for sharing 
their findings with the total group. The result was a 
rich display of creative presentations using different 
technology, techniques, and style along with the 
pertinent information which participants can use to 
share with their chapters. The DKG International 
website is a tool which every member of DKG can 
use to learn more about these topics.

Throughout the Seminar, a community spirit of acquaintance and fellowship was created for the participants. 
This began with roommate assignments where participants were partnered with a member from another 
district. The seating during sessions and meals was constantly being changed, so every participant had a 
chance to meet and connect with new companions. This Leadership Class also has a private Face Book page 
where the participants continue to connect. One of the goals of the seminar is to foster relationships beyond 
one’s own chapter, and this group greatly enjoyed this aspect of the Seminar.   

Graduation exercises were held, and Florida State President Dr. Nancy 
Henning presented the new graduates with their Leadership pins. Partic-
ipants concluded their experience by providing feedback that is carefully 
considered by the committee to continually improve the Seminar.

The 2022 Seminar will be held at the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary from Sun-
day afternoon June 26, through Wednesday, June 29, 2022. Applications 
will be available on the DKG Florida website and will be accepted elec-
tronically or by regular mail (postmarked) until March 15, 2022. Short form 
applications will be available at the 2021 Fall Executive Board Meeting and 
at all district meetings in 2022.

At the 2021 Fall Executive Board Meeting, a Leadership breakout session 
will feature graduates from the Class of 2021 who will present a variety of 
leadership topics. Join us at this session to see what the Leadership Semi-
nar has to offer.



Schedule at a Glance
Florida DKG State Organization 

Fall Executive Board Meeting/Breakout Sessions

September 17 - 18, 2021
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Friday
 Registration       3:00 PM - 7:00 PM
 First Timers Meeting      5:30 PM - 6:00 PM
 Ticketed Dinner      6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
 FL DKG Educational Foundation Annual Meeting   7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
 “Friday Night Fling”      8:30 PM - 9:00 PM

Saturday
 Registration              7:15 AM -  8:00 AM
 Executive Board Meeting             8:00 AM  -  9:45 AM
 Workshop Session I            10:00 AM - 10:50 AM 
 Workshop Session II            11:00 AM - 11:50 AM
 Luncheon Included             12:00 PM -  2:00 PM 
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Florida DKG State Organization 
Fall Executive Board Meeting/Breakout Sessions

Registration Form
September 17 – 18, 2021

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary
Please print or type one name per form:

Name_______________________________________ Chapter___________________ District___________
Address_____________________________________ City______________________  Zip______________
Phone (         ) _______________________________ Email________________________________________
Please Check all that apply:     ________ Member        ____First Time Attending a State Meeting
______Current Chapter President/Designee      _____District Director    ____Past State President
_____  State Officer or Related Personnel______________________________________________________
_____  State Committee Chairman (Name of Committee) _________________________________________
_____  Special Dietary Needs (please indicate) _________________________________________________

Postmarked on or before September 1, 2021.    Make checks payable to:
Member Registration                ___$60.00       Delta Kappa Gamma
(includes materials and Saturday Lunch)                                                     
Friday night dinner for member  ___$12.00 (for your convenience)        Send to: Carolyn McGowan
Guest ONLY Friday night dinner ___$25.00                                            230 Overlook Drive                                   
Name: _____________________                                                               Clermont, Florida 34711-2428
Guest ONLY Saturday Luncheon___$30.00                                            Mmcdm1@aol.com
Name: _____________________                                                              (352) 223-7773
Late Registration Fee                   ___$40.00
Total Included                                     $______                                                
No refunds after September 8, 2021.

Check online for Convention Schedule/Agenda:  dkgmustateflorida.weebly.org or previous page
Please note: Unless you indicate below, your attendance at this meeting gives permission for your photo and 
contact information (if needed) to be used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication. 

_____ No, I do not want my photo or contact information used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary Group Reservation                    Directions from Turnpike
1501 International Parkway       Delta Kappa Gamma                   Take I-4 exit, Exit 259 Orlando/Tampa
Lake Mary, Florida 32746        September 17 -18, 2021              Merge onto I-4 E toward downtown Orlando
Phone: 407-995-1100 or 800-380-7724                                                Take Exit 101A (CR-46A exit, Sanford/Heathrow)
                                                                                                              Turn left onto H.E. Thomas Jr. Parkway CR-46 W 
  Rates: Single - $117.00  Double - $117.00                                         Turn left onto International Parkway
             Triple - $117.00   Quad -  $117.00                                           Turn left at 2nd driveway for Marriott
(Room rates do NOT include taxes and fees.)                                                       
                                                                                                              Directions from I-95     
                                                                                                              Take I-95 to exit 223 (Sanford/Mims)
Each reservation must be guaranteed with a first night’s                    Head west on Rt. 46
deposit or major credit card.                                                                 Turn left onto International Parkway                                                                                                                    
Please specify the group name (above) to receive your              Turn left onto Heathrow Center Lane
group rate.                                                                 Destination ahead
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Reservation cut-off date:  September 1, 2021                                      Directions from West on I-4
Any reservation after this date is subject to availability                        Take 429 (toll road) on west side of Disney Attractions
Refund Policy: Cancellations, no shows, or early departures             Stay on 429 until it dead ends into CR-46
without a 48-hour advance notice will result in forfeiture of one           Travel east toward Sanford/Daytona Beach
night's deposit or a charge of one night’s stay to a credit card.            Turn right onto International Parkway 
                                                                                                              After 3rd Stop Light, take second driveway.                                                                                                                 
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DKG International Conference
In Portland, Oregon

Three Florida members attended the International 
Conference held in Portland, Oregon, from July 7-10, 
2021. Florida State Former Past President and 
current Executive Secretary Carrie Frye, Florida 
State Past President Carol Ann Casey, and DKG's 
International Parliamentarian Helen Popovich. 
Each presented on their respective expertise at this 
conference.

Carrie Frye presented “Next Steps in Leadership: 
Application, Selection, Dispelling Myths.” Helen 
Popovich presented a Pre-Conference Event 
entitled “Roberts Rules Made Easy – Parliamentary 
Procedures Training," which was an all day training. 
In addition, she presented a breakout session enti-
tled “Amending Our Governing Documents – By You, 
For You.” 

Carol Ann Casey presented “DKG Fine Arts Gallery 
Wants to Spotlight You" at both the International Con-
ferences in both Portland, Oregon, and San Antonio, 
Texas.

DKG International Conference
In San Antonio, Texas
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Approved Amendments 
to the Florida State Bylaws

Nancy Marmesh, Bylaws Chair
nmarmesh@aol.com

ARTICLE VII, Boards 
Section A. State Executive Board

3. Meetings
   
 a. Meetings of the executive board shall be held at least once a year. 
     Special meetings (face-to-face or electronic) may be called 
     by the president within thirty (30) days notice.
     
     b. The Florida State Organization and all subordinate bodies governed by its bylaws may transact  
     business electronically so long as all members can hear each other simultaneously and actively      
     participate in the meetings. 
     
c.  Any requirements for a ballot vote shall be waived if the business to be transacted occurs at an      
    electronic meeting.
     
 

ARTICLE X, Activities
Section D. Awards

1. The Achievement Award

    a. The Sara B. Ferguson Florida State Organization Achievement Award is awarded each year     
    of the biennium and is presented at the state convention. This award is named in honor of Sara B.  
    Ferguson who was the first Florida State Organization president and chair of the first Florida State  
    Organization Achievement Award Committee.

    b. The Awards Committee shall  be responsible for the final selection of  the recipients.

2.  The Media Friend of Education Award     
      
     a. The Media Friend of Education Award is awarded biennially to any branch of the media, 
         be it newspaper or television, which has published outstanding articles regarding education   
         during the biennium.
  
      b.  Any member may nominate someone for the award.

      c.  The Awards Committee shall be responsible for the final selection of the recipients.

3. The Legislative Friend of Education Award

     a.  The Legislative Friend of Education Award is awarded biennially to a member of either the   
     state or national legislature who has sponsored legislation favorable to education.

     b.  Any member may nominate someone for the award.
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Parliamentary Moment:  
“Voting for Officers, Why is it So Confusing?”

Stephanie (Sam) King, PRP                                        
Parliamentarian, Florida State Organization

gammanuking@gmail.com

A great meeting takes more time to prepare than to present.  
S. King, PRP

At the time of nominations, if more than one person has been nominated for an office, then a ballot vote must 
be taken. If there is only one person nominated per office and your Chapter Rules do not state that all votes 
must be taken by ballot, then here are some easy steps to elect your officers.   

If the Chapter Rules reference an authority, i.e. Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, then the voting 
rules would be, RONR (12th ed.) 46:40-41:

“"If only one person is nominated and the bylaws do not require that a ballot vote be taken, the chair, after 
ensuring that, in fact, no members present wish to make further nominations, simply declares that the nominee 
is elected, thus effecting the election by unanimous consent or 'acclamation.' The motion to close nominations 
cannot be used as a means of moving the election of the candidate in such a case. The assembly cannot 
make valid a viva-voce election if the bylaws require the election to be by ballot.”  

If the Chapter Rules do not reference an authority, then the vote follows the DKG FL State Bylaws, which state 
under: ARTICLE VI, OFFICERS AND RELATED PERSONNEL, Section E, Nominations and Elections.

 “5. Election shall be by ballot, and a majority of votes cast elects. If there is but one nominee for an  
 office, the election may be by voice vote.”

Example 1
President: Since there is only one nominee for each office, the DKG FL State Bylaws (or the 
  Chapter Rules) permit election by voice vote. All of those in favor of electing Alice   
  Brown president, Barb Jones vice-president, Carla Davis 2nd vice-president, and Doris  
  Smith recording secretary, say "Aye.”
  
  Or answer the poll question electronically (if voting electronically).

  Those opposed, say “No."

  Please close and post the electronic poll.

  The ayes have it and Alice Brown is elected president, Barb Jones is elected vice-
  president, Carla Davis is elected 2nd vice-president, and Doris Smith is elected 
  recording secretary. Congratulations!

  OR

Example 2
President: Since there is only one nominee for each office, the DKG FL State Bylaws (or the      
  Chapter Rules) permit election by voice vote, and if there is no objection, the 
  individuals nominated for each office will be elected by acclamation [Pause]. The 
  president declares the following officers elected by acclamation: Alice Brown is 
  elected president, Barb Jones is elected vice-president, Carla Davis is elected 2nd 
  vice-president, and Doris Smith is elected recording secretary.  Congratulations!
 

Protect the rights of all members including: 
the majority, the minority, individuals, absentee, and of the entire organization.
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2 DKG 
Educational Foundation

Applications Now Available

Carol Ann Casey
Board of Directors

caseyca.dkg@gmail.com 

The directors of the Florida DKG Educational Foundation are 
pleased to announce that applications for the Educational Grant 
and the Professional Development Award are now available to 
download from the Florida DKG Educational Foundation website.

Educational Grant

The Educational Grant is available and may be used by employed 
or retired Florida educators to cover the costs associated with, but 
not limited to the following examples: classroom activities, proj-
ects, materials, supplies, field trips, speakers, follow up activities to 
support previous professional development, limited equipment to 
support classroom activities and/or other activities. This grant is to 
promote educational excellence for Florida students. The maximum 
amount for the grant is $1,000. Funding is available for activities 
that occur between April 1, 2022, and March 31, 2023.

Professional Development Award

The Professional Development Award funds participation by em-
ployed Florida educators in professional development activities 
sponsored by organizations or institutions other than The Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society International. This includes presentations/
attendance at conferences that will contribute significantly to the 
educator’s own professional development. The award may pay for 
registration fees and conference-related materials, travel, lodging, 
substitute teacher (if not provided by the district), and other ex-
penses necessary for the participation in the professional devel-
opment activities. The maximum amount for this award is $1,500. 
These activities shall take place between April 1, 2022, and March 
31, 2023.

For more information or to apply, please login to the Florida DKG 
Educational Foundation website at http://www.FLDKGEF.org. 
Applications are now available and are due February 1, 2022.

Plan on attending the FL DKG 
Educational Foundation Annual 
Meeting on Friday evening, Sep-
tember 17th, and our breakout 
session on Saturday, September 
18th, to learn more about the FL 
DKG Educational Foundation, our 
educational grant, and professional 
development award. Meet some of 
our 2020 and 2021 recipients and 
hear their stories.

Personnel Committee

Dr. Nancy Henning, Chair
nanhendkg@yahoo.com

For the 2021-2023 Biennium, Imme-
diate Past Florida State President 
Dr. Nancy Henning will be serving as 
Chair of the Florida State Organization's 
Personnel Committee. Florida State 
President Roxanne Berger, and Past 
President Carol Ann Casey will serve 
as committee members.

As chair of this committee, I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Carol 
Ann Casey for the outstanding job she 
performed last biennium as chair of 
this committee. Her chairmanship also 
included updating the Personnel Manual 
that we use in Florida. A big “Bravo!” 
to Carol Ann for the completion of this 
task!

During this biennium, this committee 
will support our Executive Secretary 
Carrie Frye, Treasurer Beverly Stagg, 
Editor Bonnie Kelley, and Webmaster 
Missy Jones. I know we all appreciate 
the job they do for us. You can help the 
committee by letting these ladies know 
how much they are appreciated with 
spoken words, cards, or other means of 
communicating your thanks.

If you have questions, please contact 
me or another member of the Personnel 
Committee.
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District II Meeting:

"DKG Linking Globally"
February 5, 2022

Mandarin Presbyterian Church

 

Kathy Raiford, katie.raiford@stjohns.k12.fl.us
 & Terrye Mosley, temo8@outlook.com

District II Co-Directors

Committee members are busily planning activities that 
will excite and delight you at their District 2 Meeting, 
February 5, 2022, at Mandarin Presbyterian Church in 
Mandarin- a suburb of Jacksonville.

In keeping with our theme, “DKG, Linking Globally”, the 
Workday Committee brainstormed and strategized ways 
to bring our ideas to fruition. Hostess Linda Zeiler gave 
us food for thought serving up delicious desserts, coffee, 
and tea. It must have worked because we couldn’t stop 
thinking about it. Seriously, we gave careful consider-
ation to having a theme with a global focus. Remember 
it was the vision of Founder Dr. Annie Webb Blanton, 
along with the other founding members, and remains the 
vision of DKG today!  We were further affirmed by Dr. 
Helen Popovich’s article, “Growing Up in DKG.” She 
was the DKG Society International's 2020 International 
Achievement Award Winner!  

We hope that you will join the” Parade of Nations" and 
don a costume of your chosen country. There will be a 
costume contest, and you will want to represent your 
country well, so dress to impress! District 2 Ambas-
sadresses will have passports, tickets, and itineraries 
prepared for you at our Fall Conference. There will be 
lots of surprises in store for you. Make your reservation 
today. You won't want to miss this worldwide tour!

District I Meeting:

"Let's RENEW in 22!"
January 22, 2022

Port St. Joe Elementary School

Ann Comforter
District I Director

anncomforter@gmail.com

From the beautiful and historic city of Port St. Joe 
in the forgotten coast, we want to personally invite 
you to attend our District I Meeting on January 22, 
2022. The meeting will be held at Port St. Joe Ele-
mentary School in Port St. Joe, Florida 32456. 

Our Theme is "Let’s R E N E W in 22!" Our meeting 
will focus on a new beginning and reset after the 
challenges our chapters faced during the pandemic 
of 2020-2021. The day has been planned to offer 
a variety of Society presentations that will help us 
rediscover our heritage and renew our energy in 
our organization.



District IV Meeting:
"Dreaming Big and Reaching For Stars"

April 2, 2022
First United Methodist, Wesley Center

Diane Revels, District IV Director
dcrevels1@gmail.com

Attaining knowledge is the key.
Wouldn’t you all agree?

Learning, food, and camaraderie
District IV meeting can guarantee!

April 2, 2022
Reserve this date.
District IV Meeting
And don’t be late.

FUMC Wesley Center 
In Clermont you’ll be.
All DKG sisters invited

And we should be done by three!

Registration begins after the holidays.
Lots of surprises to find.

Fun while we work
And stimulating the mind.
Chapters laughing often.

Dreaming Big and 
Reaching For the Stars
And that’s the theme!

Don‘t forget to come early
Friday, April 1st (NO, April Fools!).

Come to scenic Minneola
And swim in a pool.

Here are the preliminary details.
Mark your calendars and save the date.

For our District IV Meeting
DKG Florida State!

Where: FUMC Wesley Center 
950 7th St, Clermont, Florida 34711
Registration opens January 3, 2022. 

District III Meeting:

"Creating a Great DKG!"
March 5, 2022

Pinellas Technical College, Clearwater

Karol Gotte, District III Director
gotteya@aol.com

Planning has begun for the District III meeting to 
be held on Saturday, March 5, 2022. Members 
from various chapters in District III met via Zoom 
on Thursday, July 15, 2021, to begin preparations.  
Great ideas were presented and there were lots of 
volunteers!  

Any members from District III who attend the Fall 
Executive Board Meeting in September at Lake Mary 
are invited to meet with District III Director Karol 
Gotte, get updates, and find out more about how 
they can assist in “Creating a Great DKG!”
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DISTRICT VI MEETING:
"Honoring Our DKG AllStars"

March 19, 2022
Carlisle Inn in Sarasota, FL

Joann T. Higgins, District VI Director
gammanuhiggins@yahoo.com 

Mark your calendars for the District VI Meeting on 
March 19, 2022! We welcome all our DKG Sisters to 
join us in “HONORING OUR DKG ALLSTARS.” We 
want to celebrate our members and give them amaz-
ing workshops to renew their spirit and advance their 
personal and professional growth in education..

We are coming out of a trying year dealing with 
COVID related issues that have dramatically affect-
ed our entire country. Many chapters have not been 
able to meet in person due to fears of contracting the 
virus. In District VI,chapters made it through this pe-
riod by accommodating their members using Zoom, 
outdoor meetings, a blend of virtual and in-person 
opportunities, and supporting those who are reluctant 
to meet. 

We want to support members who have been com-
mitted to DKG and offer them a way back by reinstat-
ing them this fall. We must reach out to those who 
were members a year ago, but now have stepped 
back. Welcome them back with a summer social 
and offer rides to your chapter meetings and the Fall 
Workshop.

Chapter presidents are invited to attend the Fall 
Executive Board Meeting on September 17-18, at the 
Lake Mary Marriott and participate in the Presidents' 
Workshop. We will preview the coming months in 
preparation for the District VI Meeting and chapter 
responsibilities. Members, volunteer to present an 
exciting workshop for the District Meeting.

District V Meeting:

"Onward and Upward!"
February 26, 2022

First Baptist Church of Ft. Lauderdale

Debbie Sack, District V Director
debsack@aol.com

District V encompasses Miami Dade, Broward, and 
Palm Beach counties. I am proud of how well our 
chapters have done during this difficult time. Five of 
our 11 chapters maintained or increased their mem-
bership during this past year. Different chapters have 
taken different approaches to getting their members 
together and handling chapter business. Most met 
virtually, but several had outdoor meetings.

The big news here is that we've finally confirmed the 
details of our District Meeting for this biennium. We 
will be meeting on Saturday, February 26, 2022, at 
the First Baptist Church of Ft. Lauderdale located 
at 301 E. Broward Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301. 
This should be a wonderful meeting and we hope to 
see many of you there! Our theme is "Onward and 
Upward!"

Hopefully, you will be able to attend the Florida State 
Organization's Fall Executive Board Meeting held on 
September 17-18, 2021. Hope to see you there!



shared our answers with each other. After the break-
out sessions we were brought together as a whole 
group and mingled with each other. Everyone who 
attended enjoyed this social!

Our annual “Grant in Aid Scholarship” was awarded 
to Ashley Ellixson, who earned her AA degree from 
Lake Sumter College in May 2021, and will pursue 
her Early Childhood Education degree at the Univer-
sity of Central Florida beginning in the fall. Congrat-
ulations, Ashley!  Jennifer Lykins was awarded our 
“Chapter Scholarship”. She is enrolled at National 
Louis University and is pursuing her Ed.S degree in 
Educational Leadership. Congratulations, Jennifer!
 

Gamma Delta’s “Splash into Summer Pool Party” 
was held on Saturday, May 22nd, at Diane Revels’ 
home with 24 members attending. Our own Tracy 
Wood, aka “Grill Master,” grilled hamburgers and hot 
dogs. All the fixins for the hamburgers and hot dogs 
were available. We feasted on macaroni salad, cole 
slaw, potato salad, macaroni and cheese, relish 
trays, cheese trays, deviled eggs, and an awesome 
assortment of desserts. No one should have left 
hungry! A fun time was had by all! As a matter of fact, 
our 2nd annual Gamma Delta’s “Splash into Summer 
Pool Party” is scheduled to be held on Saturday, May 
21, 2022. 

The executive board met in July and made plans for 
interesting meetings and socials for the 2021-2022 
year. Look for our next article in the winter issue of 
the Florida Rays.
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Sharing COVID-19 Experiences
Beta Lambda Chapter

Beta Lambda Chapter's latest Golden Girl, Donna 
Sue Gore, is presented her 50th Year Membership 
Certificate by Beta Lambda President Elise Spen-
cer during the Chapter's summer luncheon social. 

Beta Nu Chapter

On Friday, July 30, 2021, Beta Nu Chapter in District 
IV organized and provided a “Brown Bag” lunch for 
all of the new teachers in Okeechobee County on 
their first day of work. Due to the COVID, all items 
were individually wrapped and from a store. Each 
teacher also received a ream of paper which had 
taped to the front information about the Society, as 
well as about our chapter. 

Included is a picture of chapter members who 
helped at the luncheon. From left to right, they are 
Leah Suarez, Lonnie Kirsch, Linda Vaughn, and 
Judith Mix.

Gamma Delta Chapter

Our first ever “Snack and Yack” social was a suc-
cess! Approximately 12 members attended. We were 
divided into breakout sessions, given questions and 
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Planting, Watering and Growing our Society!
Gerry Hacker

Florida DKG State Organization President, 2015-2017

Gerry Hacker is described by those who know her best as a kind, gentle, 
humble, loving, and reserved leader. She began her service at the state organi-
zation level in 1999-2001 as the music representative. Prior to becoming state 
organization president in 2015, she also served as Beta Iota Chapter President, 
and at the state level, as District III Director, Recording Secretary, Second and 
then First Vice President. 

Gerry served numerous times as pianist and played the steel drums at region-
al conferences and international conventions. She was usually seen with her supportive husband, Jim, who 
became ill during her biennium, and subsequently passed in February 2021.

Serving as state officers or related personnel with Gerry during the 
2015-2017 biennium were Carol Ann Casey, Dr. Nancy Henning, 
Roxanne Berger, Jan Stevens, Bevery Stagg, Fay Murphy, 
Bonnie Kelley, Judith Mix, and Missy Jones. 

State organization committee chairs included Barbara Van Diepen, 
Beatrice Warren Wilbur, Debra Graff, Yvonne McShay, Myra 
Ponder, Dr. Elsie Gross, Dr. Carleen Spano, Ann Blosfield, Lou 
Burns, Merle Jones, Beverly Kelley, and Myrna Santos.

At the Executive Board meeting in 2015, there were 195 members 
present and the board approved the transfer of funds from the sale of 
the headquarters building to the Florida DKG Educational Foundation. Two hundred eighty-six (286) members 
attended the Executive Board Meeting in 2016 and heard International President Dr. Lyn Schmid speak. 
At the 2016 International Convention in Nashville, Tennessee, Connie Besco received Florida’s “Star of the 
Southeast.”

The 46th state convention for Florida was held in 2017 with 225 members in attendance. At this conven-
tion Carrie Frye was employed as Executive Secretary filling the position vacated by Judith Mix, the state 
organization’s first Executive Secretary. Carrie also received the 2016 Sara B. Ferguson Mu State Achieve-
ment Award and Peggy Dubose, the 2017 award. Hall of Fame inductees included Joanne Hogan, Jeanne 
Jones, Missy Jones, Jan Stevens, and Marilyn Terry.

Congratulations, Gerry, on being selected a recipient of the Sara B. Ferguson Achievement Award at the 2021 
Florida DKG State Organization Convention! Thank you for your years of leadership in our state organization. 
While sisterhood, for some, connotes a sorority type membership, during your biennium it became a reality. 
State officers, related personnel, and other members reached out and assisted each other as a true DKG 
family.
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Featured Artist from Florida's Betty 
Thornton Arts & Crafts Gallery:

Sharon 
Krutulis

Beta 
Zeta

Chapter 

Sharon Krutulis joined DKG about 8 years ago. 
She is Chapter President of Beta Zeta and the 
mother of 3 adult children. “I can’t remember a time 
when I didn’t enjoy crafts,” said Sharon. Her mother 
was not a great sewer, but she had a sewing ma-
chine and made Sharon a few dresses when Sha-
ron was young. In high school, Sharon took Home 
Economics, including a semester of machine sewing. 

Later, Sharon made clothes and costumes for her 
small children. As a member of the Historical Re-
naissance Society, she created period garb. When 
her children grew up, she joined Ocean Waves Quilt 
Guild, attended a lot of different workshops, and 
made a lot of UFO’s- "UnFinished Objects." Since 
retiring, she has time to actually make and complete 
quilt projects.

Hopes & Fears: 
Learning Academically 

in a COVID-19 Environment 
   

by Glenda D. Moton
Curriculum Support Specialist

Office of Professional Development and 
Evaluation

gmoton@dadeschools.net 

On June 8, 2021, Glen-
da Moton, a Pi Chapter 
member, and her class 
were on the front page 
of the Miami Herald 
with an article about a 
book they self-published. 
Ninth grade students in 
her Honors English class 
at North Miami Senior 
High became published 
authors when the class 
published a book entitled 
Hopes & Fears: Learn-
ing Academically in a COVID-19 Environment. 

This 79 page book provides an invigorating, thought-
provoking experience by expressing raw emotions 
and real-life experiences from teenagers' perspec-
tives. Students share their pandemic hopes and fears 
in this new book which debuted in the Miami Herald 
newspaper. The book is available on Amazon in both 
Kindle and print format.



Letting Go
by Terrye Mosley, Copyright 1994

You’re the elusive butterfly
I’ve tried so desperately to capture
Only stopping long enough to tease
Flittering, fluttering, flirting
Moving from flower
You sucked its nectar and moved on~

I’d tiptoe ever so lightly
To sneak up on you
Hoping to catch you off guard,
Feigning compliance, you stood motionlessly!

Quickly, I reached out to snatch you up
From your floral pedestal,
But you were gone!
Leaving me clutching
Only the traces of hues
From the pallet of Craypas residue.

I watched you in all your
Beauty and majesty
As you floated and glided by
I was dazzled; I was mesmerized.
With puppy dog tenacity, I pursued my prize.

One day to my utter surprise,                                                      
I caught you with your antennae down                                      
Perched upon a single leaf.                                                           
In one swell swoop                                                                         
I snatched you up!                                            
I had finally caught                                                                       
The prize so unrelentingly sought.                                             

With my treasure cupped in hand
I thought, “At long last, it’s finally mine”.
With the innocence of a child,
I gingerly placed you in a glass jar
Feeling that I could contain you there
With tiny holes for air, the warmth of the sun
And my love to sustain you.
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But you were so helpless
Imprisoned behind a glass wall.
I realized I could not hold you in captivity
For the thing I admired most I had taken away!

So, I release you back to nature
For the world to admire.
For you have long distances to travel
And many flowers to bring to fruition
On your journey’s migration.

Terrye Mosley began her formal education in Polk 
County Public Schools. Upon graduating from Union 
Academy High School in 1964, Terry attended Florida 
A&M University where she attained a B.S. in Elemen-
tary Education in March of 1968. Additional studies 
were done at Florida Southern, Georgia State Univer-
sity, and the University of North Florida.

Her teaching career began in Polk County, and aside 
from two years of teaching in Dekalb County, Georgia, 
the remainder of her career was 
spent in Duval County. Terrye 
primarily taught Language Arts 
during her 43- year career, but 
she also worked as a Chapter1 
Reading teacher at Hendrick El-
ementary and a remedial reading 
teacher at FCCJ Jr. College. It 
was at Neptune Beach Elemen-
tary where she had a light bulb 
moment. Upon giving her fifth-
grade pupils an assignment to 
write a poem, it suddenly dawned 
on her that she was requiring of 
her students something she had 
not done. In that moment, she 
decided to practice what she preached, and the rest is 
POETRY!

During her years of teaching at Alimacani Elementary, 
she was intentional about integrating poetry into her 
instructional curriculum. At Alimacani Elementary, she 
sponsored a newspaper club, poetry club, and en-
tered her students’ writings in poetry contests. It was 
there that she was also recognized by her peers as 
Teacher of the Year in 2003. Terrye Mosley spends 
time serving in her church and publishing poetry in the 
church newspaper.

As a proud member of DKG, she served as Chapter 
President of Alpha Beta for two consecutive terms. 
She attended many state conferences, district meet-
ings, the Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar, and 
“The Rally in Tally” virtually this year. Currently, Terrye 



Ann Warren Girardin
Delta Chapter

District II
June 14, 2021
Gainesville, FL

Ann Girardin passed away 
peacefully on June 14, 2021, 
surrounded by her family. She was 
born on July 6, 1931, in Miami, 
Florida, and grew up in Jackson-
ville.

She attended Bartram School for 
Girls, Mount Holyoke College, and 
graduated from the University of 
Florida in 1985. She obtained a 
master's degree in Elementary 
Education and taught in the Levy 
County school system for twen-
ty-three years.

In 1970, Ann moved to Gaines-
ville. On April 1, 1984, she was 
initiated into the Delta Chapter of 
DKG. She was an active member 
until her recent illness. Ann loved 
the opera, books, animals, gar-
dening and her family.

She was buried at Prairie Creek 
Conservation Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, Ann requested donations 
be made in her name to the Amer-
ican Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, as our pets 
give us unconditional love and 
enrich our lives. Visit her memorial 
page at www.williamsthomasfuner-
alhome.com.
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Dr. Bertina Juran Cruce
Alpha Beta Chapter

District II
June 1, 2021

Jacksonville, FL

As a result of a tragic accident 
in Belize, Bertina Cruce passed 
away on June 1, 2021, at the age 
of 73. Bertina and her husband 
had planned to move there soon.

Born on March 21, 1948, Bertina 
was a joyful and faithful member 
of Alpha Beta Chapter. She was 
inducted in May of 2016, and en-
joyed supporting the organization 
and participating in chapter and 
district activities. 

Bertina's 22 year career with Delta 
Airlines afforded her many oppor-
tunities to travel throughout the 
world. Her experiences at Delta 
enriched the lives of those she en-
countered in the academic settings 
as she shared her wisdom with 
students and adults. She spent 
the rest of her career in education 
serving as an administrator and 
college professor.

Mosley serves with Kathy Raiford 
as Co-Directors of District II.

Terrye is deeply appreciative of the 
opportunities that DKG provides to 
publish and share her poetry; more-
over, she is most appreciative of 
the opportunity to grow and develop 
lasting sisterly relationships.

Presentation of Awards 
following 2021 FL 

Spring Convention 

FL State Or-
ganization 
Executive 
Secretary, 
Carrie Frye, 
presented to 
Represen-
tative Anna 
Eskamani 
the trophy for 
being chosen 
the 2021 FL DKG Legislative Friend 
of Education Award. Represen-
tive Eskamani works tirelessly for 
public education platforms and 
particularly for families in need. She 
fights for the rights of women and 

children.Members of Pi Chapter 
were honored to present the Sarah 
B. Ferguson Achievement Award 
to FL DKG Organization Past 
President, Gerry Hacker. They are 
Marla Cannon, Carol Ann Casey, 
and Barbara VanDiepen.They had 
an enjoyable time visiting with Gerry 
at her new home at Palace at Ken-
dall Nursing & Rehab in south Dade 
County, and eatng lunch with her. 



from FSU was meeting James 
E. "Jim" Moore through student 
body government. They married 
in 1955. Recently, Barbara was 
predeceased by her husband of 
65 years.

Barbara was active in several 
youth organizations, serving as 
Girl Scout, Boy Scout and Ex-
plorer leaders where she became 
affectionately known as "Mama 
Moore." Barbara served as Coun-
cil Executive Board member and 
President for the Northwest Flor-
ida Girl Scout Council. She was 
also on the Executive Board for 
the Boy Scout Gulf Coast Council 
for several years.

Barbara was a teacher and substi-
tute teacher for schools in Escam-
bia Farms and Crestview. In May 
of 1981, she became an honorary 
member of DKG's Eta Chapter. 

To continue her support of the ed-
ucation of young people, Barbara 
served on the Okaloosa County 
School Board from 1976 to 1988.
She served as President of Florida 
School Boards Association. She 
presented at an education con-
gressional committee meeting in 
Washington, D.C., on the impact 
of government regulations on local 
schools.

Based upon their support of 
the youth Scouting movement 
in Crestview, Barbara and Jim 
shared the 1979 Youth Leaders of 
the Year Award from the Crestview 
Area Chamber of Commerce. She 
received numerous Boy Scout 
recognitions such as the District 
Award of Merit and the prestigious 
Silver Beaver Award, the highest 
award for adult scouting at the 
council level. She was active in 
the Crestview Chamber of Com-
merce and previously served as a 
United Way Chairman.

Barbara was a member of First 
Presbyterian Church of Crestview, 
serving in the past as a Sunday 
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With Bayada Home Health Care's 
loving care, Merrick was able 
to remain in her home until she 
passed away on April 25, 2021.
Her funeral service took place 
at Hyde Park Methodist Church, 
where she was the third of six ge-
rerations to attend. The interment 
followed at Myrtle Hill Cemetery. 
Consider making a donation to 
Hyde Park Methodist Church.

 Barbara H. Moore
Eta Chapter

District I
January 31, 2021

Crestview, FL

Barbara Moore, 84, passed away 
in Crestview, Florida, on Janu-
ary 31, 2021. She was born on 
February 6, 1936, in Jacksonville, 
Florida. She spent her formative 
years in Jacksonville, Pensacola, 
and Quincy, Florida. 

She was a graduate of Leon High 
School in Tallahassee. As a clar-
inetist in the Marching Redcoats, 
highlights included performances 
at the Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade and a Florida Guberna-
torial Inauguration Parade. She 
retained many lifelong friends from 
Leon High and traveled to many 
annual reunions. 

Barbara graduated from Florida 
State University with a degree in 
Early Childhood and Elementa-
ry Education. Her best memory 

Dr. Merrick 
Dowdell "McIntosh" Pitts

Kappa Chapter
District III

April 25, 2021
Tampa, FL

Merrick Dowdell McIntosh Pitts 
was born on June 16, 1923, in 
McIntosh County, Georgia. 

Merrick was a descendant of 
Donald Bain McIntosh, an early 
Scottish settler of McIntosh Coun-
ty. Her family came to the Tampa 
area just after 1900 settling in 
Hillsborough and Manatee Coun-
ties. Her great grandfather built 
sections of the first railroad into 
Tampa and beyond to the south. 
Family members owned and 
developed Wimauma, which is 
named after her grandmother and 
her sisters. 

She attended Valdosta State and 
later received her Master’s degree 
from Appalachian State University.
Merrick served as a Hillsborough 
County School Social Worker for 
30 years and retired as a Coor-
dinator. Members of Merrick’s 
family were prominent educators 
in Hillsborough County Schools for 
many years. 

Merrick joined DKG on May 16, 
1964, so she was a member of 
Kappa Chapter for almost 57 
years.



tors who taught at the school. 

In 1969, Joyce moved from Bre-
vard County with her husband, 
Clyde E. Stevens, to Lake County 
where he was appointed Super-
intedent of Lake County Schools. 
Joyce began teaching first grade 
at Beverly Shores Elementary 
School and continued there until 
her retirement.  

Joyce’s active participation in the 
World Fellowship Committee led to 
her hosting, along with her daugh-
ter, Terri, who is also a member, 
the Gamma Delta Christmas Party 
for 35 years. Her beautifully dec-
orated home along with a special 
ornament keepsake were high-
lights for Gamma Delta members 
as they enjoyed the fellowship and 
grace of her elegance and gra-
cious gestures. Due to the COVID 
epidemic, they weren’t able to host 
our 2020 party.  

A Gamma Delta Joyce Stevens 
Memorial Scholarship has been 
established by her daughter in 
her memory. For further informa-
tion, contact Karen Metalonis, 
Gamma Delta Treasurer, at 
kmet89659@aol.com. 

Joyce has left both a personal and 
professional legacy to her fami-
ly, friends, and colleagues. She 
delighted in the simple pleasures 
of life teaching valuable lessons 
to each of us. The following quote 
sums up her impact on others: 

"A teacher plants 
the seeds of knowledge, 

sprinkles them with love, and pa-
tiently nurtures their growth 

to produce tomorrow's dreams." 
– Author Unknown. 
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Dr. Mary Ann Whitaker
Beta Chapter

District IV
April 3, 2021

Ormond Beach, FL

Mary  Ann Whitaker of Daytona 
Beach, Florida, passed away on 
April 3, 2021. She was born on 
July 8, 1938. 

Mary Ann taught at Mainland 
High School in Daytona Beach. 
On April 1, 1969, Mary Ann was 
inducted into Alpha Mu Chapter 
of DKG where she was an active 
member. Alpha Mu later combined 
with Beta Chapter where she 
remained an active and treasured 
member until her death. 

Later in life, she became an agent 
for the Internal Revenue Service 
where she worked until retirement. 

She was also a life member of the 
Palmetto Club. A Memorial Service 
was held on April 18, 2021, at the 
First Christian Church in Daytona 
Beach.

School teacher and a Vacation 
Bible School leader.

Her wish was that everywhere 
she went she left people a little bit 
happier and with a smile on their 
face and in their heart. Friends 
are invited to place sympathies at 
brackneyfuneralservice.com. 

Dr Joyce D. Stevens
Gamma Delta Chapter

District IV
June 5, 2021
Tavares, FL

DKG and Gamma Delta Chap-
ter lost a beloved member of 39 
years on June 5, 2021, at the 
age of 92. Joyce Stevens was 
born on February 16, 1929. Joyce 
is remembered for her love of 
family, friends, education, and her 
meaningful contributions to Gam-
ma Delta Chapter since June 1, 
1982. She has left an enduring 
legacy of service to education.

Joyce graduated from Stetson 
University with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Education and Physi-
cal Education. She received her 
Master’s Degree from Rollins 
College. She began her teaching 
career through the establishment 
of Bellefonte Kindergarten next 
door to the elementary school. Her 
students were children of educa-



Information Sources 

DKG Florida Website
www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

DKG Florida 
on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/
DKG-Florida-State-Organiza-

tion-128818413969052/

DKG Florida on Twitter
@DKGMuState FL 

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation Website

www.fldkgef.org

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Facebook
www.facebook.com/FLDKGEF

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Twitter

@FLDKGEF

Florida Rays
 

Members are encouraged 
to email information to 
be used in the Florida 

Rays to Bonnie Kelley at 
MuStateEditor@gmail.com

    December 1.....Winter
    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1.............Summer           
    August 1...............Fall

Florida State Organization's 
Fall Executive Board Meeting & Workshops

September 17-18, 2021
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Florida State Organization's
District Meetings

District I January 22, 2022 Port St. Joe Elementary
District II February 5, 2022 Mandarin Presbyterian   
     Church, Jacksonville
District III March 5, 2022  Pinellas Technical College
     Clearwater
District IV April 2, 2022  First United Methodist   
     Church, Clermont
District V February 26, 2022 First Baptist Church of Fort
     Lauderdale
District VI March 19, 2022 Carlisle Inn, Sarasota

DKG International Convention
July 12 -16, 2022

Sheraton New Orleans, Louisiana

Florida State Organization's 
Fall Executive Board Meeting & Workshops

September 23-24, 2022
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Florida State Organization's 
Florida State Spring Convention

April 28-30, 2023
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

DKG International Convention 
Summer of 2024

 Gaylord National, D.C. Area 
National Harbor, Maryland

DKG International Convention 
Summer of 2026
Gaylord Rockies
Aurora, Colorado
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