
Florida DKG International Society
State Legislative Committee

Nancy Bentz, Chair
nbenteach@protonmail.com

After several meetings, the state legislative committee devel-
oped, researched, and compiled our positions for the 2021 leg-
islative session. Our virtual Rally in Tally was held on Tuesday, 
January 26, 2021. This was our 6th annual rally. Since the 2015 
year, the legislative committee has established a presence with 
our legislators in Tallahassee. Thanks to the participation of over 
200 members over the years! 

Fifty DKG members and 16 members from the Florida Retired 
Educators Association registered for this virtual meeting. Culti-
vating partnerships with other organizations is one of our goals, 
so we reached out to a number of groups that also participated 
in this year’s rally, including American Association of University 
Women, League of Women Voters, League of Conservation 
Voters, and Faith in Public Life. In the interest of nonpartisan 
cooperation, the committee members worked diligently to 
invite the members of all education committees in the House 
of Representatives and Senate regardless of party affiliation. 
Our nonpartisan stance was evidenced by our daylong sched-
ule which included six (6) Democrats and six (6) Republican 
legislators as well as a speaker from Fund Education NOW, 
Kathleen Oropeza

Taking into account the issues voiced by our members and colleagues, we prioritized six concerns for this 
year’s advocacy work.  The issues and positions are: 

 •  Increase funding for mental health services for students and educators (K-12).
 •  Provide funding for pandemic preparedness for school safety including resources.
 •  Consider teacher recruitment plans.
 •  Remove disincentives, or extend deadlines, for attaining ESOL and ESE certifications as well 
    as Reading Endorsement for NEWLY hired second career teachers.
 •  Adjust expectations of high stakes testing for this pandemic year and re-exam the usefulness 
    of standardized tests.
 •  Provide accountability and transparency in charter schools and private schools receiving 
    taxpayer monies.

Legislators were given opportunities to engage with the participants and present their bills and points of 
interest. The chat allowed participants to engage in the conversation.

The effectiveness of the virtual legislative day was well received and highly complimented by participants.  
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2019 - 2021
Florida State Officers

President 
Dr. Nancy Henning

nanhendkg@yahoo.com

First Vice-President
Roxanne Berger

roxanne.berger45@gmail.com

Second Vice-President 
Terry Stanilonis

tlstan@bellsouth.net

Recording Secretary
Nancy Marmesh

nmarmesh@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary
Pat Eckstein

pateckstein@yahoo.com

Parliamentarian
Stephanie McCartney-King 

“Sam”
gammanuking@gmail.com

Immediate Past 
State President

Carol Ann Casey
caseyca.dkg@gmail.com Spotlight On 

Gamma Nu Leader in Education Award:
Terri Whitacre – Gamma Nu 2021 Leader in Education

Every year the Gamma Nu Chapter choos-
es an educator in Charlotte County who 
has shown exemplary leadership to receive 
the Gamma Leader in Education Award. 
This is someone who has had responsibili-
ty for the allocation and management of fi-
nances, staff, and services. Terri Whitacre 
is the recipient for 2021.  

Terri has been with Charlotte County 
Schools for more than 30 years. She has been a Home Economics 
teacher, an Occupational Specialist, and is now the Director of Food 
and Nutrition Services for Charlotte County Public Schools. Terri man-
ages 200 food service employees and a $9,000,000 budget for Char-
lotte County Schools. By managing 20 school kitchens, she makes 
sure all students in Charlotte County get nutritious meals throughout 
the entire year. Typically, this is 11,000 lunches and 5,300 breakfasts a 
year. During the summer months, the Champs School Bus visits three 
sites daily. Terri and her team work to make sure that Charlotte County 
students have the proper nutrition to fuel learning everyday.

Companion to Nancy Bentz's Article 
on Annual Legislative Virtual “Rally in Tally”

DKG's Florida State Organization received the following message from 
the FL Retired Educators Association's District 9 Representative, 
Felicia Bruce, who shared it with hundreds of her Florida contacts:

"Today I attended one of the most valuable legislative meetings in my 
ten years in Florida! It was sponsored by the Florida members of an 
organization called DELTA KAPPA GAMMA International. There are 
many active and retired educators among the membership.They are a 
non-partisan organization.

They have a legislative team that is FABULOUS!

They started at 8:30 this morning, gave a brief introduction for new-
comers and then continuously scheduled more than a dozen Tally 
lawmakers who responded to their initial invitation. It started with them 
telling newcomers what the state’s top six legislative priorities were. As 
each lawmaker entered the Zoom meeting, the moderator asked if the 
lawmaker had had time to review their priorities...depending on the re-
sponse, the moderator then went into a brief overview of the priorities or 
asked the lawmaker to take a position on one or more of the priorities.

 
From beginning to end it was professional, thorough, and fascinating. 
Attendees were given links to the House or Senate bill tracker relevant 
to the issue the lawmaker was addressing. 

I cannot emphasize how valuable this experience was even though I 
have traveled to Tally many times in the past decade. I LEARNED A 
LOT. Stay well and safe."   
   Felicia Bruce, FREA District 9 Representa-



Florida DKG State President’s Message
Dr. Nancy Henning, President, 2019-2021

Florida State Organization of the DKG Society International

Greetings Florida DKG, 

Here we are, waiting for Spring to spring forth. What a bumpy win-
ter we have had, and in many locations, still are having. While we 

have enjoyed our warm homes, hot beverages of choice, and the same company we have had for the 
past nine months...I know we all are looking forward to the COVID 19 immunizations to do their 
thing and allow us to once again be around and about.

A big shout out to Nancy Bentz and her Legislative Committee for a fabulous Zoom Rally in 
Tally. Twelve Legislators joined the call along with 60+ DKG members, family members, and 
friends. A great conversation was had, and we were able to hear the many voices of our govern-
ment with both Republican and Democrat views being shared.

I bring to you what I believe to be good news for Florida DKG members. A meeting was held Feb-
ruary 1st, and it was decided to hold our Spring Convention in a hybrid mode. We will have an 
in house meeting for those that are comfortable to be with us in person, but also offer the ability 
to Zoom the meetings and Breakout Sessions from your home. The schedule for our meeting will 
be abbreviated from what we are used to having because of restrictions and precautions that are in 
effect. Our convention will be April 30th though May 1st, Friday night and Saturday, through 
lunchtime. The schedule and registration form can be found in this Rays edition and also on our 
Website.

As we coast into Spring and the end of the school year, please watch closely for emails that you 
may receive from Carrie Frye, your district director, chapter president, or me. We will not overload 
you, but we will only send messages of importance. Please note you may also be asked to respond 
to a message with a timely response. I thank you 
in advance for all you share with DKG and send 
best thoughts for a happy, healthy Spring.

Many thanks,

Nancy Henning, Ph.D.
Florida State President 2019-2021
DKG Florida State Organization 
Nanhendkg@yahoo.com
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 DKG Florida State Organization Biennial Convention 
April 30 – May 1, 2021 

       Orlando Marriott Lake Mary 
           Registration Form 

 
“Together, We Can” 

Print or type one name per form: 
Name: ___________________________ Chapter: __________________ District: __________ 
Address: __________________________City: __________________ Zip: _____________ 
Phone: __________________________  Email:_________________________________ 
 
Check all that apply: 
☐Member  ☐First time attending a state meeting    ☐Current Chapter President    ☐District Director 
 
☐State Officer or Related Personnel:( ________________________) ☐Past State President 
 
☐State Committee Chairman: (Name of committee)_______________________________________________________ 
 
☐☐Special dietary needs: (list specifics) _________________________________________________ 
 
Registration Deadline: Postmarked on or before April 10, 2021  
Member Registration          $60.00 _________             Make check payable to:  Delta Kappa Gamma 
(Includes Materials, Fri. Social & Sat. Lunch)     Check #____________________________ 
Guest Friday night social  $25.00 _________ 
Guest Saturday luncheon  $30.00 _________  Send to: Rhonda Work 
Late registration fee (After 04/10) $40.00 _________          3510 Lakeshore Drive 
Zoom ONLY registration   $20.00__________      Tallahassee, FL 32312 
               Phone: 850-443-1476 
Total Included    _______________  Email:   rhondawork@comcast.net 
 
No refunds after April 18, 2021 
☐ Will attend Friday night events     
                                                                                      
Check online for Convention Schedule/Agenda:  dkgmustateflorida.weebly.org    

 
Please Note: Unless you indicate below, your attendance at this meeting gives permission for your photo 
and contact information, (if needed) to be used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication. 
 
☐  No, I do not want my photo or contact information used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary                       Group Reservation 
1501 International Parkway                           Delta Kappa Gamma or DKG 

               Lake Mary, Florida 32746                                 April 29 – May 2, 2021 
Phone:  407-995-1100 or 800-380-7724 

On-line booking link: https://www.marriott.com/event-
reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1612819527075&key=GRP 

Rates: Single-$119.00   Double- $119.00    Triple - $119.00     Quad - $119.00 
  (Room rates do NOT include taxes and fees.) 
 
Each reservation must be guaranteed with a first night’s deposit or major credit card.  
Please specify the group name to receive your group rate. 
 
Reservation cut-off date: April 8, 2021 
Any reservations after this date will be subject to availability. 
 
Refund Policy: Cancellations, no shows, or early departures without a 48 hour 
advance notice will result in forfeiture of one night’s deposit or a charge of one 
night’s stay to a credit card. 

 
Directions from turnpike: 
Take I-4 exit, EXIT 259 Orlando/Tampa 
Merge onto I-4E toward Downtown 
Orlando 
Take CR-46A exit, EXIT 101A toward 
Sanford/Heathrow 
Turn left onto H.E. Thomas Jr. Parkway 
CR-46A W 
Turn left onto International Parkway 
Turn left onto Heathrow Center Lane 
Destination ahead 
 
Directions from I-95: 
Take I-95 to exit 223 (Sanford/Mims) 
Head west on Rt. 46 
Turn left onto International Parkway 
Turn left onto Heathrow Center Lane 
Destination ahead 
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Florida State Organization Convention
Schedule at a Glance
Friday, April 30, 2021

3:00-6:30 Registration        Grand Foyer

3:00-7:00 Committee Meetings as scheduled     TBA

7:00-9:30 Awards Ceremony       Salons D & E  
   Star of the Southeast
   Legislative
   Media
   Hall of Fame
   Sarah B. Ferguson Achievement Award

  Social Hour (Immediately following Awards Ceremony)     
  

“Together We Can!”
Saturday, May 1, 2021

7:30-8:30 Registration        Grand Foyer

8:30- 9:45 Executive Board Meeting**      Salons D & E
  General Session

10:00-10:45 Breakout Sessions I
  
11:00-11:45 Breakout Sessions II

12:15-2:15   Luncheon        Salons D & E

   Introduction of District Directors and Chapter Presidents
	 	 	 Installation	of	New	Officers
   Speaker – TBA
   Remarks from Dr. Nancy Henning, President 2019-2021
   Remarks from President, 2021-2023

Florida State Organization Convention
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society Internatonal
Florida State Organization Convention

April 30 – May 1, 2021

Workshop Proposal
Each workshop will be 50 minutes in length. There will be three sessions. 
Please share your hobby, research, or committee information with our 

members. Workshops may be presented on video if “in person” attendance is not an option.

Presenter(s):______________________________Chapter ________________District____

Address: _________________________________________________________________

Phone:___________________________________________________________________

Email:____________________________________________________________________

Best time to reach:__________________________________________________________

Presenter(s):_______________________________________________________________

Workshop Title: ____________________________________________________________
Brief description or outline of your workshop. (2 sentence maximum)

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Equipment needed: Presenters must provide their own laptop and appropriate cables 
for hooking up to projectors. We have a limited number of projectors of which state 
committees have priority use. You may want to bring your own.

Room setup:    ___Classroom Style  ___Theater
   
   ___Wi-Fi Access  ___LCD Projector   ___Screen

Note: Internet service is limited.

Deadline for submiting proposal: Monday, March 15, 2021

Send proposal to:  Roxanne Berger, First Vice-President
    783 East Dorchester Drive
    St. Johns, FL  32259
    
    Roxanne.berger45@gmail.com   (727) 445-5328



State Committee Volunteers 2021-2023

Florida State Organization of DKG invites you take an active part in our state 
organization.  Find information about committee responsibilities in our Bylaws and 

read the many articles concerning them in the Florida Rays.

Decide where you can make a difference!

New committee members will be appointed Spring/Summer of 2021.

Name___________________________________________________________________

Chapter______________________________________  District____________________

Home address____________________________________________________________

Preferred phone __________________________________________________________

Email (non-work)   ________________________________________________________

Please rank up to four (4) committees you would be willing to work on
 with “1” being your highest priority

    ______  Awards

    ______  ByLaws

    ______  Communication and Publicity

    ______  Educational Excellence

    ______  Finance

    ______  Leadership Development

    ______  Legislation

    ______  Membership/Expansion

    ______  Scholarship

    ______  World Fellowship

Technology skills/strengths:________________________________________________

Comments:______________________________________________________________

Return Completed Form to First Vice-President Roxanne Berger at

783 East Dorchester Drive, St. Johns, FL 32259 or
   Roxanne.berger45@gmail.com   (727) 445-5328 
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Communications & Marketing Committee
 

Angie Wright-Nash, Chair
ang.nash@gmail.com

It’s that time again! The Florida State Organization's Chapter 
Communications Award submissions are due on or before 
March 15, 2021. 
 
The committee discussed making changes to the award cri-
teria, both permanently moving forward AND in the interest of 
being more relaxed with this biennial submission due to the 
pandemic. As a result, the Communications & Marketing (C&M)

Committee has created a new version of the award form, reflecting both changes in crite-
ria AND a reduction of the number of points needed to qualify. It will be included with this 
report, as well as being updated on the DKG-FL website at

https://dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com/
From the home page, select the “Committee Pages” menu, then choose “Communications” 
as your committee page to browse for the document. 

The C&M Committee will be assessing each application with grace, knowing that the 
COVID situation has created numerous challenges to how we meet and how we commu-
nicate as a result. If your chapter has ALREADY submitted, please complete the updated 
form and e-mail to ang.nash@gmail.com. In the e-mail, let me know the format you used 
to submit originally, and when/to whom it was submitted. Again, we are in unprecedented 
times. The activity dates for the award on this biennium are July 1, 2019 to March 15, 2021.

Make sure to reach out to your district’s C&M committee representative or me, if you have 
questions or need assistance:

District I:   Nancy Watson    watsonnh@gmail.com
District II:   Pam Pierce        chillpierce@comcast.net
District III:   Angie Wright-Nash   ang.nash@gmail.com
District IV:   Missy Jones       dkgmustate@gmail.com
District V:   Susan Slimack   slimsmiles@bellsouth.net 
District VI:   Marsha Mayers   mj-88@verizon.net

My plan, at this point, is to create the Award certificates in PDF format for each qualifying 
chapter. I’m in the process of designing a graphic that you can post to your Facebook/
Twitter/Instagram, in addition to displaying this accomplishment on your web pages. The 
committee is working toward trying to handle as much as we can from an electronic stand-
point in the interest of giving you MORE while protecting the health and well-being of all our 
DKG-FL members.

If you need our support, we’re here to make sure that your communication is clear, and 
your marketing is on-point!  Take care!
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FLORIDA STATE ORGANIZATION
CHAPTER COMMUNICATIONS AWARD

2019 – 2021 CRITERIA CHECKLIST

The Chapter Communications Award is presented to chapters who use modern communi-
cation tools to market their chapter and to promote membership into Delta Kappa Gamma.  
All chapters are eligible for this award.

Communication criteria should be current and documented during the 2019-2021 bienni-
um. (July 1, 2019 to March 15, 2021). The checklist and chapter documentation may be 
submitted either electronically to the chapter’s respective C&M District Representative, or 
via USPS mail to the Florida C&M Committee chair (see below); HOWEVER, we strongly 
encourage the submission of electronic applications and documentation!

All chapters earning 50 or more points will be recognized at DKG-FL State Convention in 
the spring of 2021. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact your District Com-
munications Committee Representative or Angie Wright-Nash, Florida State Communica-
tions Committee Chair. 

Deadline: Submissions are due on or before March 15, 2021.

Submit the checklist along with documentation to your respective C&M District Representa-
tive. 

Communications & Marketing Committee Members

District I:  Nancy Watson    watsonnh@gmail.com
District II:  Pam Pierce        chillpierce@comcast.net
District III:   Debra Graff         debra.graff@gmail.com
District IV:  Missy Jones                    dkgmustate@gmail.com
District V:  Susan Slimack   slimsmiles@bellsouth.net 
District VI:  Marsha Mayers   mj-88@verizon.net
Webmaster:  Missy Jones (IV)   dkgmustate@gmail.com
Rays Editor:  Bonnie Kelley (III)   mustateeditor@gmail.com
Consultant:  Neena Grosvenor (V)  ngros@bellsouth.net
Chair:   Angie Wright-Nash (III)  ang.nash@gmail.com

If you need to send anything via USPS mail, direct to the Florida C&M Committee Chair:

Angie Wright-Nash
19135 US Highway 19 N, Apt G12

Clearwater, FL 33764
ATTN:  FLDKG C&M
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FLORIDA STATE ORGANIZATION 

 

CHAPTER COMMUNICATIONS AWARD 
2019 – 2021 CRITERIA CHECKLIST 

 

Chapter Name:                                          District:      

Chapter Contact:               Email:    
 

Select the communication criteria from the list. Provide documentation, or links to documentation, where requested.  
 

1. Chapter has a website. (15 points)                                                                                                                        
Website address/URL :   
 

2. Chapter website has a compliance seal issued by the International representative. (5 additional points) 
Current DKG compliance seal is displayed on website. Website is linked with DKG International. (DKG.org) 
 

3. Chapter has a social media information page. (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.) (5 points EACH)   
Platform & usernames/addresses:     
 

4. Chapter communicates a minimum of four (4) times a year with members via newsletters, email blasts, or      
websites updates. (20 points) Chapters who have submitted copies of their newsletters this biennium to the Communications 
Committee do not need to attach copies. 

 

5. Chapter documents the way it maintains communication with members in the “digital divide” for those who 
do not use electronic means of communication. (Examples: telephone tree, newsletter, US Mail, etc.)  (10 points)   

Methods of communication:   
 

6. Chapter submits a minimum of one (1) article to the Florida Rays or the Collegial Exchange during the 
biennium. (5 points) Attach article, or date of publication. 

 

7. Chapter has a communication liaison person (may be the chapter president), which has been communicated 
to the appropriate district committee member, and who submits completed documentation for the Communication 
Award by the deadline date.  (10 points) 

 
8. Chapter communicates meeting dates and other events to the respective district contact for posting on the 

shashared calendar. (10 points)  
 

 
Total Points:  
 
 
Submit checklist along with documentation to your C&M District Representative, or to C&M chair at ang.nash@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Revised: 28 Jan 2021    
2019--2021 Florida Mu State Communications & Marketing Committee 
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Personnel Committee

Part III: Carrie Frye, 
Florida State Executive Secretary

Carol Ann Casey, Chair
Immediate Past Florida State President

caseyca.dkg@gmail.com

In this issue, the Personnel Committee is taking a look at our state executive secretary, Carrie Frye. You 
know her as the Energizer Bunny, constantly on the go at every state function and attending many district and 
chapter functions around the state, and always immaculately dressed. She always has a smile and time for 
hugs and getting caught up with your life events. Chapter presidents and the rest of the executive board are 
used to receiving memos and reminders from International and State by way of her, but all of this is just the tip 
of the iceberg. Brace yourself for the rest of the Carrie Frye you might not be aware of.

Where do we begin? Carrie must keep abreast and in close contact with all that is 
happening on the international, state, district, and local levels and share it with our 
members. She is a major force in making all of our state events run like clockwork 
and so enjoyable. Many hours are spent working with the hotel to make sure all 
preparations are taken care of. Carrie works tirelessly with the state president and 
other officers to get all printed materials proofread and printed for our meetings along 
with all the other major and minor parts of pulling off our state functions. She gets a 
lot of her savvy from serving as our state president in 2011-2013.

Her talents in DKG go beyond State to International. She has played a major role in 
the US Forum over the past several years along with being a member of the Inter-
national Membership Committee, SE Regional Conference chair, and at the present 
time a member of the International Nominations Committee. 

What is the non-DKG Carrie like? She grew up in rural northeast Louisiana, the 
oldest of eleven children. Her favorite place and safe haven as a child was in school. 
After high school, she attended Northeast Louisiana State College and graduated in 
three years while managing to work three jobs. 

Now the adventures begin. While in college she met Bill Frye. He joined the Air Force, and she followed after 
him when she graduated. They were married, and the life of an airman’s wife followed. Wherever they went, 
she was able to find teaching positions. She started out in Denver, Colorado. Then they moved to Florida 
where she found a teaching home in Seminole County that she kept as her base until she retired. Now things 
get really interesting. Their next stop was Thailand for two years and then back to Seminole County. From 
there to Atlanta, then on to Kansas City. After three years there, it was on to Saudi Arabia for ten years. During 
her time there, she served as a teacher, curriculum coordinator, and assistant principal. While there, she re-
ceived her master’s degree from the University of Arkansas by attending classes during the summers 
in Greece.

Carrie and Bill finally made it back to Seminole County, where they have stayed ever since, kind of. They love 
to travel and do a lot of it. They have visited all the continents except Antarctica. As you know, Carrie loves 
good food and knows all the outstanding restaurants in every town she visits. Family and friends are dear to 
her. She is always there for them. “Stranger” is not a word in her vocabulary. When not with DKG, family or 
friends, she is very involved with several other professional organizations. In some of her spare time, she has 
been active with several theatre groups, which she dearly loves. As far as hobbies, she does enjoy gardening, 
but her big love is being with and caring for people. From her humble beginnings, Carrie has proven that she 
is one extraordinary lady.



 Page 12                                   FLORIDA RAYS                         Spring 2021

Parliamentary Moment:
When to Use “Standing at Ease” vs “Recess"  

Stephanie (Sam) King, PRP                                        
Parliamentarian, Florida State Organization

gammanuking@gmail.com
 

A great meeting takes more time to prepare than to present.  S. King, PRP

When presiding over a meeting, have you ever needed a moment to discuss a question 
with the parliamentarian or another officer? Or has a meeting gone on and on, and a member moves to take a 
ten minute break? There are other situations where either of these can assist the progression of the meeting, 
especially when time is needed to count ballots, secure information, or have an informal consultation. 

“Standing at Ease”  
Sometimes in a meeting, a moment of pause is needed by the president to ask the parliamentarian or another 
officer a question or the parliamentarian would like to confer with the president.

This is the perfect moment for the chair to request that the members “stand at ease.” 

President: “Without objection, the assembly will stand at ease until called back to order by the chair.  
 ` During this time, members are requested to remain in their seats and may engage in quiet  
  conversation until the meeting is called back to order.”
  [If no one objects - president taps gavel one time.] 
  
  [Stand at Ease has expired]

President: [President taps gavel one time] “The meeting will come to order. The question is on the motion  
  (repeats the pending motion) or the next item of business is (identify the item of business).”

Let’s take a break, intermission, or “Recess”
A recess can be planned within the agenda of the meeting, or may just be a time-out that is needed while bal-
lots are counted, to secure information, time for an informal consultation, or the members need an unexpected 
break.

Member: (obtaining the floor) "I move to recess for ___ minutes." (Second.)
  [No debate – but the length of the recess may be amended]

President: "The question is on the motion to recess for ___ minutes. Those in favor, say aye.
  [Pause] Those opposed, say no. [Pause]
   [Announce the results]"

President: "The ayes have it and the meeting stands recessed for ___ minutes." [Rap gavel once]
   [Recess has expired."]

President: [President raps gavel once] “The meeting will come to order, the time of recess has expired.” 
     -OR-
  "The noes have it and the motion to recess is lost. The question is on the motion (repeats  
   pending motion)"

In conclusion, Stand at Ease is used by the president to allow for informal consultations or the ability to obtain 
information, usually for the president. Recess is a motion that is moved by a member, must be seconded, and 
voted on by the members.

 
Protect the rights of all members including: 

the majority, the minority, individuals, absentee, and of the entire organization. 



SUMMIT OF EXCELLENCE: 
LEADERSHIP, LITERACY, and LEGISLATION

Dr. Constance Bivens 1995-1997
Florida DKG State Organization President

The Florida Rays has featured three past state organization presi-
dents as a means of acknowledging the efforts of the leaders during 
that biennium and sharing some of the state organization’s history. 
They were Louise McMullian, Maxine Smith, and Doris Nesbit. 
This article focuses on Dr. Constance (Connie) Bivens and her 
leadership during 1995-1997.

Initiated in 1969, Connie assumed the presidency of the state or-
ganization following major involvement in DKG at the international 
level. As member of the International Expansion Committee, she 
represented DKG in Australia at the World Confederation of Teaching 
Professionals in 1986, the same year she attended the International 
Leadership Management Seminar in Texas. In 1988-1990, Connie 
served as Chair of International Programs, and in 1994-1996 she 
served as chair of the International Nominations Committee. 

Dr. Bivens received the state organization’s highest honor, the Sara 
B. Ferguson Achievement Award in 1990, and she attended Flori-
da’s Leadership Development Seminar in 1993. During her term as 
president, the Miccosukee project became the Indian project with an 
emphasis on supporting Native Americans throughout Florida. Others 
serving with Connie, as state officers or related personnel, included: 
Judith Mix, Joan Penland, Dr. Joanna Cochiarella, Fran Baumgart, Marjorie Cenower, Doris Nesbit, and 
Myra Ponder. District Directors who served during this biennium were: Nancy Thompson, Barbara Bonfili, 
Linda Spurney, Carolyn McGowan, Janie Robinson, and Belva Vance. 

In the summer of 1996, 70 state organization members attended the International Convention in Columbus, 
Ohio. Florida members who were honored during the convention for their roles on international committees 
were Edie Smith, Georgianna Turner, Marjorie Allen, and Dr. Elsie Gross. At this convention, Europe was 
added as a region.

Professionally, Dr. Bivens spent her career at Nova Blanche Forman School in Davie, Florida. The school 
was a research and development school, and Connie served at the kindergarten level.

At the close of Connie’s tenure as state organization president, there were 104 chapters and 5,864 Florida 
members. She continued to be actively involved in the state organization until she returned to her home state 
in Madison, Indiana. She currently resides at River Terrace Health Campus, an assisted living facility.  

Thank you, Dr. Bivens, for your service to the DKG state organization!  We miss you in Florida, but think of 
you often. 
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Educational Excellence Committee

Jane Allison Bakke, Chair
jane194@ymail.com

The Educational Excellence Committee (EEC) promotes programs and projects 
for excellence in education that promote the personal well-being, intellectual 
growth, and global awareness of women educators; encourages a focus on the 
arts; and develops strategies that enable chapters to encourage members to 
become leaders.

SEE - SUPPORT FOR EARLY CAREER EDUCATORS

To share the vision, Leading Women Educators Impacting Education Worldwide, and strengthen our Society, 
the EEC established Supporting Early-career Educators (SEE) as its second international project in 2012 at 
the International Convention held in New York City.

SEE encourages members/chapters to be creative in support of early-career educators with a variety of 
strategies, such as:

*  Giving support for phone calls and visits,
*  Helping with lesson plans and bulletin board ideas,
*  Offering advice on classroom management and parent-teacher relations; and
*  Providing support in appropriate and practical ways.

Chaos often creates remarkable changes.

The time is right to encourage greater DKG participation with local, state,  and 
national leaders.  If members are serious about impacting women educators, we must be aware of what is 
happening.

DKG members in the classroom need attention as well. Members may also need help locating community 
resources for childcare, tutoring, meal preparation, or care for elderly adults. Give members the sense that 
they are not alone, and someone is ready to listen and provide support. We continue to tackle the challenges 
head-on through educational excellence to enrich members and make a positive difference for our DKG 
colleagues. As educators face pandemic hardships, it is more valuable than ever to show compassion, pa-
tience, flexibility, support, and professionalism. 

The 2021 Florida Jesslyn McBride 
Leadership Seminar

Pat Litterick, Chair
plitterick@att.net

The Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar will be held at the Lake Mary 
Marriott Hotel on June 13-16, 2021. This is a wonderful opportunity for DKG 
members of all ages to strengthen their leadership skills and their professional-
ism. Applications are due March 1, 2021, and applicants will be notified by the 
end of March if they have been accepted for this seminar. 

The Leadership Committee will be presenting a workshop at the Florida State 
Convention in April. Looking forward to sharing leadership skills and ideas with 
the membership. Any questions concerning the seminar or leadership, please 
contact Pat Litterick, Chair.
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Roxanne Berger 
State President

Roxanne Berger who is current 1st Vice-President 
of Florida State graduated with a B.A. and M.A. in 
Music Education from the University of South Florida 
in Tampa.

Roxanne was a K-12 school chorus director.  In 
1992, she was appointed assistant principal to 
select, design, recruit, implement, and sustain the 
Middle School Center for the Arts Magnet School in 
Pinellas County.

In 1980, Roxanne joined DKG into Beta Iota Chap-
ter where she served as President three times in-
cluding 1986-1988, 2004-2006, and 2006-2008.  She 
attended The Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership 
Seminar I and II in 1987 and 1988. She attended 
ten International Conventions (including Hawaii and 
Iceland) and fourteen Regional Conferences, and all 
the Florida activities.

Roxanne is currently a member of Gamma Gamma 
Chapter and has served at the state level as 1st 
Vice-President 2019-2021, 2nd Vice-President 2017-
2019, Corresponding Secretary 2018-2019, and 
Recording Secretary 2015-2017.

From 2000-2002, Roxanne was the District III Direc-
tor.  At the state level, she has been a member of the 
Awards, Educational Excellence, Finance, Necrol-
ogy, and Scholarship Committees. Since 1993, 
Roxanne has served as the Director of the Florida 
State Chorus four times. In 2007, she was inducted 
into the Florida State Hall of Fame. From 2013-2016, 
Roxanne served as Florida Music Chair. In 2014, 
she was selected to attend the Golden Gift Leader-
ship Seminar in Austin, Texas.

Florida State Nominations Committee 
Proudly Presents the Slate of Officers for the 2021-2023 Biennium

Terry Stanilonis 
1st Vice President  

Terry Stanilonis  who 
is our current 2nd Vice 
President was inducted 
into the Beta Mu Chap-
ter (Middleburg) in 2002. 

Since she began her 
teaching career in 1980, 
Terry has amassed a 
plethora of awards, 
accolades, and hon-
ors stemming from her 
tireless work in the field 

of education and in her dedication to serving Delta 
Kappa Gamma. The following merely skims the sur-
face of the depths of her “rally to the calling.” 

Terry worked in Clay County her entire educational 
career. From 1980-2007, she served as an elemen-
tary teacher and as an elementary and secondary 
guidance counselor. From 2007-2010, Terry was the 
Instructional Personnel Specialist with the School 
District of Clay County, and from 2010 until her re-
tirement in 2015, she was the Supervisor of Instruc-
tional Personnel in the Division of Human Resourc-
es. In addition to her teaching duties, she served on 
a myriad of school, district, and state committees. 

Stanilonis was recognized as Ridgeview Elementa-
ry’s Teacher of the Year (1996-1997), Outstanding 
Student at the University of North Florida (1999), 
Clay County Chamber of Commerce Spotlight Award 
(2003), and Ridgeview High School’s Teacher of the 
Year (2005-2006). 

Not surprisingly, Terry’s leadership skills transferred 
to her Delta Kappa Gamma life. Since being induct-
ed in 2002, she has participated in The Florida Jess-
lyn McBride Leadership Seminar and has attended 
numerous fall workshops, state conventions, South-
east Regional Conferences, and even some Interna-
tional conferences. She served Beta Mu Chapter on 
various committees and as chapter president. Terry 
was the District II Director and served on the State 
Leadership Committee and the State Communica-
tions & Publicity Committee. She has also presented 
sessions at state, regional, and international confer-
ences and workshops. 
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Beta Mu, DKG Florida State Organization honored 
Terry as Woman Educator of the Year in 2014-2015, 
and Delta Kappa Gamma inducted Terry into the 
DKG Florida State Organization Hall of Fame in 
2019. Her endorser used these adjectives when 
describing Terry and her abilities: “marvelous, enthu-
siastic, respectful, thoughtful, exceptional, well-pre-
pared, creative, dedicated, knowledgeable, and 
ideal.” According to Terry, her desire to serve in this 
position is “to give back to the DKG Society Interna-
tional for what DKG has given me both personally 
and professionally. I believe this call to serve is con-
nected with a burning desire to focus on moving
our organization forward.”

Nancy Bentz
2nd Vice President

Nancy Bentz is 
currently State 
Legislative Chair, 
Vice President 
Florida Education-
al Foundation, and 
2nd Vice Presi-
dent of Beta Xi. 

Nancy began her 
career in politics as 
a legislative aide 
for Speaker Vern 

Riffe, Education Chair, and Tom Sawyer in the Ohio 
House of Representatives from 1981-1985.  In 1985, 
Nancy married and moved to Ft. Lauderdale. From 
1985-1990, Nancy worked as a corporate paralegal 
for a home health care company, Personnel Pool of 
America, and later was renamed Interim Services.

During this period, Nancy obtained her Elementary 
Education Degree from Florida Atlantic University in 
1998. She began teaching in 1998 as a first-grade 
teacher and continued for 16 years. Nancy is cur-
rently an MTSS Coach and a 3-5 grade Science Lab 
teacher on the Related Arts wheel.

While in DKG, Nancy attended The Florida Jesslyn 
McBride Leadership Seminar. She has also pre-
sented at many State conventions and workshops. 
During the 2020 pandemic, Nancy was not deterred 
by social distancing but instead kept communications 
open between DKG membership, Florida Education-

Florida State Nominations Committee 
Proudly Presents the Slate of Officers for the 2021-2023 Biennium

al Foundation, and our state legislators using the 
ZOOM platform.

Many of us know Nancy for the enthusiasm and un-
tiring efforts she displays fighting for the rights of chil-
dren and teachers in the realm of public education.

Joann Higgins
Recording Secretary

Joann Higgins is 
currently District VI 
Director, Chapter 
Corresponding Sec-
retary and a member 
of Gamma Nu District 
VI Awards Commit-
tee. 

Joann earned her 
BA degree from 
Youngstown State 
University and her MS 
in Education Adminis-
tration from National 
University.

In 2006, Joann became a member of DKG. She 
served as Chapter President of Gamma Nu for two 
terms. She coordinated the Betty Thornton Arts and 
Crafts Exhibition for three biennia. She was Necrolo-
gy Chair last biennium and presented the Necrology 
Ceremony of Remembrance for the state. 

Joann was an administrator in the San Diego Schools 
for several years. She was also a Staff Developer 
and Trainer, Teacher Mentor, Grade Level Team 
Leader, Department Chair and recently, a Supervisor 
of Student Teachers at Florida Gulf Coast University.  

Joann collaborated with Nancy Marmesh as the 
chair of the Membership/Expansion Committee.  
Joann is comfortable with technology, and she has 
held the first District VI Zoom meeting with district 
chapter presidents.  

Joann has been a faithful member of the State 
Chorus. Joann attended The Florida Jesslyn McBride 
Leadership Seminar as her chapter's first attendee.  
Since then, because of Joann’s encouragement, 
Gamma Nu has sent at least one member to each 
session.
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Florida State Nominations 
Committee: 

Slate of Officers for 2021-2023
(continued)
Sharon Wallen

Corresponding Secretary

Sharon Wallen was 
initiated into Pi Chapter 
in 1993. She has been an 
active and participating 
chapter member since 
then, achieving several 
elected offices, including 
serving as chapter presi-
dent during the 2010-2012 
biennium.

Sharon has attended 
several District V, Flori-

da State, and International conferences. She has 
served as a member of the State Educational Excel-
lence Committee, as chairperson of the Emergency 
Fund 2015-2019, and as a contributing member of 
the Miami-Dade County Coordinating Council.

Professionally, Sharon has been a teacher of the 
gifted for 32 years, served as a reading coach and 
as a curriculum support specialist with Miami-Dade’s 
Division of Advanced Academics. She holds a 
Master’s degree in Elementary Education and is a 
National Board Certified Teacher.

With her communication skills, creativity, and knowl-
edge of the Society, Sharon will make an excellent 
Corresponding Secretary for Florida State DKG 
Organization.

Emergency Fund Report

Bonnie Ignico, Mu Chapter
vbignico@gmail.com

On September 7, 2020, my husband, Vince, unfortu-
nately had a kitchen fire. I came home to see black 
smoke coming out of my front door and garage! 
Vince was a fireman in the Air Force, so his skills 
kicked in, did everything right, and saved our house 
with the dogs! When you lose your microwave, stove, 
and oven, you do not have a functioning kitchen. 
Teapot, crock-pot, and toaster oven were the ways to 
have something warm because we did not know how 
long it would be!

I can now speak from the victim’s experience. It is 
emotional, depressing, frustrating, and your future 
is on hold not knowing when your life will get back 
together. My advice is to start a list of dates, who you 
talked to and what was said. Use this when talking to 
insurance companies, contractors, etc. Your teacher 
skills will also kick in when dealing with different per-
sonalities. You will have to be strong and not give up!

As a DKG Chapter, you are especially important in 
this time of need. You may be the only “family” your 
DKG sister has. Here are my suggestions:

1.  First, let your Chapter members know, so they all 
can react.

2.  Second, send a card from the chapter showing 
you care and are concerned.

3.  Third, when you ask what they can use or need, 
listen to what they are dealing with and you can fig-
ure it out to fill the need. Everyone reacts differently 
to trauma, but everyone can use help.

4.  Fourth, set up a committee (if you do not already 
have one) that will make sure to check on this person 
and help meet their needs. For Vince and me, my 
chapter provided a card, phone calls, a hot meal, and 
gift cards to restaurants. The worst thing you can do 
as a chapter is nothing.

You may wonder what has happened with our 
house? Five months later, we are finally seeing our 
first results! The house has been totally repainted as 
of this week, and now the house can be put back to-
gether. The kitchen is still a work in progress. When 
all has settled if needed, I may apply for the Emer-
gency Fund. We do have a Villa at the Plantation Inn 
finally paid for by insurance because it is taking so 
long. Hopefully, when you read this, our kitchen will 
be done!



Betty taught for over 20 years in Seminole County 
working at Idyllwilde, Wekiva, and Bentley Elemen-
tary Schools. Her positions included primary teacher 
and literacy resource person. Betty’s outstanding 
work was recognized by her receiving three Disney 
Teacherific Awards. Betty has been a member of Beta 
Chi Chapter since 2004.

Florida DKG State Organization’s 
Featured Artist from the Betty 

Thornton Arts & Crafts Gallery: 

Betty Kinner
Beta Chi Chapter

by Pat Eckstein

Betty Kinner’s work reflects a lifetime of love for 
needlepoint. As a young girl, Betty’s mother loved 
to embroider and was quick to teach Betty. While 
Betty loved embroidery, her sister introduced her 
to needlepoint work. Her sister’s artistic creations 
were captivating, and Betty was hooked! The art of 
needlepoint satisfies Betty’s creative expression to 
combine vibrant colors to create unique designs.

Betty was born in Cumberland, Maryland. She is a 
graduate of the University of Florida. While there, 
she met and married her husband Aaron “Abe” 
Kinner. They raised two children together and stayed 
primarily in the Orlando area as Abe worked as a 
financial officer for Circus World, Universal, and 
Disney.
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You Are a Remarkable 
Alpha DKG Woman

Kathy Raiford, Alpha Co-President & 
Co-District II Director

kathynole1@comcast.net

You are an amazing DKG Key Woman Educator.  
You’re an inspiration to everyone who knows you.  
Everything you do is done in the spirit of sharing, caring, 
and teaching others to make this world a better place.

When people think of a DKG woman, they think of 
a helping hand and one of the kindest and most loving 
people in this world (like Sharon Vandiver, Martha 
Schmidt, Nicci Reynolds, Claire Neilsen and Jeanne 
Jones Majors). You are a blessing to Alpha 
and all the people who are lucky enough to know you.

You show other DKG women how you sacrifice, support, 
and give so much of yourself (like Katie Raiford, Diane 
Hixson, Sandra Keyser, Margaret Julian and Allison 
Stephenson). And I have to imagine 
that you’re a little tired at the end of the day. 
It’s only because you have gone out of your way 
to make a valuable contribution to Delta Kappa Gamma 
(like Susan Hofrichter, Hollie Geiger, 
and Ellie Donohue-Blanchard). 

Thank you for inspiring, motivating, and leading
the way for DKG women to shine!
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The Book of Lost Friends

by Lisa Wingate
On February 10, 2021, Beta Omega Chapter in 
District III held a virtual book study led by member 
and retired Reading Specialist Lisa Cook via Zoom 
on The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate pub-
lished in 2020. 

Given the national 
emphais on Black Lives 
Matter, this book pro-
vides an opportunity to 
learn about a part of 
history that wasn't taught 
in social studies classes. 
Bestselling author Lisa 
Wingate brings to life 
startling stories from ac-
tual “Lost Friends” adver-
tisements that appeared 
in Southern newspapers 
after the Civil War, as 
newly freed slaves desperately searched for loved 
ones who had been sold away.

Lisa Wingate provides a 
wealth of resources avail-
able on her website at 
https://lisawingate.com/
If you’re reading one 
of her books with your 
book club, or you’re an 
individual reader looking 
for further information, 
check out the link above 
for resources, activities, 
recipes, and historical 
background. Find book 
club kits and videos 
of Lisa discussing her 
books at the website. In 

"Writing Tips," she shares her 3 Act Story Structure 
Workshop complete with handouts.
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Sharing COVID-19 Experiences
Alpha Beta

The sisters of Alpha Beta Chapter in Jacksonville, 
have proven that distance learning isn’t just for 
school-aged children. Zoom has become the meet-
ing place for so many businesses and organizations 
during this Covid-19 period and DKG sisters of 
Alpha Beta are taking full advantage of everything 
that virtual gatherings can offer. Gathering safely in 
person is still a challenge especially when you are 
used to enjoying the warm, inviting atmosphere of a 
sister’s home or local meeting place, but finding new 
and creative ways to host zoom meetings presents 
its own challenges as well. Fun zoom gatherings had 
already been tested by Alpha Beta with their Virtual 
Spring Tea, so President Pam Pierce decided to 
take a chance with something new.

Our January 23rd gathering contained the usual 
formal business of a greeting by Pam Pierce, Wel-
come by Angele’ Warmanen, inspiration by Bonnie 
McCarthy, reading of the minutes by Karen Goins, 
and treasurer’s report from Debbie Thomashefski, 
but the highlight of the day was the “Sharing Our 
Talents” segment. We are proud of all of our talented 
members and readily admit that we have some real 
artists and super stars representing a wide variety of 
fields. Saturday’s lineup included tutorials on "How 
to construct a small layer cake"’ by Karen Goins 
(imagine full kitchen setting worthy of the Food Net-
work!) and "Easy cookie decorating using royal icing 
techniques" by Linda Zeiler (as if what she does 
with a cookie is easy!). Mary Ann Rouse shared her 

interactive video that she created for her students 
and parents—an idea which we all thought would be 
a great recruiting tool for the chapter. Our last talent 
was from Maria Dugger whose stunning art was also 
her zoom background as she shared her creative 
process and places we could find her work. We were 
all having so much fun listening and learning that we 
forgot to get photos of each presenter! Oh well, just 
another lesson learned from Zoom! 

Alpha Kappa: 
Difficult Conversations about Race

Alpha Kappa members participated in the workshop 
led by our own, Dr. Monica Hayes, Ed.D., MSW, 
MAT. The purpose of the 4 one-hour sessions was to 
provide AK DKG sisters with an opportunity to learn 
about the processes involved in Difficult Conversa-
tions about Race, and to experience a sampling of 
it themselves. Participants in most cases responded 
positively to the new information, the discussions 
about perspectives, and they particularly enjoyed 
sharing varying life experiences that helped to shape 
who and how each is today. There were difficult 
moments, to be sure. Tensions, pregnant pauses, 
and the like are integral components of the process. 
To everyone’s credit, candor, empathy, and support 
prevailed. The report to our Alpha Kappa Chapter 
President included the results of an evaluation ses-
sion, the fifth session, and the content of the written 
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Sharing COVID-19 Experiences

Our chapter is involved in an ongoing service project 
of members taking hand sanitizer and/or disinfecting 
wipes to our county's schools each month. Four to 
five schools are designated each month as the recip-
ients, and our members deliver the goods with a note 
explaining that the supplies were donated by Beta 
Chi Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma.

Eta Chapter

Eta Chapter met using a hybrid in person and Zoom 
video-conferencing format on Saturday, December 
14, 2020. Members immensely enjoyed their annual 
Christmas bazaar and auction to support the World 
Fellowship Fund and Chapter Projects. Eta Members 
Esi Shannon and Rosemary Pendery served as 
very capable auctioneers. Members purchased items 
from the Eta Store and later battled with Eta Sisters 
to purchase cherished items during the auction. 
Zoom participants also participated in the auction. 
Eta Chapter is proud to announce that they raised 
around $940.

evaluations from each participant without identifying 
names. For more information contact Dr. Monica 
Hayes, Ed.D., CEO Hayes Educational Consulting, 
LLC at hayeseducationalconsulting@gmail.com .

Beta Chi Chapter

Beta Chi Chapter has been remarkably busy. While 
we are meeting by Zoom, we have had the opportuni-
ty to physically gather twice. It is so special when we 
can see our sister's beautiful faces even masked.

We celebrated our chapter's 50th birthday on Oc-
tober 17, 2020. We met at a park for a socially 
distanced picnic. Everyone brought their own food, 
and it was wonderful to see everyone even being 
masked. Of course, the weather showed that it was 
still 2020 and was not cooperative. It was very windy, 
and our decorations were blown everywhere. Despite 
the weather, we enjoyed a presentation on voting by 
our own Rebekah Richey, installed our Chapter Co-
Vice Presidents Fran Fazio and Mary Schiano, and 
closed our meeting with a recommitment ceremony. 

In December, Beta Chi members held a Holly Jolly 
drive by to sing holiday songs to four of our members 
who had health issues this past fall. On a beautiful 
Sunday afternoon, the shut-ins were able to come 
outdoors to listen to their fellow members. Carolers 
wore masks and social distanced for their perfor-
mance. Carolers felt so appreciated as they received 
special treats of cookies, fudge, and beverages along 
the route which covered a distance of several miles. 
We are not sure who had more fun … carolers or 
those we visited, but everyone felt better afterwards.



Gamma Delta Chapter 

Hello and Happy New Year from Gamma Delta! 
We’re wishing all DKG members a healthy and 
prosperous 2021! First and foremost, we’d like to 
recognize two of our members, Janet Allison and 
Karen Metalonis for making over 500 masks for the 
students at the Villages Elementary of Lady Lake 
in Lake County, Florida. They spent hours making 
these masks from old T-shirts. Gamma Delta thanks 
these ladies for their time and effort.

Our annual Christmas gathering, which was held 
on Monday, December 7, 2020, was a little different 
this year! Ten members and one guest attended. 
We wore masks (unless we were eating or drinking) 

and social distanced from each other. Besides the 
delicious food and drink, the best part of the evening 
was enjoying the camaraderie of our friends, some 
who we hadn’t seen since the District IV meeting the 
end of February 2020. We talked about our families, 
work, retirement, how we’ve missed our face to face 
meetings, and in general how we’ve been living life 
during the COVID pandemic. Finally, our members’ 
generosity was overwhelming as $850 in gift cards 
were collected for Kids Central. This generosity will 
go a long way to help so many. Way to go, Gamma 
Delta!

Our February meeting was held via Zoom. At the 
present time, we’re not quite sure if we’ll be holding 
our annual “New Member Orientation” in March or 
our annual “banquet” in May. Stay tuned to what 
transpired with Gamma Delta in the summer issue 
of the Florida Rays.

Gamma Nu Chapter:
Pecans and Poinsettias

As with most activities in our life during Covid, our 
plans for our Annual Gamma Nu Fashion Show and 
Silent Auction which is held to provide GIA Funds for 
graduating Charlotte County seniors needed to be 
changed. After brainstorming, we settled on selling 
Pecans and Poinsettias. We have sold pecans for a 
number of years and decided to add poinsettias.  

The Manatee County Correctional Facility operates 
a greenhouse which sold us the poinsettias at a 
remarkably inexpensive price. Sgt. Amy Boldin and 
her farming program inmates loaded our vehicles 
with poinsettias and provided us with precut foil 
wrappers for the plants. Students from the Charlotte 
County Schools Career and Technical Education 
program assisted us when we brought the flowers 
from the Manatee County Correctional Facility. We 
used the Champs Café, which is part of Charlotte 
County Schools as the pickup location.

We presold the poinsettias, as well as the pecans, 
and on December 5th the poinsettias were distrib-
uted. The pecans were delivered to buyers individ-
ually. The poinsettias were beautiful. Although this 
wasn’t our usual fundraiser, we had fun and are able 
to provide GIA funds to senior high students in the 
Charlotte County School District who are planning to 
pursue a career in education.
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Mary A. Heesacker
Delta Chapter

District II
August 5, 2020

Gainesville, Florida

Mary Agnes Heesacker of 
Gainesville, Florida, died at the 
age of 92 on August 5, 2020. She 
died peacefully at home with fam-
ily by her side, after a long battle 
with dementia. 

Mary was born on September 
19, 1927, in Chicago, Illinois. 
She graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in 1949 from Loretto 
Heights College in Denver, Colo-
rado, where she began her career 
as a school teacher. 

She married Naval officer Ber-
nard A. Heesacker, in Chicago in 
1954. They had one son, Martin, 
and divorced in 1962. Mary spent 
most of her career in the Arlington 
County, Virginia public schools, 
specializing in junior high and high 
school English, speech, drama, 
and directed many school plays. 
Her love of the English language 
was demonstrated by her leg-
endary and life-long correction of 
ungrammatical speech uttered by 
anyone around her, a skill undi-
minished by her dementia. 

In the latter part of her career, 
Mary earned a Master’s degree 
in counseling from the University 
of Virginia, became a licensed 
counselor in the State of Virginia, 
and served as a guidance coun-
selor for Arlington County Public 
Schools. In 1991, she retired to 
Naples, Florida, where she lived 
until 2010, when she relocated to 
Gainesville, Florida, to live next to 
her son and youngest grandson. 

Starting with childhood acting 
promoted by her mother, Mary had 
a life-long devotion to the perform-
ing and visual arts, for decades 
holding season tickets to Arena 

taught at Monticello High School. 
After Jimmy joined the Air Force, 
she postponed her career to start 
a family. With Jimmy away on 
frequent temporary duty assign-
ments, she assumed the role of 
single parent. She loved working 
with children.

When her youngest child was four 
years old, Dot returned to school 
to obtain certification to teach 
elementary school and continued 
her career teaching grades 3-5. 
She taught in New Hampshire, 
Japan, Delaware, Tallahassee, 
and Blountstown. She retired from 
Blountstown Elementary School 
after more than 35 years in edu-
cation.

She was a woman of many inter-
ests, including traveling, garden-
ing, sewing, crochet, genealogy, 
American history, reading, and 
supported the Panhandle Pioneer 
Settlement. 

When their family lived in Japan, 
she expanded her love for the 
arts to include Japanese culture, 
doll-making, flower arranging, and 
Chinese culinary arts. She took 
the train to Tokyo by herself to 
take classes. She climbed Mt. Fuji 
twice. 

Dot was a member of the Bristol 
Branch of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. She 
obtained training and licenses to 
drive an 18-wheeler to accompa-
ny Jimmy on cross- country long 
hauls. She was fearless.
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Dorothy Kingry Peacock 
Ayers

Delta Mu Chapter
District I

August 18, 2020
Blountstown, Florida

Dorothy Kingry Peacock Ayers, 
age 95, of Blountstown, Florida, 
passed away at home on August 
18, 2020. Dot, as friends called 
her, was born on February 8, 
1925. The family home, built in the 
1920s on South Pear Street, was 
always filled with family, friends 
and neighborhood children.

Dot married her high school sweet-
heart, James McKinnon Ayers 
on December 23, 1946. Dorothy 
graduated from Florida State Col-
lege for Women, now FSU, with a 
BS in Home Economics. She first 



insisted they call her. A private and 
virtual celebration of Mary’s life will 
occur on what would have been 
her 93rd birthday. 

Joyce Palagyi Maenpaa
Alpha Gamma Chapter

District I
October 14, 2020
Grayson, Georgia

Joyce Palagyi Maenpaa, 86, of 
Oxford, Mississippi, passed away 
peacefully on October 14, 2020, 
at home with her husband by her 
side. She was born on May 16, 
1934, in Conneaut, Ohio. While 
attending Conneaut High School, 
from which she graduated in1952, 
she met the love of her life, 
Richard Maenpaa. After earning 
an accounting degree from Miami 
University in Ohio they married on 
a snowy Decembr 29, 1956. They 
were married for 63 years.

In 1965, Joyce left the ice and 
snow of the north with her family 
and moved to sunny Wauchula, 
Florida. She was an inspiring 
junior high math teacher for 28 
years before retiring. Since 1978, 
she was a member of DKG serv-
ing as Past President of Alpha 
Gamma Chapter and on many 
committees.

Stage, serving as a docent for 
the Corcoran and Hirshhorn art 
galleries in Washington, DC, and 
watching hundreds of movies and 
many episodes of Masterpiece 
Theater. 

An avid bridge player, she was 
chapter president and, until the 
day she died, a member of Delta 
Kappa Gamma since 1972. 

Mary served as chapter vice-pres-
ident of the Arlington County, 
Virginia branch of the American 
Association of University Women. 
She was also a long-time mem-
ber of Optimist International, a 
volunteer organization devoted 
to young people. She chaired 
several oratorical contests for 
young people sponsored by Op-
timist Clubs in both Arlington and 
Naples. 

In retirement, Mary adopted two 
rescue poodles, Jocko and Pepe’. 
She spent summers in Denver 
catching up with old friends, 
tutoring for Adult Learning Source, 
and volunteering for the Listening 
Post, an organization that trains 
volunteers to listen non-judg-
mentally to young people as they 
converse at a designated table 
typically on a college campus. 

Mary is survived by her son, Mar-
tin, daughter-in-law, Cindy, and 
grandsons, William and Joseph, 
who enjoyed especially close 
relationships with GMary, as she 

Her first love was the piano. She 
was an accomplished pianist and 
organist. She played the organ 
for over 50 years for St. Michael 
Catholic Church in Wauchula. She 
was a long-serving member of the 
Wauchula Wednesday Musicale. 
In her later years, Joyce delighted 
in accompanying her fourteen-
year-old granddaughter, who plays 
the violin.

 A lifelong Roman Catholic, Joyce 
served others through the Catholic 
Church. She was past president 
of the Venice Diocese Council 
of Catholic Women, as well as 
being a member and officer of the 
parish CCW. In church ministry, 
she joyfully shared her talents for 
knitting by making baby blankets 
and caps for newborns. She was 
always giving beautiful gifts of her 
needlecraft arts. Thursday morn-
ings were reserved for her knitting 
group at the Hardee County Public 
Library.

Joyce and her husband loved to 
travel and visit other countries. 
They took each of their four 
grandsons on a trip anywhere they 
wanted to go in Europe. Joyce 
and Richard saw the pyramids of 
Egypt, and Joyce once rode on a 
camel in the Gobi Desert of China. 
They always wanted to continue to 
learn and grow by exploring new 
places and meeting new people.
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Information Sources 

DKG Florida Website
www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

DKG Florida 
on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/
DKG-Florida-State-Organiza-

tion-128818413969052/

DKG Florida on Twitter
@DKGMuState FL 

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation Website

www.fldkgef.org

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Facebook
www.facebook.com/FLDKGEF

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Twitter

@FLDKGEF

Florida Rays
 

Members are encouraged 
to email information to 
be used in the Florida 

Rays to Bonnie Kelley at 
MuStateEditor@gmail.com

    December 1.....Winter
    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1.............Summer           
    August 1...............Fall

Florida DKG State Organization Convention
April 30 - May 1, 2021

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

The Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar
June 13-16, 2021

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

DKG International, formerly Regional Conferences
July 7-10, 2021, in Portland, Oregon 

July 21 -24, 2021 in San Antonio, Texas

DKG International Convention
July 12 -16, 2022

Sheraton New Orleans, Louisiana

DKG International Convention 
Summer of 2024

 Gaylord National, D.C. Area 
National Harbor, Maryland

DKG International Convention 
Summer of 2026
Gaylord Rockies
Aurora, Colorado

 Page 25                                                                                FLORIDA RAYS                                                                              Spring 2021       


