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Planting, Watering, and Growing Our Society

What’s Inside?

It is now time to start preparing for our September 23 - 24 Fall Workshop/Executive Board Meeting at the 
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary. We are in the process of receiving requests to present workshop sessions for 
our Friday and Saturday schedules. Workshop request forms are available in this newsletter and can be 
found on the Mu State website at www.mustateflorida.weebly.com. These should be sent to Mu State 1st 
Vice-President Carol Ann Casey at carolca@bellsouth.net.  
 
Let’s begin to promote Fall Workshop to all members, and as soon as possible, send your Fall Workshop 
Registration Form available in this newsletter and on the Mu State website to our State Meetings Treasur-
er Pat Eckstein, 6939 Sylvan Woods Drive, Sanford, FL 32771. We need to provide enough rooms to 
cover our hotel requirements. We will have a drawing for a reward at the Mu State Saturday luncheon.

MORE NEWS:
1. Mu State had 14 members attend the US Forum in Washington, DC.

2. The 2016 Jesslyn McBride Leadership Seminar will be held from June 26 - 29 at the Orlando Marriott 
Lake Mary. Although applications were due with a March 1st postmark, they are still being accepted on-
site at each of the district meetings.

3. The new District Directors’ meeting will be held this summer at the Lake Mary Marriott. The date is 
still to be determined by the hotel.

4. The 2016 DKG International Convention will be held on July 5 - 9, at the Gaylord Opryland & Conven-
tion Center in Nashville, Tennessee.

“Planting, Watering, and Growing Our Society” 
Greetings from Gerry, Florida (Mu) State President

Mu State Continues to Move Forward

GREAT NEWS:     
Form 54, the Chapter President’s Report, was received from all our Mu 
State Chapters for 100% completion. Congratulations and much appreci-
ation to our Chapter Presidents, District Directors, and Mu State Execu-
tive Secretary Judith Mix for their work and dedication to our success. 
Mu State DKG sisters are the best!  
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2015 - 2017
Mu State Officers

President 
Gerry Hacker

pianosteel@hotmail.com

First Vice-President
Carol Ann Casey

caseyca@bellsouth.net

Second Vice-President
Dr. Nancy Henning

the_hennings@yahoo.com

Recording Secretary
Roxanne Berger

roxanne.berger@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary
Jan Stevens

hannahlucy13@aol.com

Parliamentarian
Fay Murphy

FayMurph@aol.com

Immediate Past 
Mu State President

Merle Jones
msjjones95@hotmail.com

Mu State Fall Workshop:  
September 23 - 24, 2016  

”Planting, Watering and Growing our Society”
“85 Years and Beyond:  

Advancing Key Women Educators for Life”

FRIDAY

7:00 – 7:50 PM  FRIDAY NIGHT WORKSHOPS

8:00 – 8:50 PM   FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIAL   
 
This is a wonderful time to meet with you DKG Sisters and share ideas, 
have fun, and enjoy refreshments. Mu State will recognize the new 
members who joined DKG between January 1, 2015 through Septem-
ber 12, 2016. Please send the new member’s name, address, phone 
number, email address, chapter, and her sponsor to: 

Gerry B. Hacker, President
Florida (Mu) State Organization

1216 Cordoba Court
Dunedin, FL 34698

727-742-0325
pianosteel@hotmail.com

These names can be sent to the above address upon their initiation into 
Mu State and their chapter. Our new members will receive a welcome 
certificate as a small gift from their Mu State sisters. Member sponsors 
will walk with their new members and introduce them to their Mu State 
sisters. Chapter presidents and district directors will also be recognized 
at this time. 

9:00 – 9:50 PM   FLORIDA DKG EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION  
   MEETING  

10:00 – 10:45 PM MU STATE CHORUS REHEARSAL 

SATURDAY 
 
1.   Executive Board Meeting: All chapter presidents must attend or 
send a representative in their place.
2.   Exciting Workshops: The Workshop Proposal form to present is 
available in this newsletter and due by the end of July to Carol Ann Ca-
sey, Mu State 1st Vice-President.
3.   Luncheon: Dr. Lyn Babb Schmid, DKG International President, will 
be our guest speaker. 

Special Note

Our theme this biennium is “Planting, Watering and Growing our Soci-
ety/Chapters.” We are well on our way! The support of every chapter 
is helping us grow and maintain our membership. I thank you for your 
hard work and dedication so that Mu State continues to be a successful, 
growing, and caring organization. Congratulations to our District Direc-
tors and members who help make their district meetings outstanding, 
informative, and fun!
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Moving Forward 
in 

Mu State Florida

Merle Jones,
Immediate Past 

Mu State President
msjjones95@hotmail.com

“Our ideas, like orange plants, 
spread out in proportion 

to the size of the box 
which imprisons the roots.”                  

Edward Bulwer Lytton

While driving along the scenic 
coast of Mississippi, I was 
enthralled with the wooden 
sculptures in the median. These 
sculptures are the creation of 
Martin Miller of Fort Walton 
Beach, Florida who volunteered 
to create a few sculptures from 
the remains of the live oak trees 
destroyed by the salt water surge 
of Hurricane Katrina. Instead of 
removing the splintered trunks 
that remained, Martin said, 
“...we’re going to put new life 
into them by adding a sculpture.”

Let us take an in-depth look at what we have left 
behind in our DKG chapters from past years. Think 
about reviving an idea, project or program that was 
enjoyable, beneficial, and successful. Did it add 
value to your chapter, individuals, the community, a 
school, or a charitable organization? Did we just let 
a good project be scrapped? Let’s not just bulldoze 
ideas, projects, or programs just because we have 
been there and done that. Successul ventures are 
worth repeating!

Old things, like old people, have value that may 
not be visible on the surface, as those splintered 
live oak tree trunks along the Mississippi coast, but 
when viewed from a new perspective, something 
beautiful may evolve.           

 Mu State Fall Workshop 
Featuring Dr. Lyn Babb Schmid

Dr. Lyn Babb Schmid, 2014 - 2016 DKG International  
President, will honor us as 
our Guest Speaker at the 
Saturday Luncheon. We very 
much appreciate and look 
forward to having her as part 
of the 2016 Fall Workshop. 

She will be available through-
out the Friday Night Social 
and Saturday sessions to 
“Meet and Greet” and to 
answer any questions for you. 
It is indeed exciting and an honor to have her visit Mu 
State. We thank and welcome her with open arms!

The Value of Membership
Linda Kennedy

Ceremonials Chairman

Ten little members, standing in a line.  
One disliked the president, and then there were nine.

Nine ambitious members, offered to work late.  
One forgot her promise, and then there were eight.

Eight creative members had ideas as good as heaven.  
One lost enthusiasm, and then there were seven.

Seven loyal members got into a fix.  
They quarreled over programs, and then there were six.

Six members remained with spirit and drive.  
One moved away, and then there were five.

Five steadfast members wished there were more.   
One became indifferent, and then there were four.

Four cheerful members who never disagreed,
‘til one complained and then there were three.

Three cheerful members.  What do they do?  
One got discouraged and then there were two.

Two earnest members, each enrolled one more.  
Doubling their number, and then there were four.

Four determined members just could not wait, 
‘til each won another, and then there were eight.

Eight excited members signed up 16 more.  
The rest is history, the chapter was re-stored.

When planting the ”Seed of Change,” their Garden DID 
grow!
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Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Mu State Fall Workshop / Executive Board Meeting

September 23-24, 2016
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Workshop Proposal

Each workshop will be 50 minutes in length. There will be three sessions. 
  Session 1 – Friday, September 23, 2016, 7:00 – 7:50 PM  
  Session 2 – Saturday, September 24, 2016, 10:15 – 11:05 AM
  Session 3 -  Saturday, September 24, 2016, 11:15 AM – 12:05 PM

Presenter(s): ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
 
Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________
 
Email: _________________________________________________________________________________

Best time to reach me: ___________________________________________________________________

Workshop Title: _________________________________________________________________________

Brief description or outline of your workshop: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________

Equipment needed, if any (WE PREFER PRESENTERS BRING THEIR OWN EQUIPMENT):
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

________LCD W/Sound

Room Setup (if possible): _______ Theater Style    ______ Classroom Style     ______ Screen
                        (with tables)

Note: Internet service not available in meeting rooms. You may bring your own “Hotspot.”

Availability for Presenting: _____ Friday    _____ Saturday    _____ Both    _____ Either

Deadline for submitting proposal:  Friday, July 29, 2016

Send proposal to: Carol Ann Casey
   Mu State 1st Vice-President
   2211 NW 103rd Avenue
   Pembroke Pines, FL 33026
   954-437-4468 (H)
   954-562-8948 (C)
   caseyca@bellsouth.net 
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Mu State Fall Workshop/Executive Board Meeting
September 23 -24, 2016 at Orlando Lake Mary Marriott

Registration Form
Please type or print one name per form.

Name________________________________Chapter_________________District______
Address______________________________City_____________State_____ Zip_______
Phone_________________________Email_____________________________________
Please check all that apply:
___Member      ___First time attending a state meeting   ___Current Chapter President
___District Director   ___State Officer or Related Personnel             ___Past State President
___State Committee Chair (Name committee)_____________________________________
___Special dietary needs (Please indicate)_______________________________________

A Pre-Registration fee of $60 includes luncheon.  Please make check payable to Delta Kappa Gamma.
Check number:__________________ (Refunds are available before September 22, 2016.) 
Send to: Pat Eckstein, 6939 Sylvan Woods Drive, Sanford, FL 32771
For further information contact Pat at pateckstein@yahoo.com OR 407-947-0824

Note:  Unless you indicate below, your attendance at this meeting gives permission for your photo 
and contact information (if needed) to be used in the Florida Rays or any DKG publication.
___Please do not use my photo or contact information in the Florida Rays or any DKG  publication.

___I will attend the Friday Night Social (8:00 PM) including dessert at no cost.  
Note: New members from January 1, 2015 - September 10, 2016 will be recognized at this social. 
Chapter Presidents, please notify Mu State President Gerry B. Hacker (pianosteel@hotmail.com or 
1216 Cordoba Court, Dunedin, FL, 34698, by September 12, 2016.  

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary, 1501 International Parkway, Lake Mary, Florida 32746
Directions from Turnpike:  Take I-4 exit, Exit 259 Orlando/Tampa, Merge onto I-4 East to-
ward Downtown Orlando, Take CR 46A exit, Exit 101A towards Sanford/Heathrow, Turn left 
onto HE Thomas Jr. Parkway, CR46A West, Turn left onto International Parkway, Turn left 
onto Heathrow Center Lane.   

Group Reservation:  DKG Society International, September 23 - 24, 2016 
Phone:  407-995-1100 or 800-380-7724
Fall Workshop should be over by 2:00 PM on Saturday.
Rates:  Single- $115      Double- $115       
   Triple- $115       Quad- $115       
Tax will be add tax.  Check in time is 4:00 PM.      
Members are responsible for making their own 
reservation. Each reservation must be guaranteed
with a first night’s deposit or major credit card.
Please specify the Group Name to receive your
group rate.

Refund Policy:  Cancellations, no shows, or early 
departure result in the forfeiture of one night’s deposit
 or a charge of one night’s stay to a credit card.

“Planting, 
Watering, 

and 
Growing 

Our 
Chapters”

See you on September 23rd. 
A great way to enjoy time with 

your DKG sisters.

Gerry



Attending the Gamma Nu Fashion Show/Fundraiser at the Port 
Charlotte Yacht Club are Merle Jones, Delta Theta Chapter and 
immediate past state president; Mary Lee Erhardt, Gamma Upsilon 
Chapter; Bernadine Allasee, Gamma Nu; Sam King, president of 
Gamma Nu; Carrie Frye, Beta Chi Chapter and US Forum SE 
Regional Representative, Zena Wotitzky, a Gamma Nu member for 
60 years; and Jan Stevens, Rho Chapter and state corresponding 
secretary.
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Members! Members! Members!
Experienced or Early Career Educator

HOW TO EMPOWER AND ENGAGE THEM

Sandra Smith, Membership Committee Member

A program called Conversation Communities is available through the 
DKG International website.

One area of the program is Mentoring Conversations, in which two indi-
viduals – one with five or fewer years of experience and the other with 
more than five years – will communicate, in an effort to give support to 
the newer educator. Both individuals will be in the same or a similar field 
and their conversations will occur over a one year period and be com-
pletely confidential.

The other area is called Community Conversations, in which groups of 
five individuals in the same or similar fields can network. These conver-
sations can be through social media with members across county, state 
and/or country lines. With whom would you like to converse? All you 
need to do is go online to www.dkg.org and check out the Membership 
Page. Don’t wait, read about how to sign up and become involved.

Another new area of excitement is the procedure for recruitment of new 
members. At a chapter meeting, members are given a prospect card 
and asked to write the name and contact information of an educator they 
would like to nominate for membership. The cards are collected, read to 
the group and a vote occurs at this time. A member of the Membership 
Committee mails a letter to the prospective members inviting them to an 
orientation meeting.  

What needs to be done to keep the new members? Please read the tips 
about orientation, initiation and the first chapter meetings. New members 
should immediately be given small jobs or committee assignments to 
make them feel included. These and many other tips can be found on 
the membership page of the DKG website. Whether someone is an ex-
perienced or early-career educator really makes no difference. All want 
to feel valued and involved. 

Call for Workshop 
Presentations

Mu State Fall Workshop
September 23 – 24, 2016

Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

It might be early 
spring, but Fall 
Workshop will be 
here before we 
know it. It is time 
to start consider-
ing how you can 
share your talents 
and passion for 
your special area of interest in the 
form of a workshop session at Mu 
State’s Fall Workshop/Executive 
Board Meeting on either Friday 
evening, September 23rd or Satur-
day morning, September 24th.
 
We are looking for a variety  of 
workshops such as “make and 
take” sessions, an exercise, relax 
or stretch session, your travels, 
technology, nutrition, hobbies or 
special interests, new teaching 
and educational techniques on 
the horizon or some “oldie but 
goodie” techniques that have been 
updated. Have you published a 
book recently that you would like 
to share with us? What is on the 
legislative/political scene that we 
need to be informed about? We 
are also looking forward to training 
and information sessions provided 
by our Mu State committees. What 
would you like to share? Don’t 
wait! SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL!
 
Deadline for submitting proposals 
for Fall Workshop is Friday, July 
29, 2016. Proposals may be ob-
tained from this issue of the Flor-
ida Rays, the Mu State website 
or me. If you have any questions, 
please contact:

Carol Ann Casey 
Mu State 1st Vice-President

caseyca@bellsouth.net
954-437-4468 (H)
954-562-8948 (C)

A Chapter Sharing Their Vision



From the Desk of 

Judith Mix
Executive Secretary

mixjutom@embarqmail.com

All DKG members are valuable 
members.  Everyone likes to be 
acknowledged.  Have you con-
tacted anyone this year when you 
noticed she was absent from a 
meeting?  Did you check to see if 
she was ill or perhaps needed a 
ride to the meeting?  Do you rec-
ognize the member who is always 
there early to make sure the meet-
ing place is ready and to greet 
members as they arrive?  Do you 
acknowledge the member who 
stays to help clean up and make 
sure everything is as it should be?  
Music at the meetings is import-
ant.  Did you say how much you 
appreciate the time and effort the 
musicians put in ahead of time so 
the music could be enjoyed? 
  
I have noticed in chapter meet-
ings and state events many of our 
members are mentoring our newer 
members. I see them introducing 
the newer member to others so 
the newer member feels welcome 
and has an opportunity to network 
with others. I see the members 
asking the newer ones to join 
them with the set up of meetings 
and the clean up after the meet-
ings. I see the newer members 
giving reports and leading the 
members in group activities. I see 
a mixture of our members leading 
and encouraging others so they 
will be ready for leadership roles.  

It takes all of this to keep a chap-
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ter active and growing and in so 
doing making DKG a vital part of 
education and also our personal 
growth.  I see many of you doing 
these things and I thank you for it. 
I urge all of you to make a sincere 
effort to thank the individuals that 
you see doing these things. Let 
me know if I can help you.

Focusing on Finance

Myra H. Ponder, Chairman
Mu State Finance Committee

The main objective of Mu State’s 
Finance Committee is to present a 
balanced budget to the Executive 
Board and membership every two 
years and to adjust that budget, if 
necessary. The Finance Commit-
tee is also responsible for seeking 
funds when requests are made for 
unbudgeted items that will make 
Mu State more viable in fulfilling 
the seven purposes of the Society.

Presently, there are two funds 
which are not being used for their 
intended purposes:  the Martha 
Robertson Harris Scholarship 
Fund and the Native American 
Fund.

The Martha Robertson Harris 
Scholarship Fund has been in 
existence since 1981. Interest 
earned is used to fund schol-
arships to Mu State members 
who are pursuing a Masters or 
Doctorate degree in some field of 
Southern History. Over the past 
34 years, there has been only one 
recipient. The fund which started 
with a $10,000 gift from Martha 
Harris’s husband, is now valued at 
$34,000. The Finance Committee 
is in the process of getting the 
appropriate paperwork done to 
lift the restriction and add these 
monies to the Mu State Scholar-
ship Fund. This is possible due 
to a statute passed by the Florida 
Legislature in 2012 that addresses 

funds such as this one. It allows 
the funds to be redirected in order 
to be put to better use. The name 
of the statute is:  “Florida Uniform 
Prudent Management of Institu-
tional Funds Act.” A motion will be 
made at the 2016 Fall Workshop/
Board Meeting in Lake Mary. If 
interested in knowing more about 
this act, please go to this link: 
Chapter 617 Section 2104 - 2012 
Florida Statutes - The Florida 
Senate.
 
 The Native American Fund is 
the other fund which needs to be 
rechanneled and will be highlight-
ed in the next “Focus on Finance” 
article in the Florida Rays. The 
Finance Committee will present 
ideas for the use of this fund in a 
workshop at the 2016 Fall meeting 
in Lake Mary. 

On a final and happy note, the 
Finance Committee reports that 
by the end of March, there once 
again will be Florida pins for sale 
at the same price as in the past- 
$3.00. Hopefully, they will be avail-
able for sales at District III on April 
9 and District I on April 30.

Share Your 
Successful 

Programs & Projects

from the January/February 
2016 issue 

of the Presidents’ Page

Do you have a program or project 
that has been successful or that 
was a favorite for your chapter? 
Share it with others by sending a 
picture and brief description (be 
sure to include the state organi-
zation, chapter name and your 
name) to the Operations Services 
Department at societyoper@
dkg.org. It will be included in the 
display at Society Headquarters in 
Austin, Texas.
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Mu State 
Communications and 
Publicity Committee

Notable News 
from District VI

Carole Morgan
District VI Representative

cmorgan50@aol.com  

Beta Upsilon, Sarasota, has 
been on the move, learning about 
early childhood to adult programs 
with tours and presentations at 
the Suncoast Technical College.  
Beta Upsilon member Beth Ellis 
welcomed chapter members into 
her five-star ranked Tech Tots 
Laboratory Preschool classroom 
and playground. The annual 
fundraising luncheon and bas-
ket auction for scholarships was 
held at Carrabba’s Italian Grill in 
January.

Gamma Alpha celebrated the 
season with an elegant Christ-
mas Tea, beautiful decorations, 
and decadent delicacies. Mem-
bers also took time to share and 
care for local children in need. 
In January, the chapter toured 
the Children’s Advocacy Center 
in Sebring and offered new and 
gently used books for children 
and teens.

Gamma Nu hosted “Literacy and 
Legislation,” presented by the 
chairman of the Charlotte County 
Public School Board. In January, 
members enjoyed a post-holiday 
social while learning more about 
one of the programs which they 
support, the “Dolly Parton’s Imag-
ination Library,” which promotes 
early childhood literacy. 

Gamma Nu held a record-break-
ing annual Benefit Luncheon and 
Fashion Show, “Reach to Teach,” 
with over 200 attendees at the 
Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club. Mu 
State and District VI guests joined 
the chapter in supporting the 
Grant-in-Aid fundraiser, which net-
ted over $1,300 in raffle ticket do-
nations and approximately $3,000 
for nearly 90 silent auction items, 
excluding ticket sales. More than 
$33,000 has been raised during 
the past six years for Charlotte 
County female graduates planning 
a career in Education. To date, 
sixteen students are receiving first 
year grants, and five are continuing 
their college educations. 

Awards Committee

Donna Heald
Committee Member

District I

Is there a member of your chap-
ter who has made a significant 
contribution to DKG and Mu State?  
Are there community members 
who have made significant contri-
butions to education through the 
media and legislative efforts? Your 
chapter can recognize their contri-
butions by nominating an individual 
for a Mu State Award. 
 
The Sara B. Ferguson Achieve-

ment Award is named in honor of 
the first Mu State President. This 
award, patterned after the Inter-
national Achievement Award, is 
given only to active members of 
the Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International who are outstanding 
leaders in education and have 
demonstrated outstanding ser-
vice to Delta Kappa Gamma. The 
deadline for nomination is Febru-
ary 2017.

The Media Friend of Education 
Award is given in recognition of 
significant contribution to educa-
tion through any media presenta-
tion which has impacted educa-
tion– article, interview, television, 
etc. This might be a print journalist 
or radio/television personality who 
has shown support for education 
in his or her work. The deadline 
for nomination is January 15, 
2017.

The Legislative Friend of Educa-
tion Award is given in recognition 
of a individual’s support of edu-
cation in the Legislature. Those 
who show leadership in address-
ing legislative concerns as well 
as elected representatives may 
be considered. The deadline for 
nomination is January 15, 2017.
Nomination forms and guidelines 
are available on the Mu State 
website under Committees > 
Awards. Now is the time to start 
planning your nominations by 
forming a chapter awards com-
mittee and being aware of those 
who are deserving of recognition. 
Remember that assembling the 
necessary documentation may 
take time, so do not delay. The 
Awards Committee is eager to 
review your nominations!

Send applications before the 
deadlines to:

Barbara Van Diepen, Chair
2400 St. Andrews Road

Hollywood, FL 33021
vandiepen61@bellsouth.net



on a website.  However, chapter 
presidents may share the default 
password via print materials or via 
direct email to chapter members. 

If you have any questions con-
cerning the new International 
website, your member ID number 
or the password, please contact 
your chapter president, the Florida 
Mu State Organization, or Society 
Headquarters at 512-478-5748.

The DKG Educational 
Foundation Selects 

Recipients

Ann Blosfield
Blosda@msn.com 

The DKG Educational Foundation 
has been busy awarding Seminar 
Funds to four states in the south-
east and northeast.  Illinois, Mary-
land, Pennsylvania and Virginia 
have all received awards ranging 
from $2,000.00 to $6,500.00 to 
help facilitate various seminars to 
be held during 2016. The Seminar 
Awards are given annually. If your 
district is planning a seminar, the 
Educational Foundation may be 
able to help with funding. The next 
deadline is November 1, 2016. 
 
If you are planning to attend the 
2016 International Convention in 
Nashville this summer, you won’t 
want to miss the fun, food, cele-
bration and the opportunity to min-
gle with friends, while supporting 
the Foundation at the Educational 
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Foundation fundraising event. 
More information is available on 
page 10 of this issue of the Flor-
ida Rays. Also, watch for it in the 
recent issue of the DKG News.
Members of the Foundation Board 
have just completed the selection 
of the New and Renewed Project 
applications. The deadline for their 
submission was January 3. Next, 
they will be working on selection 
of the Cornetet Individual Pro-
fessional Development Grants.  
Deadlines for their submissions  
are February 1, May 1, and Sep-
tember 1.

As you can see, the DKG Edu-
cational Foundation thrives on 
awarding money to educators in 
its member countries. Established 
in 1964, the Foundation has a 
501©3 status, making contribu-
tions to it tax-deductible. While the 
Administrative Board is a sepa-
rate entity, members of DKG are 
members of the Foundation. What 
better way to support education 
and educators than contributing to 
the Foundation, in honor of or in 
memory of someone? Donations 
are accepted from individuals as 
well as chapters.
  

Our Mission 

“The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International 

promotes professional and 
personal growth of women 
educators and excellence 

in education.”

Introducing the New 
DKG International 

Website:  
https://www.dkg.org

Mu State Communications 
and Publicity Committee

mustatecommunications-
committee@gmail.com

The new DKG International web-
site was published in January of 
2016. The website’s sleek, new 
design is tailored to provide quick 
access to Society news and infor-
mation. 

In order to provide cyber security 
and protect member privacy, some 
areas of the website are restricted 
to “members-only” and will require 
a sign in to access. 

To access the benefits of the new 
site, including access to the newly 
protected areas, members are 
encouraged to sign in using the 
“Sign In” tab in the upper right 
hand corner. 

Sign in Information: 

Members will use their member-
ship number as their user name 
for sign in. This number is located 
on your membership card. The ini-
tial password has been mailed to 
the Florida Mu State Organization 
and to all chapter presidents.  

For security purposes, DKG 
International has indicated that 
the sign in and password are not 
to be published electronically, 
i.e. not shared on a website or 
in a newsletter that is published 



Page 10                    FLORIDA RAYS                        Spring 2016

Nashville 2016 
Beckons with the 
Right Tools, Right 

Plan & Right Attitude!

2016 DKG International 
Convention

JULY 5 - 9, 2016

Gaylord Opryland 
& Convention Center

Nashville, Tennessee

Start making plans now to attend 
the International Convention in 
Nashville, Tennessee, from July 
5 - 9, 2016.           

This is a once-in-a-biennium 
opportunity designed to help you 
find fulfillment in your busy life. 
The convention will offer commu-
nity and connection, information 
and inspiration, motivation and 
momentum. When you and your 
chapter are equipped with the 
right tools, the right plan, and 
the right attitude, there is noth-
ing that you cannot achieve. 
That’s what the 2016 International 
Convention is all about. 

Enjoy Nashville with tours of 
Music City and experience the 
wonder of the Opryland Hotel. 
Don't forget to use the following 
event hashtags on social media: 

#dkgcon  
#DKGNashville2016  
#DKGtakesNashville. 

This is your convention. 
Don’t miss a thing!

DKG Educational Foundation Hosts 
Nashville Event at the Wildhorse Saloon

Cathy P. Daugherty
International First Vice-President

Educational Foundation Board of Trustees
emerita07@comcast.net

Dust off your western wear and boots as you pack for Nashville this 
summer! The DKG Educational Foundation (DKGEF) will sponsor Call 
Me Country at the world-famous Wildhorse Saloon during the 2016 
DKG International Convention. All DKG members and their guests are 
urged to purchase tickets when registering for the convention, either 
online (www.dkg.org) or using the registration form found in the January/
February issue of the DKG News.

Plan to spend Thursday evening, July 7th in the Wildhorse Saloon 
located in the heart of Nashville’s entertainment district. This three-
level historic warehouse has been converted into a 66,000 sq. ft. coun-
try music dance hall, restaurant, concert hall, and TV production site. 
Horse sculptures and murals dominate the décor with many positioned 
for optimal “selfie” opportunities! The extensive “all-you-can-eat” buffet 
on levels two and three features award-winning BBQ selections and 
numerous side dishes.

The first floor features space for performances by a live band and a DJ, 
as well as line dance instruction for those wanting to kick up their heels. 
Besides dining seating, the second and third floors include cash bars 
and a variety of entertainment venues ranging from billiards to shuffle 
board to big screen TVs. Use your visit to the Wildhorse as an oppor-
tunity to wander in and out of all the famous clubs and shops located 
in the area – with a ride home to the Opryland Hotel provided at your 
convenience.

  Your ticket ($165) includes:
  • transportation buses that will run every 20 minutes 
  between the Wildhorse Saloon and the Opryland Hotel
  • access to all levels and activities
  • entertainment with DJ, live band, line dance 
  instruction, dance floor
  • dinner buffet, and 
  • a tax deductible donation to the Foundation.

Purchase tickets for 
the DKGEF Call Me 
Country event on the 
Convention Regis-
tration Form and join 
your friends for a 
“get-down good time” 
at the Wildhorse in 
Nashville!



Nancy C. Ingram
Beta Phi Chapter
January 26, 2016

Nancy Ingram passed away on 
January 26, 2016, in Tallahassee, 
FL. She was born in Fort Payne, 
Alabama, on May 14, 1942. She 
was a lifelong educator. She 
graduated from Peabody Col-
lege of Vanderbilt University and 
from FSU with a master’s degree 
in speech therapy. She was a 
member of the Beta Phi Chapter 
of DKG. 

Connie Rankin
Gamma Alpha Chapter

January 27, 2016

Connie Rankin, 83, passed away 
on November 8, 2015, in Sebring, 
Florida. She was born on May 24, 
1932, in Berea, Kentucky. She 
moved to Sebring in 1966 and 
taught English at Sebring High 
School for 25 years. 

Lynn Schaefer
Beta Chapter
March 1, 2016

Lynn Schaefer died on March 1, 
2016, following a recent illness. 
Born in 1934 in Montclare, NY, 
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In Memoriam
Lynn moved to Hollywood, FL, in 
1946. She lived in New Smyrna 
Beach and graduated from South 
Broward High. She accepted a 
tennis scholarship to Stetson 
University in DeLand and gradu-
ated as an English teacher.  For 
30 years, Lynn taught in Volusia 
County Schools retiring in 1989. 
She earned a Master’s from Stet-
son. In 1989, Lynn retired from 
the Teacher Education Center as 
Director of Supervisor and Staff 
Development. In 1983, Lynn was 
Teacher of the Year in Volusia 
County and runner-up for State 
Teacher of the Year.

Louise B. Skramstad
Gamma Nu Chapter

January 6, 2016

Louise Skramstad, 92, was born 
in Harrisburg, PA on February 10, 
1923 and lived there for 53 years. 
She was a graduate of Mansfield 
University in Mansfield, PA with a 
BS degree in Home Economics. 
While teaching for 28 years, she 
earned the designation of Teacher 
of the Year for the East Penns-
boro Township, PA.  She retired 
to the Punta Gorda, FL area in 
1976. As a member of Gamma 
Nu, Louise served as chapter 
secretary and on the Cultural 
Affairs Committee.

Eleanor B. “Kris” Webb
Gamma Nu Chapter
February 13, 2016

Kris Webb, 93, of Punta Gorda, 
Fla., passed away Febrary 13, 
2016, after a brief illness. She 
was born on August 10, 1922, 

in Ericson, Nebraska. Kris and 
her family moved in 1926 to Live 
Oak, Florida. She graduated from 
Suwanee High School at age 16 
as valedictorian of her class. Kris 
attended Maryville College and 
Florida State College for Women 
graduating in 1945. She moved 
to Punta Gorda. She was a Home 
Economics and English teacher, 
and later became Dean of Wom-
en at Charlotte High School. In 
1987, Kris retired from her 39 year 
career as Director of Food Service 
for the Charlotte County School 
System. In 2015, she was recog-
nized by DKG for being a member 
for 60 years.

Betty Ann Williams
Delta Beta Chapter
January 12, 2015

Betty Williams, 94, died of natural 
causes on January 12, 2015, in 
Kathleen, FL. She came to Lake-
land as a small child in the mid-
1920’s, and she graduated from 
Lakeland High School and Florida 
Southern College. During World 
War II, Betty taught British flight 
students at Lodwich Field which 
is the present day sight of Tiger-
town and Merchant Stadium. For 
over 40 years, she taught in the 
Polk County School District and 
private schools. Before retiring in 
1986, she was the faculty advisor 
to many graduating classes at 
Kathleen High School.



Follow us on Twitter:  
@DKGMuStateFL 

DKG Mu State Florida Website
www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

Like Mu State on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
DKG-Mu-State-Florida-Organiza-
tion/128818413969052?fref=nf

DKG International Website 
www.dkg.org

The DKG Society International 
Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/dkgorg

Immediate Past International 
President Beverly Helms’ 

Twitter Account
https://twitter.com/bevhelms

Florida Rays
 

Members are encouraged 
to  email information to 
be used in the Florida 

Rays to Bonnie Kelley at 
MuStateEditor@gmail.com

    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1............Summer           
    September 1........Fall
    December 1.....Winter
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The  Delta  Kappa Gamma Society International                                                                                      Periodical Postage
Mu State Organization                                                                                         Paid at Tallahassee, FL                                                                        
     Florida Rays                               
Bonnie S. Kelley, Editor
MuStateEditor@gmail.com         
                                                  Postmaster
                                          Send address changes to                                        
                                              
                                            The DKG Society International                                                   
                                                      PO Box 1589                  
                                            Austin, Texas 78767-1589               

Folding the Florida Rays reduces the cost for mailing.
Thanks for your patience and understanding.

Find the Mu State website on the International website. Go to 
www.dkg.org, click on Society Websites, click on the U.S. Flag, 
and then click on Florida. Click at the top of the map of Florida for 
the state website and on the chapter name for a chapter website. 
You can also visit the new website at

www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

Future Meeting Dates

Mu State District Meetings

District III: April 9 
Plantation on Crystal River 

District I: April 30
Apalachicola Bay Charter School, 

Apalachicola, FL 

The Jesslyn McBride 
Leadership Seminar

June 26 - 29, 2016
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

DKG International Convention
July 5 - July 9, 2016

Gaylord Opryland Resort 
and Convention Center
Nashville, Tennessee

Mu State Fall Workshop/
Executive Board Meeting

September 23 - 24, 2016
Orlando Marriott Lake Mary

Chapter President
Form 6, Report of the 
Death of a DKG Member, 
is to be prepared by the 
chapter president imme-
diately upon the death of 
a member. A copy is to be 
sent to each of the follow-
ing:

Membership Services 
Administration
P.O. Box 1589 

Austin, TX 78767
or mem@dkg.org

Beverly Stagg
Mu State Treasurer

bastagg@hotmail.com

Dr. Peg Dunn-Snow
Mu State Necrology
3312 SW 51st St.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312
or pegdunnsnow@

bellsouth.net


