
2022 DKG International Convention 
in New Orleans

Enthusiastic newbee Elinor Mount-Simmons of Delta Kappa Chap-
ter leads the band in the parade during the grand opening of DKG's 
2022 International Convention in New Orleans. About 30 of the 822 
attendees were Florida members. The 119 proposed amendments 
were discussed and voted upon in groups called bundles.

Three Floridians were pre-
senters at breakout sessions. 
Tess St. John of Rho Chapter 
presented a breakout session 
entitled String Art to Teach-
ing Math. String art can be a zen-like experience when doing it. 
However, string art is a great way to show how math and art are 
“tied" together. In this presentation, Tess showed how to make string 
art and also how to bring it into your math class, whether you are 
in elementary, secondary, or higher 
education.

First Vice-President Terry Stanilonis, of Beta Mu Chapter, presented a 
breakout session entitled Book Talk: Engaging DKG Members Through 
a Virtual Travel Experience. She took attendees on four flights to Selma, 
Alabama; Green Bay, Wisconsin; Florence, Italy; and Pella, Greece. As the 
audience traveled together, Mark Miller’s book, entitled The Power of En-
gagement, came to life, unlocking the clues to the power of engaging DKG 
members through a level of C.A.R.E.- Connection, Affirmation, Responsibi
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lity, and Engagement.

Executive Secretary Carrie Frye of 
Beta Chi Chapter presented Twenty 
Questions About Nominations as a 
member of the International Nomina-
tions Committee. In addition, Carrie and 
Mary Jo Holleran volunteered as room 
monitors and in other locations. In this 
picture, Carrie volunteered at the infor-
mation desk.

Calling All Musicians!

Vanessa J. Pinto, Florida DKG Music Representative
vjpinto09@gmail.com

Do you sing? Play an instrument? Warm up your vocal 
chords and dust off those instruments- DKG needs you! Our 
2023 State Convention in April will see the return of live mu-
sic, and I am seeking singers and instrumentalists who are 
willing to share their musical talents with our Florida DKG 
State sisters. In addition to the chorus, instrumental/vocal 
solos and small ensembles are all possibilities! 

I learned many lessons from the pandemic and discovered new ways to 
both teach and learn. Flexibility is key, and a good sense of humor is in-
valuable! In past years, our in-person rehearsal time for the convention 
was very limited. This year's plan will include a variety of preparation 
methods: 

Digital copies of music will be sent to those who prefer to use a tablet or 
want to print their music at home. Zoom practice recordings/tutorials of 
each voice part will be emailed to chorus members for home practice.
One-on-one or small group Zoom sessions will be available for musi-
cians requesting extra help. I have already reached out to musicians 
requesting extra help.

Please let me know if you are a singer (include voice part) or instrumen-
talist (include instrument). I ask all interested members to please email 
me at vjpinto09@gmail.com or send a text message to 850-264-4109. 

I look forward to making music with you!



Florida DKG State 
President’s Message

Roxanne Berger, State President, 2021 - 2023
Florida DKG State Organization 
Roxanne.berger45@gmail.com

“Change is Healthy and Beautiful!”

Greetings 
Florida State Organization,

The 2022 DKG International Convention was a memorable experience for the 26 Florida members in atten-
dance. The first night in New Orleans we participated in a “2nd Line” with a police escort. Our 850 attendees 
danced around several blocks led by the brass instruments. What a great welcome to New Orleans, Louisi-
ana! We enjoyed the two keynote speakers, the many breakout sessions, the food choices, and, of course, 
our business sessions where we discussed and voted on 119 amendments to our Constitution. At the region-
al breakfasts, we were asked to contribute to the International Emergency Fund. As a combined group, we 
donated $15,000. 

We also had a wonderful Florida reception in New Orleans 
thanks to Terry Stanilonis, Carrie Frye, Connie Kostyra, Su-
san Salesses, Linda Hudgens, and many more who provided 
food, drinks, and LAUGHTER!

This spring we had our six district meetings. Each one was 
unique and, of course, very fun and informational. Thank you 
to the 2020-2022 District Directors who made this happen. 
Thanks to Ann Comforter, Terrye Mosley, Kathy Raiford, 
Karol Gotte, Diane Revels, Debbie Sack, and Joanne Hig-
gins.

In June of 2022, we had an awesome group of 28 participants 
at the Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar. These women will be the ones to lead us into our second centu-
ry. You are all Leaders!!! Ladies, keep up your enthusiasm and desire to encourage other educators. Thank 
you to Pat Litterick and the Leadership Committee who planned every detail and covered many subjects 
needed to prepare our next chapter presidents and state leaders.

Special congratulations to Jennifer Guarraia, member of Alpha Kappa Chapter in Tallahassee, for being 
awarded a Cornetet Individual Professional Development award to attend a special conference.

September 23 – 24, 2022, are the dates for our upcoming 
Fall Executive Board Meeting and Workshops. We will again 
provide a meal on Friday evening. We are planning to honor 
all the past District Directors. Our keynote speaker is Candace 
(Candi) Martin, our immediate past Southeast Regional Direc-
tor. Please get those reservations in early and secure a hotel 
room.

Please be faithful to attend and actively participate in your 
chapter, district, and state meetings! Thank you for all you do.

Roxanne Berger, President 2021-2023
Roxanne.berger45@gmail.com
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FALL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
Breakout Session Summary

September 23-24, 2022

10:00 AM – 11:50 AM Breakout Sessions I and II
Please note that audience members may enter or leave the room between Sessions I and II. 

This format will allow members to attend another session in conjunction 
with sitting in on a part of the roundtable discussion.

Roundtable Discussion: An Open House invitation to join the discussion on the residual effects of the pan-
demic impacting student achievement and the challenges for professional educators as they navigate through 
unchartered waters. Audience participation allows for retired and active teacher members to address their own 
struggles during times of catastrophic events such as 9/11. Facilitator: Dr. Precious Symonette (Leadership 
Class 2022) 

10:00 AM – 10:50 AM Breakout Session I

From Spectators to Leaders: Let's Motivate Our Members! Based on five of the most frequently asked 
questions regarding chapter membership, the committee will propose ideas and strategies to encourage 
participants to participate actively in helping their chapters succeed and thrive. Presenters: Membership and 
Expansion Committee

Digital Body Language: We rely on body language when having face-to-face conversations. Still, as we 
move to more communication digitally, we need to be aware of our digital body language. In this presentation, 
we will discuss understood laws that foster connection. Presenter: Tess St. John

Never Give Up on Yourself: A focus on reasons you should never give up on life. Travel with me through 
some personal obstacles I have encountered in my life.
Presenter: Diane Revels

"Shout Out" DKG News: A review of the facets of communication options to inform members of DKG events 
around the state. Presenters: Communication and Publicity Committee

Project or PD? Need Funding? Learn ways to access funds through the Florida DKG Education Foundation. 
Presenters: FLDKGEF Board of Directors, Nancy Bentz, Chair

11:00 AM – 11:50 AM Breakout Session II

Move Your Bus: A New Approach to Accelerating Success in Work and Life: Moving Your Bus highlights 
strategies and techniques to inspire employees and team leaders alike to work harder and smarter while 
maximizing team performance to take your organization to where you want it to go. Presenter: Glenda Moton 
(Leadership Class of 2022)

Bylaws Buzz-International Convention Amendments Update: Participants will discuss and review signifi-
cant amendment changes to the International Constitution that will affect Florida Bylaws and Chapter Rules.
Presenters: State Bylaws Committee

"Ignite-ing" for Advocacy: Learn effective ways to engage with community leaders and legislators on issues 
that you care about! Social media, storytelling, active listening, and relationship building are all keys to being a 
"key" woman advocate for educators, women, and children! Presenters: Legislative Committee

Let's Save the Earth: Hear my journey to quit using single-use plastic packaged products. I will give options 
for products currently packaged in single-use plastic that may not get recycled. In addition, I will have samples 
of some of my favorite products like foaming hand soap, shampoo, and laundry detergent. Presenter: Susan 
Cocchiarella Siemer
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Florida DKG State Organization  
Fall Executive Board Meeting 

Registration Form 
September 23 – 24, 2022 

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary 
 
Please print or type one name per form: 
Name_______________________________________Chapter__________________District____ 
Address_____________________________________City______________________Zip_______ 
Phone (         ) _______________________________ Email_______________________________ 
Please Check all that apply:  ____ Member    ____ Member five years or less        ____ First State Meeting 
_____Current Chapter President/Designee      ____Past State President 
_____Current District Director _____Past District Director 
_____ State Officer or Related Personnel___________________________________________ 
_____ State Committee Chairman (Name of Committee) _______________________________ 
_____ Special Dietary Needs (please indicate) ________________________________________ 
 
Registration Deadline: Postmarked on or before September 9, 2022 
Member Registration                     $75.00____   Make Check Payable to:   Delta Kappa Gamma OR see attachment  
(includes materials and Saturday Lunch)                                                        for Automated Registration  
Friday night dinner for member   $17.00____                Send to: Carolyn McGowan 
Non-member Friday night dinner $35.00____                                                  230 Overlook Drive                                    
Name: ____________________                                                                            Clermont, Florida, 34711-2428 
Non-member Saturday Luncheon $35.00 ____                                                 mmcdm1@aol.com 
Name: ____________________                                                                             352-223-7773 
Late Registration Fee                      $40.00____ 
Total Included                                  $_________                                                 
No refunds after September 15, 2022 
 
Check online for Convention Schedule/Agenda:     www.dkgflorida.weebly.com 
Please note: Unless you indicate below, your attendance at this meeting gives permission for your photo and 
contact information (if needed) to be used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication.  
_______ No, I do not want my photo or contact information used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication. 
 
 
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary                     Group Reservation                                  Directions from Turnpike: 
1501 International Parkway                      2022 DKG Fall Ex. Board                        Take I-4 exit, Exit 259 Orlando/Tampa 
Lake Mary, Florida, 32746                          September 23 - 24, 2022                        Merge onto I-4 E toward downtown Orlando 
Phone: 407-995-1100 or 800-380-7724                                                                       Take EXIT 101A (CR-46A exit, Sanford/Heathrow) 
                                                                                                                                             Turn left onto H.E. Thomas Jr. Parkway CR-46 W  
  Rates: Single - $119.00  Double - $119.00                                                                Turn left onto International Parkway 
                Triple - $119.00   Quad -  $119.00                                                                Turn left at 2nd driveway for Marriott 
   (Room rates do NOT include taxes and fees.)                                                        
                                                                                                                                             Directions from I-95      
                                                                                                                                             Take I-95 to exit 223 (Sanford/Mims) 
Each reservation must be guaranteed with a first night’s deposit or major           Head west on Rt. 46 through Sanford 
 credit card.                                                                                                                         Turn left onto International Parkway                                                                                                                                                                      
Please specify the group name (above) to receive your group rate.                        Take 2nd left – to Marriott 
                                                                                                                                                
Reservation cut-off date:    September 1, 2022                                                         Directions from west on I-4 
 Any reservation after this date is subject to availability                                           Take 429 (toll road) on west side of Disney Properties. 
Refund Policy:  Cancellations, no shows, or early departures without a                Stay on 429 toward Daytona until it ends on CR-46. 
48-hour advance notice will result in forfeiture of one night’s deposit or              Travel to second light and turn right onto International  
a charge of one night’s stay to a credit card.                                                                Parkway. Travel through 3 lights to hotel on left.  



If you choose to use Venmo, you have two choices:     “Friend"  or  "goods/services"
Please only use the “Friend” option.        

The “goods/services” option has a large fee.

Please sign up soon and make your hotel arrangements directly with the hotel.
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Florida DKG State Organization  
Fall Executive Board Meeting 

Registration Form and Automated Payment 
September 23 – 24, 2022 

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary 
 
Please print or type one name per form: 
Name_______________________________________Chapter__________________District___ 
Address_____________________________________City_____________________Zip_______ 
Phone (         ) _______________________________ Email______________________________ 
Please Check all that apply:  ____ Member    ____ Member five years or less ___ First State Meeting 
_____Current Chapter President/Designee    _____Past State President 
_____District Director _____Past District Director 
_____State Officer or Related Personnel___________________________________________ 
_____ State Committee Chairman (Name of Committee) _______________________________ 
_____ Special Dietary Needs (please indicate) ________________________________________ 
 
Registration Deadline: Postmarked on or before September 9, 2022 
Member Registration                     $75.00____   (includes materials and Saturday Lunch)   
Friday night dinner for member   $17.00____    Send to: Carolyn McGowan 
Non-member Friday night dinner $35.00____                                                 230 Overlook Drive                                    
Name: ____________________                                                                          Clermont, Florida, 34711-2428 
Non-member Saturday Luncheon $35.00 ____                                                mmcdm1@aol.com 
Name: ____________________                                                                           352-223-7773 
Late Registration Fee                      $40.00____ 
Total Payment                                  $_________                                                 
No refunds after September 15, 2022 
 
Check online for Convention Schedule/Agenda:     www.dkgflorida.weebly.com 
Please note: Unless you indicate below, your attendance at this meeting gives permission for your photo and 
contact information (if needed) to be used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication.  
_______ No, I do not want my photo or contact information used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication. 
Automated Payment Instructions: 

Download the Venmo Service App using your mobile device. Then proceed with the 
directions below: 

• Select pay or request  
• Enter dcrevels1@gmail.com  
• Fill in the amount  
• Select pay 
• Select send 
• Send in your completed registration form by mail or email to: 

Carolyn McGowan 
230 Overlook Dr, Clermont, FL 34711-2428 
Email: mmcdm1@aol.com 
Cell: 352-223-7773    
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Respect, Recognition, Responsibility, Reflection:
The Four R’s on the Road to the Winners’ Circle

Judith Mix, 1997-1999
Florida DKG State Organization President

Judith Mix, a member of Beta Nu, and a past president of the Florida 
Council of Elementary Educators, served as the 1997-1999 Florida DKG 
State Organization President. Prior to that she was vice-president of the 
state organization. Many members recall the racing themes and decora-
tions at state meetings during her biennium.   

The 1997 Southeast Regional Conference was held in Atlanta, Georgia, 
with 93 from Florida attending. Two hundred sixty-three (263) members at-
tended the 1997 Fall Workshop/Executive Board meeting that year. Ardith 
Inman, International Parliamentarian who passed in August 2022, was the 
Society’s representative.
 
At the 1998 fall statewide meeting, 300 members were in attendance and, during the meeting Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno was invited to honorary state membership. Grants-in-aids were awarded to Native American 
students in Florida, and a new computer, monitor, printer, and appropriate software were purchased for the 
state organization treasurer, Marge Cenower.

Officers serving with Mix during her term included Fran Baumgart, Doris Nesbit, Linda Spurney, Barbara 
Van Diepen, Marjorie Cenower, Yvonne Rice, Myra Ponder, Gwen Carson, and Vivian Landfair. Com-
mittee chairs serving with Judith were Fran Baumgart, Beverly Helms, Marcia Kirkland, Morita Hadlock, 
Marla Thomas-Cannon, Shandra Boyette, Carolyn McGowan, Elaine Hanna, Connie Kostyra, Andrea 
Geiger, Sylvia Duckworth, Ann Levy, Sheryl Shafer, Mary Ellen Cassini, Pamela Trent, Deborah Thom-
as, Sue Ann Reisdorph, Nancy Kerce, Lee Powell, Pat Palmer, Ann Stasiewski, Babs Stewart, Betsy 
Frank, Peggy DuBose, and Carol Ann Casey.

Forty-eight members from Florida attended the 1998 International Convention in Dallas, Texas. Many of the 
members had varying assignments during the general sessions, conducted workshops, performed with the 
handbell ensemble and/or sang in the convention chorus. 

In 1999, the state organization’s 70th birthday was celebrated at the convention. In addition, the state bylaws 
were amended to allow the Executive Board to set the place and dates for future state conventions at the end 
of its term. A state directory was approved to be updated and 
distributed every four years, and two Poarch Indian females 
were given grants-in-aid as part of the Native American Project. 

Additionally, at the state convention Edie Smith and Dr. Beverly 
Helms received the Sara Ferguson Achievement Award.  Rita 
Scott, Judy Arthur, Kate Bowers, Carol Bowman, Betty Jo 
Cortright, Crystal Herold, and Lee Powell received state 
scholarships, and Betty Jo Cortright also received an interna-
tional scholarship. Brenda Johnson and Joy Topkin received 
Golden Gift Stipends.

 Thanks, Judith for your leadership during this biennium, and for 
serving as the state organization’s Executive Secretary,following 
Kris Sternberg. Your service was commendable and your sup-
port of all things DKG, widely recognized and most appreciated. 
May you have many more years to enjoy the benefits 
of your labor for the DKG organization at all levels.
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From the Bylaws Committee

Nancy Marmesh
Florida State Bylaws Chair

nmarmesh@aol.com

The DKG International Convention in New Orle-
ans was well-attended by Florida State members. 
A major portion of the business was devoted to 
decisions related to 120 proposed amendments 
to the Constitution. The Bylaws Committee will be 
evaluating how the newly approved amendments 
will guide proposed changes to our Florida State 
Bylaws.

The Bylaws Committee encourages you to ex-
amine the Florida State Organization Bylaws and 
submit any amendment proposals to the committee 
for consideration at the Florida State Convention in 
April 2023. 

The committee wants to remind you that any pro-
posed changes to the Bylaws must be published in 
the Florida Rays at least 60 days prior to the State 
Convention. The amendment proposal form can be 
found on the Bylaws Committee page of the Florida 
DKG Website. Any member may submit an amend-
ment, but proposed changes must be received by 
November 1, 2022. That is an absolute deadline. 

The Bylaws Committee also wants to remind you 
that, if you haven’t done so already, please up-
date your Chapter Rules to make sure they are in 
compliance with our DKG governing documents. 
After you review your Chapter Rules, please email 
a copy to your Florida Bylaws representative to re-
view or to Nancy Marmesh, Florida State Bylaws 
Chair at nmarmesh@aol.com .

Personnel
Committee

Dr. Nancy Henning, 
Chair

nanhendkg
@yahoo.com

The Florida State Or-
ganization of The Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society International has four ladies 
who receive compensation for the work they do for 
us. The compensation is very little for the task they 
are charged. We all need to express our gratitude and 
thanks to these ladies as often as we can.

Carrie Frye, our Executive Secretary, takes her job 
very seriously and works closely with our president. 
You will see emails from her when communication is 
necessary. Please, when you see these emails, read 
them and take whatever steps are necessary to insure 
our business is taken care of in a timely manner. Al-
ways let Carrie know you received her emails.

Beverly Stagg, our efficient Treasurer, regularly 
keeps in contact with chapter treasurers to make sure 
Florida’s financials are in good order. She reminds 
chapters to make sure all members have current con-
tact information on the international website. Should 
anyone need help, please contact her.

Bonnie Kelley is the state editor. Florida should be 
very proud of not only all the good things we do for 
education and our members, but also the Florida 
Rays which lets us read what is happening in Florida. 
Bonnie does an outstanding job and is regularly com-
mended by other states for her skills. Bonnie is a good 
resource for helping chapters get all members to up-
date contact information on the international website 
since that database is the source of her mailing list. 

Missy Jones, our webmaster, keeps all members 
updated on all activities in Florida. Remember, in order 
for Missy to keep us informed, chapters need to send 
meeting dates or any dates for fundraisers. Missy 
would also be glad to help any chapter needing assis-
tance with designing a website or getting the website 
approved by our international society.

This coming year your Personnel Committee will be 
charged with the work review of these four ladies who 
work so tirelessly for our society. If you have any ob-
servations you would like to share, please contact one 
of the committee members- Nancy Henning, Carol 
Ann Casey, and Roxanne Berger.



The 2022 Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar

When I was initially asked to attend the Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar, I was reluctant. I did not 
think that I was going to learn things that would help me with my work within my classroom or my goals to im-
prove as a teacher leader. In my mind, being a part of DKG was an isolated involvement. More importantly, I 
did not feel as if I would have a “place” in DKG Leadership because many of the women who I had previously 
met did not look like me. I honestly felt as if it would be a series of monotonous lectures and endless activities 
that would not serve any purpose. A text message from Pat Litterick expressing concern and ladies posi-
tioned in the hallway to welcome me by name, instantly changed my feelings. I immediately knew that I was 
invited and welcomed to attend the Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar. When I walked into our first 
meeting, every feeling or concern that I initially had faded away. I immediately leaned in, dropped my guard, 
and decided to trust the process. And I am so grateful that I did.

My experience at the Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar was transformational. Not only did I learn 
more about the history, purpose, and work of Delta Kappa Gamma, I learned how I could contribute. The 
informational meetings and activities helped me learn more about myself and how I can improve in my class-
room and outside of the classroom. We also had a lot of fun! There was something so powerful and magical 
about a group of women coming together from different walks of life and focusing on elevating the teaching 
profession that caused me to have chills. It was a beautiful sight to witness and life changing for me to be a 
part of such a group. Being among a group of women filled with passion, wisdom, love, and courage was truly 
an amazing experience for me. The sense of community that was present was beautiful. We learned, shared, 
laughed, and collaborated to evolve into stronger educators and to elevate the education profession.

Daily, classroom teachers are caught in limbo between functioning as an assigned leader within the class-
room and an emergent leader outside of the classroom. Although the primary responsibility of a classroom 
teacher is for instructional purposes; classroom teachers go above and beyond to improve the educational 
experiences for students daily. In the midst of trying to find or make ways to enable students to participate in 
an event or to partake in an activity, teachers morph into transformers, shooting stars. They make the impos-
sible, possible. It is in these magnifying moments that classroom teachers cross a threshold and reposition 
themselves as an emergent leader for a greater cause because of their passion for the teaching profession. 
To those who are being asked to attend, or who are considering the Florida Jesslyn McBride Leadership Sem-
inar, I urge you to attend. It is an unforgettable experience. 

A special thank you to Beth Hess for always challenging me to “be present” in all spaces, to Carol Ann Ca-
sey who never gave up on me and ensured that I attend, to the 2022 DKG Florida Jesslyn McBride Leader-
ship Seminar participants, all of you are pure #DOPENESS. And to the DKG Florida Jesslyn McBride Leader-
ship Team, thank you for being the hearts, compasses, and lighthouses of the world.

Dr. Precious Symonette, Participant, Member of Pi Chapter 

 Page 9                                      FLORIDA RAYS                            Fall 2022



Page 10                                          FLORIDA RAYS                                           Fall 2022

Planning to Vote in November 2022? 
Reminders from the State Legislative Committee

Dr. Vivian Posey, Chair
vivposey@gmail.com

Now that the long, lazy summer is a distant memory and the beach equipment is packed and stored, election 
season is well underway! While we think that elections are traditionally on the November calendar of “to-dos,” 
it is important to remind friends and family members that there is no time like the present to prepare a plan for 
voting in just a few weeks in the General Election. Do you want to have a say in who is elected to your county 
School Board, Florida House, Senate, and Governor? If so, the following checklist will help you be ready for 
the November general election!

___ 1. The deadline to register for the November 8th  election is October 11th. If you have moved recently, 
update your voter registration to your new address before that date. 

___ 2. Check to see that you are registered before October 11th by going to vote411.org. This is a quick and 
easy step to take to verify that you are eligible to vote in the General Election in November. (Do not assume 
that you are!)

___ 3. Put November 8th on your calendar for voting in-person. If you are not able to vote in-person on Elec-
tion Day, plan to vote early or vote-by-mail. (Remember to check your county Supervisor of Elections' website 
for dates of early voting. These can be different in different counties.)

____4. If you plan to vote-by-mail and do not receive your ballot from the Supervisor of Elections' office in 
your county by October 6, you must request one. The deadline to request a vote-by-mail ballot is October 29. 
Vote- by-mail ballots must be received by the Supervisor of Elections office no later than 7:00 p.m. on Election 
Day, (November 8th)

____5. If you have a family member who is away at college on November 8th, but is eligible to vote in the 
General Election, be sure they have requested a vote-by-mail ballot be sent to them. Parents/Guardians can 
request the vote-by-mail ballot as a designee for their child.

___ 6. Learn all you can about the candidates who are running for office and the positions they have tak-
en in the past on issues that concern you. Here are some great sites to use for this research- Vote411.org, 
votesmart.org, or Ballotpedia.org. Also, look for upcoming debates or forums in your area that you can attend 
to learn more about the candidates and the issues. Many of these will be offered virtually as well as in person. 

____ 7. Know where your polling location is if you plan to vote in person. The location may have changed 
since you last voted, and it is important to be sure you are voting in the correct precinct for your address.
 
____ 8. If you know someone who wants to vote in person, but does not have transportation, offer to take 
them with you! Or contact voteriders.org to see if free transportation to the polls is available in your area. 
Voting is a RIGHT, but also a RESPONSIBILITY! 

 Purpose 4 of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International states: "To initiate, endorse and support desir-
able legislation or other suitable endeavors in the interests of education and of women educators." 

As DKG members, we should be informed, active voters who model this purpose
 and support our fellow educators!
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Florida Star of the Southeast 2022:
Fern Cleary

The recipient of the Star of the Southeast, from 
Florida, is known for her perseverance and attention 
to detail.

She researched and printed a history of her chap-
ter; researched and created a booklet listing all the 
schools in Florida that were named for women; and   
beautifully presented the Ceremony of Remem-
brance at the Florida State Convention nine years 
ago.

Our recipient taught science for 29 years and was 
awarded the “Outstanding Florida Science Teacher” 
by the Florida Association of Science Teachers.

In her chapter, she served as president and partici-
pated in committees wherever she was needed for 
more than 45 years.

At the state level, she served as committee chairman 
of Bylaws, World Fellowship, Membership, and the 
Necrology Ceremony. She also served as a member 
of many state committees including Nominations, 
Professional Affairs, Research, Scholarships, and 
Arts and Crafts. She was a presenter at the Florida 
Leadership Seminar for four years.

She helped plan and execute the Florida Breakfasts 
and Luncheons at numerous DKG Southeast Re-
gional Conferences and International Conventions 
throughout the country.

Our recipient was born in Pennsylvania. She earned 
her B.S. degree from Geneva College and earned 
her M.Ed. degree from the University of Pittsburgh.

Our recipient became a member of Beta Omega 
Chapter in 1976 in Pinellas County, Florida. During 

her chapter presidency, she undertook the project of 
buying hearing aids for children.

Her most important qualities include being gracious, 
encouraging and supportive. She has truly been an 
inspiration to many others.

Fern Cleary, a friend and mentor to many, is 
Florida Star of the Southeast for 2022.

Awards Committee

Dr. Marlisa Santos, Chair
santosm@nova.edu

The 2021-2023 Florida State Awards committee 
is pleased to oversee the important responsibility 
of facilitating the award of our DKG Florida State 
Organization’s most distinguished honors. These 
awards include the Sarah B. Ferguson Award, the 
Media Friend of Education Award, and the Legisla-
tive Friend of Education Award. We ask that chapter 
leaders work with chapter members to submit nomi-
nations for the Media and Legislative Awards. These
awards are given to legislators and media sources 
in the state of Florida (local, county, or state level) 
who have made positive contributions to educa-
tion. Please discuss with your chapters and help us 
recognize those government and media leaders in 
our communities who help effect positive change for 
education. The deadline for these award nomina-
tions is January 15, 2023.

Guidelines and applications for all awards can be 
found on the Florida DKG website under the Awards 
committee page: https://dkgflorida.weebly.com/
awards-committee.html. Please contact Dr. Marlisa 
Santos at santosm@nova.edu with any questions.



was not only palpable but motivational. The induction 
of new members will be in the fall. We will continue to 
support other projects that promote education in our 
community.

Incoming officers will assume their responsibilities 
for 2022-2024 as of July 1. They are President, Dr. 
Monica Hayes; President-Elect, Stacy Thompson; 
Vice President, Jennifer Guarraia; Corresponding 
Secretary, Regina Daniels; Recording Secretary, 
Nikki Abels; and Treasurer Rhonda Work.

The mission of Delta Kappa Gamma Society Inter-
national is to promote 
professional and personal 
growth of women educa-
tors and excellence in
education. DKG’s reach 
includes seventeen 
countries around the world 
and forty-two states in the 
United States. 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International was 
founded on May 11, 1929, at the Faculty Women’s 

Club at the University 
of Texas, Austin. Texas 
is fast approaching its 
one-hundredth anniversa-
ry. The Founders believed 
that there was need for 
an organization in which 
women educators—ru-
ral and urban teachers; 

preschool, elementary, high school, college, and 
university teachers; librarians; school administrators; 
supervisors—might be united for efforts toward better 
professional preparation, recognition of women’s 
work in the teaching profession, and scholarships 
for those needing aid in improving their professional 
preparation. 

It is both an honor and a privilege to have a sponsor 
for membership in Delta Kappa Gamma International. 
The women of the Alpha Kappa Chapter diligent-
ly continue to serve as role models for women in 
education and to foster the mission and goals of the 
Society. For further information, please contact Dr. 
Monica Hayes at drmonicaclc@gmail.com .

Beta Chi Chapter

Beginning July 18, 2022, Missy Jones, the webmas-
ter for the Florida Organization of DKG, attended Air 
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Sharing Chapter Experiences
Alpha Kappa Chapter 

Jennifer Guarraia of Alpha Kappa Chapter has 
received a Cornetet Individual Professional Devel-
opment Award in the amount of $1,190. She plans 
to use her award to attend the Teach Your Heart 
Out Game On Conference. We are pleased that a 
member from your state has received assistance to 
enhance her professional expertise.
 
All educators, members and non-members, who 
need professional development assistance should 
check the DKG International Educators Foundation 
website for the Cornetet Individual Professional De-
velopment Award information and application. Apply, 
as did Jennifer. Congratulations, Jennifer! She will 
be recognized at Florida's State Convention.

Thanks to the fabulous leadership of President 
Nancy Rosenbaum, Alpha Kappa Chapter in Talla-
hassee has successfully weathered a once in a hun-
dred years pandemic, and its consequent restrictions 
and limitations.

The Big Bend Delta Kappa Gamma Consortium met 
in May to celebrate Founders’ Day and to induct the 
incoming leaders for the next biennium. Following a 
lovely and motivational Founders’ Day program, the 
members of Alpha Kappa held a business meeting 
to discuss the upcoming biennium. The sisters had 
a spirited discussion of priority projects.There was 
great support for continuing the Early Learning Coa-
lition book drive. Members were also very enthusias-
tic about the support we have given to the Southern 
Scholarship Foundation House at Florida State 
University. The residents have expressed their grat-
itude, not only for the support of food, kitchen items, 

and other needs, 
but also mentoring 
provided by some 
of the sisters. A new 
project suggested 
was to collect books 
for the Department 
of Corrections for 
distribution of the 
books to various 
correctional facili-
ties.

There is also interest in ensuring that we pay atten-
tion to the needs of teachers new to the profession, 
as well as to the seasoned teachers. Our chapter 
will focus on efforts to attract new, younger teachers. 
Enthusiasm was high and the sense of sisterhood 



Camp in Dayton, Ohio. Beta Chi provided Missy with  
$500 which paid for her fllight to and from Dayton, 
along with the $100 deposit.

Gamma Delta Chapter

Gamma Delta held their annual banquet, their first 
one since 2019, on Tuesday, May 3, 2022, and the 
theme was “Run for the Roses.” Members and guests 
wore hats and/or fascinators for this BIG event. 
We inducted six new members and reinstated two 
members. Roxanne Berger, DKG State President; 
Carrie Frye, DKG State Executive Secretary; and 
Carolyn McGowan, Gamma Delta’s Membership 
Chair, officiated with the installation of officers for 
the 2022-2024 biennium. We awarded one chapter 
grant-in-aid to an education major at the University 
of Central Florida, one in-house chapter scholarship 
to a member to help offset the cost of attaining her 
PhD, and our first annual grant-in-aid “Joyce Stevens 
Memorial Scholarship,” to an education major at the 
University of Central Florida.

On July 29, 2022, our Executive Board met to 
discuss our plans for 2022-2023. Goals include 
inducting 3-5 new members as well as at least one 
collegiate member, inviting DKG’s State President, 
and Co-District Directors to our meetings/socials and 
having a joint meeting with our neighboring chapter, 
Delta XI. Some chapter projects are Adopt a Teacher, 
gift cards to Kid’s Central, raising funds for chapter 
scholarships, Schools for Africa and DKG’s State Ed-
ucational Foundation, Emergency Fund, Legislation 
and World Fellowship. 

The second annual “pool party social” was held on 
Saturday, August 20th, from 3:30-6:30 p.m. at the 
home of Diane Revels. Grilled hamburgers and 
hot dogs with all the fixings were served along with  
sides, desserts, tea, lemonade, and water.

Gamma Nu Chapter 

Florida DKG State Pres-
ident Roxanne Berger 
approved a new fundraiser 
for Gamma Nu. The chap-
ter is very excited to offer 
an opportunity for all DKG 
sisters to order an embroi-
dered DKG shirt to wear to 
chapter, district, state, and 
international functions!

Each shirt embroidered with an approved DKG logo 
is $35.00 each. Available sizes are ladies XS-4XL. A 
size chart for your reference is available upon your 
request.To order yours, please include your size in an 
email to mholleran8890@gmail.com

Here is your electronic payment link: 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/
6V9DRS0RQGM3G/checkout/5VKRDQLYGBSCB-
BUHWV2RPFK4

Florida Gathering at International

Dr. Nancy Henning, as immediate past president, 
was inducted into the “Order of the Orange Blos-
soms,” and Roxanne Berger was acknowledged as 
the 2021–2023 state president. These events had not 
taken place earlier due to COVID and the cancella-
tion of the convention in Philadelphia. 

Carrie Frye asked members of Roxanne’s former 
chapter, Beta Iota, to prepare Roxanne's DKG his-
tory. Susan Salesses wrote an acrostic poem which 
encapsulated Roxanne’s DKG road to the presiden-
cy. Carrie orchestrated a roast for Roxanne, and 
Terry Stanilonis served as script writer/narrator for 
this humorous skit. (Connie Kostyra stole the show.) 
Members who traveled by automobile graciously 
provided an abundance of snacks and drinks for this 
special gathering of Florida members in New Orle-
ans. Thank you to all who participated.
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Featured Artist 
from DKG International's 

Fine Arts Gallery & State's Betty 
Thornton Arts & Crafts Gallery

Lillian Burcham
Delta Xi

District IV

After graduating from Barry University in Miami Shores 
in 1968, Lillian Burcham taught elementary school for 
30 years in Broward County. Before retiring, she had 
taught all the grades, first through fifth. Interestingly, she 
earned her Master’s Degree in Science Education from 
Florida Tech in Melbourne, Florida. 

Lillian has been a DKG member for 28 years and is 
a past president of Alpha Alpha Chapter in Broward 
County, District V. Upon retiring from teaching in 1998, 
she moved with her husband Jerry to The Villages in 

2000, where she joined Gamma Delta Chapter, 
District IV. In 2018, Lillian  became a Found-
ing Member of Delta Xi in District IV with 5 
other Gamma Delta members who lived in The 
Villages. She served as 2nd Vice President of 
Delta Xi Chapter for four years and currently is 
parliamentarian.
 
Lillian was browsing YouTube and saw a rag 
rug being made. She was fascinated and also 
“needed something to do.” She went to garage 
sales to buy used sheets, tablecloths, and left-
over fabrics, as it takes a lot of large sized fabric 
to make the rug. The fabric is torn into large 
strips and crocheted with a very large crochet 
hook. 

The rag rug was on display at the 2019 Betty 
Thornton Arts and Crafts Gallery. Lillian is plan-
ning to enter another unique arts and craft for 
the 2023 Betty Thornton Arts and Crafts Gallery.
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Written by Beth Hess
Delta Gamma President, 2020 - 2022

The Vase

The cabinet tells a story of gifts from long ago
Of Roses, Baby’s Breath, Carnations

Celebrations sent in love. 
Petals drop so slowly

And stems begin to wilt 
The beauty of the memory

Etched in the gift, so heartfelt.
In time the roses droop, no longer 

Standing tall, and one by one they are
Removed, from this beautiful gift of love.

The moment of realization when They are no
Longer regarded; Lemon Joy “swishes” inside of

What’s left -  an empty vase - ready to be discarded.
But wait, there is a story that only a few can perceive;

Symbolically, …  the best part is not in the Rose, but the
Tale of what the Vase means.    For it is the Vase that holds 

the memory. It’s what one can still see. For the Vase represents 
WHO  WE  ARE  -   Your supporters  -  from D K G.    And it is the vase 
That Offers reinforcement, for you,  our  “Newest Rose”  to Stand Tall 

To become all that you can be. The vase is Translucent and Unpretentious, 
Yet Fiercely purposed in protecting your weaving stems.  These are the stems 

that represent all you do as an educator showcasing the budding petals of many. 
We  Are  Your  Vase.  We Will Hold You Up, promising to be the “Secret Powder 

from the Packet” supporting, offering longevity to your Educational Calling.
And we are Useful, Providing Opportunities for You to Grow with New

 Arrangements, blooming once again, just as you did 
on the day that you received this Rose.

We give you this Rose as a symbol of DKG. This Rose will 
not last, but the Support of these Ladies will, for We Are Your Vase.
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Betty Thornton Arts & Crafts Exhibition
Florida State Spring Convention, April 28 - 30, 2023

 

Lonnie Kirsch, Chair, lonchobee@gmail.com

The biennial celebration of the Betty Thornton Arts & Crafts Exhibi-
tion will take place at the Spring Convention held at the Lake Mary 
Marriott, April 28 - 30, 2023. This is the time for all participating 
members to display their gifts and talents in the areas of Art, Mu-
sic, Drama, Writing, and Crafting categories including Needlework, 
Crocheting, Quilting, and Sculpting. The Educational Excellence 
Committee would like to give members enough time to SHARE this 
information with all applicants, so they will have plenty of time to 
PREPARE their exhibits, and REGISTER for this grand event using 
the form below. Chapters should encourage members to share their arts and crafts at a meeting, too! The 
registration form is to be mailed by April 1, 2023, to Lonnie Kirsch, who coordinates this event. 

Please remind applicants that IF there is a category that is not mentioned on the form to please fill in the 
appropriate category and complete the registration form found below. We want to make this an exciting and 
fun exhibition, so please consider attending and bringing your PASSION! Also, encourage other members of 
your chapter who may not have participated in the Arts & Crafts Exhibition in the past to bring their wonderful 
talents to display in the gallery at this convention. Additionally, if a member or members are musically talent-
ed, a live performance or a recorded performance would enhance the gallery and add another dimension to 
celebrate all talents at this event. The Educational Excellence Committee would like to promote Florida State 
members in celebrating their talents, accomplishments, and personal growth.

REGISTRATION FORM: Please print or type one name per form.
Name_________________________________________Chapter __________________________District___  
Address_____________________________________________City____________________Zip __________
Phone____________________ Email________________________________________________________

I plan to enter the following item(s) in the Arts and Crafts Exhibit: 
(Check all that apply)

Painting(s): ___oil ___watercolor ___photography ___other (specify) ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Needlework(s): ___knitting ___crochet ___crewel ___embroidery ___sewing ___other (specify) ___________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Literary work(s): ___poetry ___short story ___novel ___other (specify) ______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Miscellaneous arts, crafts and/or musical arrangements: ___(specify)________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Recordings may be used to demonstrate musical expertise or give a live performance. We are encouraging all 
members who have musical talent to perform either live, or bring a taped recording (DVD) to be played during 
the Galleria of Arts.

SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: Lonnie Kirsch at lonchobee@gmail.com or 500 S.W. 28th Terrace 
Okeechobee, FL 34974

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: April 1, 2023
 An acceptance email & directions will be sent 

upon receipt of this form.
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Sharon R. A. Wallen Presented with 
the Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award 

by Marquis Who's Who

Uniondale, NY, February 01, 2022

Marquis Who's Who, the world's premier publisher of bi-
ographical profiles, is proud to present Sharon R. A. Wallen 
with the Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award. 
An accomplished listee, Ms. Wallen celebrates many years' 
experience in her professional network, and has been noted 

for achievements, leadership qualities, and the credentials and successes she has accrued in her field. As in 
all Marquis Who's Who biographical volumes, individuals profiled are selected on the basis of current refer-
ence value. Factors such as position, noteworthy accomplishments, visibility, and prominence in a field are all 
taken into account during the selection process.

Now retired, Ms. Wallen previously taught Advanced Academics as an elementary school teacher for the 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools. Having dedicated much of her time to talented children, she notably 
established the gifted program at South Point Elementary School in Miami Beach in 1996 and later served 
as a curriculum support specialist at the division of Advanced Academics at her school district between 2006 
and 2009. Presently, Ms. Wallen continues to support education as a National Board Certified Teacher with 
Wallen's Global Learners and as a consultant for Solace Place. In these roles, she is dedicated to building 
wellness strategies, empowerment habits, confidence, self-knowledge, critical thinking, and creativity skills in 
clients and her work.

A published author, Ms. Wallen released "Grateful Reflec-
tions Journal" in April 2021, and "TLC Tender Loving Care" 
in 2019. She previously published along with her students, 
"Intentions of Fifth Graders" in 2018, "Vive Moi! Hooray for 
Me" in 2017, "Make Your Mark" in 2016, and "Live Meaning-
fully Today" in 2015.

Supporting her career, Ms. Wallen is a member of the Flor-
ida Association of the Gifted. She is also active with Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society International, and participates in an 
International and National Travel Club, the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness, and Steve Harrison's 2021 Class of Na-
tional Publicity Summit. Likewise dedicated to civic advoca-
cy, Ms. Wallen was a volunteer participant with her Class in 
a Pet Blanket Drive in 2019.

Ms. Wallen received a Bachelor of Science in psychology 
and sociology at Brooklyn College in 1982, followed by a 
Master of Science in elementary education at Nova South-
eastern University in Florida in 1988. She holds a certificate 
in early childhood, in elementary education with additional endorsements in gifted education, and in English 
for speakers of other languages.

Highlighting her success, she received a Spirit of Service-Learning Certificate of Appreciation in recognition 
of her dedication to her students' academic growth as engaged citizens during the 2018 to 2019 academ-
ic school year. She was also a Best and Brightest Highly Effective Teacher Designee for student curricular 
achievement growth for the 2017-2018 and the 2018-2019 school years. Furthermore, Ms. Wallen received 
several honors for her contributions to the local community, including a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf 
of the mayor, the board of county commissioners, and the residents of Miami-Dade County, Florida. She also 
received Outstanding Teacher Awards for past students' National Dean's List and National Honor Roll status, 
and was an Honoring Our Nation's Most Respected Teachers Recipient and Outstanding American Teachers 
National Honor Roll Recipient.



She was a devout Methodist and 
was active in the First United 
Methodist Church of Wauchula 
singing in the choir, teaching the 
Good Samaritan Sunday School 
class, and participating in the 
Wednesday Musicale.

Since 1965, Roxie was an active 
member of DKG's Alpha Gamma 
Chapter serving as chaplain for 
more than 20 years.Her love of 
animals led her to working in Hen-
derson's Animal Clinic.

Viewing was held on June 20, 
2022, at the First United Methodist 
Church of Wauchula. Her funeral 
service followed with Pastor Josh 
Laden officiating and internment 
at Wauchula Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, expressions of sympathy 
may take the form of contributions 
to either the First United Methodist 
Church of Wauchula or Hardee 
Animal Rescue Team.

Ednell Chandler
Beta Lambda Chapter

District I
July 6, 2022

Linden, Alabama

Ednell Chandler, a resident of Lin-
den, Alabama, was a faithful mem-
ber of Beta Lambda Chapter in 
Pensacola, Florida, for 53 years, 
even after she moved to Alabama 
to care for her twin sister. She was 
initiated into Beta Lambda Chapter 
in the first new member initiation 
after the chapter was chartered. 

Ednell graduated from Auburn Uni-
versity and did graduate work at 
the University of West Florida. She 
worked for the Escambia School 
District in Florida, from 1956-1995 
as a first grade teacher for eight 
years, third grade teacher for five 
years, and an elementary mathe-
matics specialist for 27 years.

Roxie Irene Bentley
Alpha Gamma Chapter

District VI
June 11, 2022

Wauchula, Florida

Roxie Irene Bentley,"Your True 
Storyteller," of Wauchula, Flori-
da, passed from this life on June 
11, 2022, at Advent Health Lake 
Wales, under the care of VITAS 
Hope Hospice.

She was born in Tampa, Florida, 
on March 12,1927. Roxie graduat-
ed from Florida Southern College 
in Lakeland, Florida, and Western 
Carolina University in Cullowhee, 
North Carolina. 

Roxie taught second grade in 
Zolfo Springs, Florida, for more 
than 25 years and was instrumen-
tal in setting up the program for 
exceptional children in Hardee, 
Desoto, and Highlands Counties. 
Roxie loved teaching and hun-
dreds of children were blessed to 
have her as their teacher.  

Evelyn M. Etheredge
Gamma Iota Chapter

District II
July 7, 2022

Chiefland, Florida

Evelyn McGehee Etheredge was 
born on May 18, 1922, in Newber-
ry, Florida, the ninth of ten chil-
dren. Evelyn attended Newberry 
High School where she was a part 
of the 1941 women's basketball 
Suwannee Conference and district 
title team. This squad went unde-
feated and untied.

Following graduation from high 
school in 1941, Evelyn attended 
Berry College in Mount Berry, 
Georgia. In 1946, she graduated 
from the University of Georgia with 
a degree in home economics.

Evelyn moved to Chiefland the 
same year she graduated from 
college. She started her teach-
ing career as a home economics 
teacher at Chiefland High School. 
At a later date, she moved to 
elementary education and taught 
second grade.

After teaching for more than 30 
years, she retired in 1983 which 
is the same year that she joined 
DKG. Evelyn liked to spend time 
sewing, quilting, and participating 
in church activities.

Evelyn accomplished a lot in her 
lifetime. Recently, she added an-
other special milestone to her list 
of achievements. Evelyn celebrat-
ed her birthday in May. This year 
she celebrated turning 100 years 
old!

Virginia S. James
Rho Chapter

District 4
January 20, 2022

 Port Orange, Florida
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Virginia S. James, 95, died peace-
fully on January 20, 2022, in Port 
Orange, Florida, where she resid-
ed in recent years. She previously 
resided in New Britain, Easton, 
and North Branford, Connecticut. 
Born on July 9, 1926, in New Brit-
ain, Virginia, she was the middle 
child of five. 

Virginia graduated from Middle-
bury College and initially worked 
as Advertising Manager for Fafnir 
Ball Bearings, the first woman to 
hold that position. After several 
years in business, she switched to 
a career in education and began 
as an elementary school teacher 
in Wilton and Westport, Con-
necticut. This began what would 
ultimately be 40 years of teaching 
in Connecticut Public Schools, 
primarily in Wallingford.

To further her education career, 
Virginia obtained a Masters de-
gree from Yale University and a 
Ph.D. in Education of the Gifted 
and Talented from the University
of Connecticut. She completed ad-
ditional studies through New York 
University, Southern Connecticut 
State College, and the University 
of Arizona.

In 1950, Virginia married William 
H. James, then Superintendent of 
Schools in Easton, Connecticut. In 
June 1955, she and William jointly 

graduated from Yale University – 
she with her Masters, he with his 
Ph.D. A year later they welcomed 
their daughter, Hillery. 

Virginia and William enjoyed 
64 years of marriage. It was his 
passing which prompted Virginia’s 
relocation to Florida to be near 
Hillery and her husband.

All her life, Virginia spent summers 
in beloved New Harbor, Maine, 
where her grandparents first 
visited in 1914, and her parents 
bought a cottage in 1954. 

She was devoted to family, loyal, 
and generous. She enjoyed 
connecting with all living things. 
In character, Virginia was intel-
ligent, brave, disciplined, and 
deeply spiritual. She loved books, 
learning, traveling and adventure. 
She sought excellence, forgave 
freely, cherished art and music, 
and embraced life with humor and 
enthusiasm.

Virginia loved connecting with oth-
ers. She enjoyed fellowship with 
women educators through active 
participation in Delta Kappa Gam-
ma since 1957. She served as 
State President for Connecticut. 
She also belonged to DAR and 
AAUW; and was active in church.

Alyce Jean Marshall
Xi Chapter
District V

July 24, 2022
Plantation, Florida

Alyce Jean Marshall worked in the 
Broward County School District 
for many years as an elementa-
ry teacher and media specialist. 
She was active in local, state, 
and national politics as a Precinct 
Committee person. 

Since September of 2011, Alyce 
was an active member and in-

volved in Xi Chapter projects and 
served as an officer and member 
of the Executive Board.

She was a member of the Friends 
of the African American Research 
Library and Cultural Center in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Ruth Lynn McCrary
Delta Theta Chapter

District I
May 10, 2022
Chipley, FL

Ruth Lynn McCrary, age 81, of 
Chipley, Florida, passed from this 
life, following a lengthy illness, on
May 10, 2022, in her home with 
a beautiful smile on her face and 
surrounded by her loving family.
She was born on December 18, 
1940, in Jackson County, Florida.
Ruth was a member of First Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Chipley, 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International, and the Washington 
County Friends of the Library.

She graduated from Graceville 
High School in 1958, married Ju-
lian B. McCrary in 1961, and
graduated from Florida State Uni-
versity in 1962. She received her 
master’s degree from Troy State 
University in 1971 and completed 
the doctoral coursework at Florida 
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State University in 1994. During 
these years, she gave birth to her 
daughter and son.

Ruth retired twice during her 
educational career. Initially she 
served 36 years, primarily within 
the Washington County School 
District. She began teaching at 
Caryville Elementary School.
She also taught at Kate M. Smith 
Elementary School prior to be-
coming the curriculum coordinator 
and then assistant principal. From 
1978 -1983, she served as a tech-
nical assistant, coordinator, and 
then administrator at the Panhan-
dle Area Educational Consortium.

In 1983 she was named the 
Director of Elementary Education 
at the Washington County School 
District Office in Chipley. During 
this time, she was recognized by 
the Commissioner of Education, 
Betty Castor, elected to the Florida 
Elementary and Middle Schools 
Commission of the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools 
and assisted in the school im-
provement efforts nationally.

From 1986 -1989, she was the 
Vernon Middle School Principal, 
and in 1989 Ruth served as the 
first female high school principal 
in Washington County when she 
was named the principal of Vernon 
Middle/High School. Ruth was 
recognized as Florida’s Second-
ary School Principal for Region I 
prior to becoming the Director of 
Instruction at the School District 
Office in 1994 and retiring in 1998.

Her second educational career 
included assignments as interim 
principal at Vernon High School
and as Principal at the Vernon 
Place, a Washington County 
juvenile justice facility serving 
adjudicated females. She was also 
assistant and consultant to the 
Washington County Educational 
Program at Eckerd which served 
adjudicated males in the juvenile 
justice system in Okeechobee, 

Florida.

Ruth served as the chair of the lay 
leader and ministerial committees 
and was also a Sunday School 
teacher and education superin-
tendent at her church. Prior to 
her lengthy illness, Ruth served 
as president of the Washington 
County Friends of the Library, an 
officer in the Woman’s Club, and a 
member of the Board of Directors 
for the Educational Foundation at 
Chipola College.

She was a 47-year member of 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International. Ruth was active at
the local, state, regional and inter-
national levels. Inducted into Phi 
chapter of DKG in 1975, Ruth
served as its president and then 
when the chapter expanded and 
Delta Theta chapter was formed,
she also served as its president. 
She was inducted into the state 
organization’s Hall of Fame in
2005, and in 2015, received the 
Sara B. Ferguson Achievement 
Award. She was also very active
at the regional and international 
levels of the organization.

Following an extraordinary and 
amazing personal and profession-
al life, Ruth spent her last five
years confined to her home being 
cared for by her family and Emer-
ald Coast Hospice.

Dr. Eloise S. Ramsey
Delta Mu Chapter

District I
June 11, 2022

Blountstown, Florida

Inducted in October of 1971, Dr. 
Eloise Ramsey was a Delta Kappa 
Gamma member for 50 years. 
During that time in this small chap-
ter, she served in many different 
capacities.

Eloise taught History and Physical 
Education at the middle school 

level for 30 years.

Marilyn Terry-Murphy
Lambda Chapter

District III
July 19, 2022

Lakeland, Florida

Marilyn Terry-Murphy, age 74, 
passed away on July 19, 2022. 
She was born on July 24,1947.
Marilyn was a high school busi-
ness education teacher, sponsor 
for the Future Business Leaders of 
America, and President of the Polk 
County Retired Educators.. 

After joining DKG in September of 
1984, Marilyn served as Lambda 
Chapter President and Treasurer 
for over 22 years. She was knowl-
edgeable member and enthusias-
tic supporter of DKG.

Marilyn always attended South-
east Regional meetings and 
International Conventions with her 
travel partner Yvonne McShay.

At the state level, Marilyn served 
on the World Fellowship Commit-
tee, along with other Florida com-
mittees. Marilyn was elected into 
the Florida DKG Hall of Fame.

At the district level, Marilyn served 
as District III Registrar for its bien-
nial meetings. You could always 
find her at the registration table 
greeting fellow members.
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Directions for Setting Up Your DKG Log-in & Profile 
 

You will need your membership # to log-in!! This can be found on your membership 
card, DKG publications, or contact your chapter president or treasurer if you need 
assistance finding your number. You can also use the Chat feature on the DKG 
website to ask for your membership #. 
 
1. Open Google Chrome or Firefox on laptops or desktops or Safari on iPads.  

2. Go to www.dkg.org   

3. Click “Sign In” tab near top of page  

4. Click “Username” and enter your DKG I.D.# (from membership card or DKG 
publication)  

5. Click “Password” and enter the generic password dkg2014society OR click 
“Forgot My Password”  (If you choose Forgot My Password, a new window opens. 
Enter your DKG I.D.# and International will send you an email with a link to 
change your password.) OR click on the chat feature and ask for a reset of your 
password. 

6. Click “MyDKG” or your name at the top.  

7. Click “Change My Password” and enter a password of your choice!!  

8. Complete the “About Me” information by clicking the small pencil icon. This 
opens text boxes where you can type phone #, email address, & birthday. Scroll 
down to “My Address” and click pencil icon to change your address.  
 Be sure to click the  SAVE  button!!  

9. IMPORTANT Step:  Click “My Participation” tab near top of page.  
 Scroll down to “Communication Preferences” near bottom of page. Select 

the check boxes for how you would like information from DKG International 
to be sent to you. If you do NOT check Yes, Include my DKG Profile in the 
Online Directory, no one will see your information!!  

 Be sure to click the  SAVE  button!!  

10. OPTIONAL!! If you choose to enter a detailed profile, click the DKG Profile 
button near the top left side of “Communication Preferences” page.  
 A YouTube video on creating your profile can be found at: 
http://www.dkg.org/DKGMember/Committees/Society_Business/Communication_
Publicity_Assets/Video-Profile.aspx   



Information Sources 

DKG Florida Website
https://dkgflorida.weebly.com

DKG Florida 
on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/
DKG-Florida-State-Organiza-

tion-128818413969052/

DKG Florida on Twitter
@DKGMuState FL 

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation Website

www.fldkgef.org

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Facebook
www.facebook.com/FLDKGEF

Florida DKG Educational 
Foundation on Twitter

@FLDKGEF

Florida Rays
 

Members are encouraged 
to email information to 
be used in the Florida 

Rays to Bonnie Kelley at 
MuStateEditor@gmail.com

    December 1.....Winter
    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1.............Summer           
    August 1...............Fall

Florida DKG State 
Fall Executive Board Meeting & Workshops

September 23 - 24, 2022
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Florida DKG Educational Foundation's Educational 
Grants & Professional Development applications

Due by February 1, 2023

Myrna Santos Chapter Recognition applications
Due March 1, 2023

Florida DKG State Spring Convention
April 28 - 30, 2023

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

DKG International Conferences
July 11-16, 2023 

Detroit, Michigan - The Westin Book Cadillac

July 18-22, 2023
Phoenix, Arizona  - Sheraton Wild Horse Pass

July 26-29, 2023 
Tampere, Finland - Tampere Hall

DKG International Convention 
Summer of 2024

 National Harbor, Maryland - Gaylord National, D.C. Area

DKG International Convention 
Summer of 2026

Aurora, Colorado- Gaylord Rockies
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