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Kathy Avery (Zeta), Anne 
Loomis (Gamma Nu), and Diana 

Encarnacion (Zeta) 
support World Fellowship.

JoAnn Kinder, Norma Thorn, 
and Katrina McMenamy provide 

music during luncheon.

Mu State President Gerry 
Hacker welcomes all members.

Mu State Treasurer Beverly 
Stagg provides workshop for 

chapter treasurers.

First Vice-President Carol 
Ann Casey thanks former 

International President Dr. Jensi 
Souders for her moving speech.

Angie Williams (Gamma Eta) 
promotes Leadership Seminar.

Jody Steward (Alpha Omega)
sells DKG license plates.

Jennifer Petuch, FSU, provides 
a stretch activity break and 

workshop.

Connie Kostyra (Delta Eta) 
announces the winners!

Planting, Watering, and Growing Our Society
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2015 - 2017
Mu State Officers

President 
Gerry Hacker

pianosteel@hotmail.com

First Vice-President
Carol Ann Casey

caseyca@bellsouth.net

Second Vice President
Dr. Nancy Henning

the_hennings@yahoo.com

Recording Secretary
Roxanne Berger

roxanne.berger@gmail.com

Corresponding Secretary
Jan Stevens

hannahlucy13@aol.com

Parliamentarian
Fay Murphy

FayMurph@aol.com

Immediate Past 
Mu State President

Merle Jones
msjjones95@hotmail.com

Moving Forward in Mu State Florida

Delta Theta Gets Results 
with the “Membership Recruitment Plan”

Merle Jones, Immediate Past Mu State President
msjjones95@hotmail.com

Like so many chapters, Delta Theta has struggled with a decline in 
membership, initiating one or two new members each year. Implemen-
tation of the new “Membership Recruitment Plan” resulted in the initi-
ation of five new members and three reinstatements at the November 
chapter meeting. Others expressed an interest in becoming members 
and some anticipate reinstatement of membership.

The chapter’s membership committee introduced the new “Membership 
Recruitment Plan” at the September meeting. Each member submitted 
the names of prospective members or former members for reinstate-
ment. These were contacted by the membership committee via email 
and a personal letter inviting them to attend an informal social hour and 
introduction to DKG. Delta Theta Chapter President, Ruth McCrary, 
hosted the gathering at home.  

Following the social hour, Dr. Beverly Helms, Amanda Adams, Renea 
McKenzie, and Delanie Pritchard, members of the chapter’s member-
ship committee, along with Merle Jones and President McCrary par-
ticipated in a discussion of the DKG Society – its mission, vision and 
purposes. Those who attended had questions and expressed interest in 
DKG and its work. Four signed their recommendation forms that night, 
and one who was unable to attend the initiation will be initiated at a 
future chapter meeting. 

Subsequent to the formal “social,” a brief orientation session was made 
available prior to the beginning of the next chapter meeting. Two inter-
ested educators, who were unable to attend the “social” at the home of 
the president, attended the follow up orientation and were initiated with 
the three who attended previously. Three former members who could 
not attend the meeting sent their dues.

Chapters are encouraged to implement the new “Membership Recruit-
ment Plan.” All information needed can be found on the DKG website, 
dkg.org, on the Membership Committee page under “Membership 
Recruitment Plan.”

The photo of 
the initiates 
from left to right 
include Jordan 
Newman, Kathy 
Nelson, Allison 
Hayes, Sheri 
Brooks, and 
Taura Brock.



Planting, Watering, and Growing Our Society 

Greetings from Gerry
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5 --1 -- 4--1 --3--2  These are the numbers of NEW and prospective members that I have found in chapters I 
have visited recently. Mu State members are committing themselves to help us grow. 

YOU EACH ARE IMPORTANT TO DKG AND MU STATE!  
When I have the opportunity to talk with guests at meetings, the responses I receive are always positive.  
Examples include, 
• "I've already filled out my application.”
• “Your chapter president has made this seem like something I really want 

to be a part.”
• “This sounds really interesting, I want to get to know more about Delta 

Kappa Gamma." 
How exciting it is see chapter members inviting their friends and co-workers 
to attend their meetings!

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes professional and 
personal growth of "Key" women educators and excellence in education. 
The life of the organization depends on you. Duplicate yourself by 
sponsoring a new member--that person will first look to you as their
leader. Each of you is a Key Woman Educator. 

Ideas that Work
• Sell the sizzle. 
• Stress that being asked to be a member is an honor.
• Tell YOUR story. 
• Share your gift. What do you do best, enjoy, and find to be a success? It doesn't have to be talking with a 

teacher. It may be to a friend who knows a teacher.
• Ask friends and people you associate with who they know that teaches.
• Visit schools. Make an appointment with a principal to see who they would recommend. 
• Ask family members and children if they have a teacher they really like. 
• Serve as a volunteer in schools. 
• Use the new "A Journey for Life" folders as an opener. They are free from International at www.dkg.org
• Promote the value and importance of education.
• List the benefits you have received since being a part of DKG. 
• New members want to be a part of your chapter and Mu State, so nvite them to attend Fall Workshop and 

Conventions.
• All of us do not succeed in the same way, but all of us are successful. Sharing your talents leads to "group 

success." 

BELIEVE IN YOURSELF AND YOUR ABILITY TO INFLUENCE OTHERS.
Mu State offers the opportunity to associate and share ideas with successful women educators. Why were 
you asked to become a part of our Society? Someone believed in you. We ALL can influence a key woman 
educator who is just waiting to be invited. Let members and prospects know you care.
   
EVERYONE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO SOMEONE.   
I ask you to attend state, district, and chapter meetings. Find, attend, and provide workshops. Become 
involved, share your talents, develop friendships between DKG sisters, and make everyone aware of their 
importance and need within our Society.

ENJOY! YOU ARE THE BEST! THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO TO MAKE MU STATE A SUCCESS! 
Love and blessings, 
Gerry 
pianosteel@hotmail.com
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Committee Information
Posted below are short versions of Mu State Com-
mittee goals. Chapters, please send me some of 
the goals and ideas your committees are using to 
promote your chapter, Mu State, and DKG. I will 
see that they are printed in upcoming issues of 
Florida Rays. We enjoy hearing of your activities 
and successes.
Many thanks,
Gerry 
pianosteel@hotmail.com
"Planting, Watering and Growing our Chapters"

Communications/Publicity
Debra Graff

debra.graff@gmail.com

The purpose of the Mu State’s “Communications 
and Publicity Committee” is to provide members 
with the knowledge and support that will assist 
chapters. District representatives are available to 
help with information. Questions may be submit-
ted directly to your district representative, or to the 
Committee’s general email box at 
mustatecommunicationscommittee@gmail.com.

Leadership Development
Dr. Carleen Spano  

cspano@comcast.net

The next Leadership Seminar will be held June 26 - 
29, 2016, at the Lake Mary Marriott. Attendees are 
chosen from application forms available on mus-
tateweebly.com. You will find this to be a MOST 
VALUABLE experience, so apply today. There is a 
limited number of participants who will be accept-
ed. If you attended the September Fall Workshop, 
there was an application placed in your packet. The 
Leadership Committee will also present workshops 
at the upcoming District meetings.  

Awards
Barbara VanDiepen  

Vandiepen61@bellsouth.net

Awards to be presented at the 2017 Convention 
include the following:  Sarah B. Ferguson Mu State 
Achievement Award, Media Friend of Education 
Award, Legislative Friend of Education Award, and 
Mu State Hall of Fame.

Membership/Expansion
Ann Blosfield  

blosda@msn.com

International President Dr. Lyn Schmid has a new 
plan that has already proven successful to increase 
membership. It involves a six-step process and can be 
found under the Membership heading on the Interna-
tional website at www.dkg.org. Support Early Educa-
tors, called the SEE Project, and Building Collabo-
rative Relationships or Networking Communities are 
priorities for DKG. 

Prompt notification of the death of a member (Form 
6) should be sent to Dr. Peg Dunn Snow at peg-
dunnsnow@bellsouth.net. This form can be found on 
the International DKG website (www.dkg.org). As the 
Necrology contact, Dr. Snow is in charge of planning 
the Ceremony of Remembrance and responsible for 
sending the yearly necrology report to International. 

Educational Excellence
Yvonne McShay 

ymcshay@gmail.com

The Educational Excellence Committee is comprised 
of various areas of importance to our organization.  
They are listed below with their contact emails:

Early Career Education 
Yvonne McShay, ymcshay@gmail.com

UN Liaison/US Forum/Legislation
Nancy Bentz, nbentz@aol.com

Schools for Africa
Connie Kostyra, conniecorvette@gmail.com

Emergency Fund
Sharon Wallen, swallen@dadeschools.net

Grant-in-Aid
Ruth Pridgen, repridgen@aol.com and 

Linda Zeller, lizedug8r@att.net

Program Planning
Lori Howard, Sugarcreek41@yahoo.com

Music/The Arts
Music- Linda Lovens

artsedkub@gmail.com
Art- Joann Higgins

gammanuhiggins@yahoo.com and 

Scholarship
Beverly Kelley

beverly.kelley@mcshsi.com
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From the Desk of 

Judith Mix
Executive Secretary

mixjutom@embarqmail.com

Do you know what is going to happen soon? It will soon be 
time for the district meetings. Many members are working to 
get ready for these meetings. The meeting place has been 
secured and workshops planned. Programs and signs have 
been printed. Sleeping rooms have been arranged for mem-
bers from out of the immediate area.  

There is a required double session for all incoming chapter 
presidents. If the incoming chapter president cannot make 
the meeting in her district, she must notify State President 
Gerry Hacker and let her know which district she will be 
attending. If that is not possible, she should have someone 
attend for her to take notes and take materials back.  Again, 
she must notify the state president.

There is also another required double session for all trea-
surers. Beverly Stagg, our state treasurer, will be giving 
instructions and guidelines for the treasurers. Again, if the 
chapter treasurer has a conflict with the date, she should 
contact the state treasurer to make other arrangements.

Workshops have been planned by some of the state com-
mittees, and other special interest workshops have been 
planned for members. There will be workshops for all chap-
ter members, so be sure to share the registration forms with 
all of the chapter members.

I will be helping and preparing information for the presidents’ 
workshops. It will be most helpful and appreciated if you 
send me your list of new officers and their contact informa-
tion as soon as they have been voted on by the chapter 
members. The sooner I have this information is better for all.

Now you have a job. Have you sent your registration? Do 
they know you are coming? Do they have you in the count 
for the luncheon? Does your district director know she can 
count on you and your chapter members to attend and 
make your district meeting a success?
 
I’ll be looking for you at the district meeting! Till then – 
Judith

The deadline for scholarship applications 
is January 15, 2016--Postmarked no later 
than January 15th or before.  Applications 
should be sent by certified mail to Beverly 
Kelley, 2026th  Ave., Apalachicola, FL, 32320.  
Scholarships of $2500 are available for work 
on advanced degrees. Website information 
for International Scholarships ($6,000 for 
Masters and $10,000 for Doctorates) is found 
at www.dkg.org.

World Fellowship
(See Page 8, Column 2)

Strategic Action Planning
Dr. Nancy Henning

the__hennings@yahoo.com

The SAP Committee is available to help 
chapters write and/or refine plans this bienni-
um. They hope to see all chapters SAP plans 
at the District meetings and will be there to 
help. Check the Mu State Website for sug-
gestions and tips.

International 
Educational Foundation

Ann Blosfield
blosda@msn.com

Applications and information for projects 
and the Cornetet Professional Development 
Award are at www.dkgef.org. The maximum 
award is $2,000.  Awards are available to 
member as well as non-member educators, 
both male and female. The deadline for sub-
mission is January 31, 2016. All contributions 
by individuals or chapters are tax deductible, 
and they can be made in honor or memory of 
someone.

FL DKG Educational Foundation, 
Inc.

Dr. Elsie Gross
elsiedgross@gmail.com

The Florida DKG Educational Foundation, 
Inc. has a tax-exempt status as a public 
charity under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code and is a not-for-profit corpo-
ration. The first Foundation awards will be 
made at the Mu State Convention in 2017.  
Information and applications will be available 
at the Fall Executive Board meeting in Sep-
tember 2016.
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Mu State 
Communication and 
Publicity Committee:

Spotlight on Chapter 
Communication and 

Publicity

Jackie Guthrie, Beta Iota 
District III Representative

Committee Member

Greetings from District III!
There’s an author in our 
midst! Sara Munson Deats 
of Beta Theta has just pub-
lished her twelfth book, Cats 
I Have Loved. It is available 
at eithier Amazon.com or  
barnesandnoble.com. For in-
formation about this interest-
ing book, see the link on You 
Tube for “Cats I Have Loved 
by Sara Munson Deats.”

Mark your calendars now for 
the Beta Omega Chapter 
Fashion Show to be held 
at the St. Petersburg Yacht 
Club on February 20, 2016. 
I have attended several in 
the past and have always 
had a wonderful time.

Alpha Chi Chapter works 
tirelessly on Saturday morn-
ings to provide tote bags 
and quilts for the Salvation 
Army Homeless Shelter.

Beta Iota has an annual 
silent auction in the fall 
to raise money for their 
Grants-in-Aid program to 
help deserving women who 
are seeking an education 
degree. 

On July 29, 2015, Mu 
Chapter sent a welcoming 
team of members to greet 
and present goody bags to 
new teachers in the Citrus 
County School system. At 
the August 3rd meeting for 
all Citrus County teachers, 
they had an information 
table armed with chocolates 
and pamphlets. Great ideas 
to entice new members! 

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE 
SEMINAR

Join fellow DKG members 
in Washington, DC, for an 
exciting and informative 
National Legislative Sem-
inar on March 13 – 16, 
2016. The incredible Kate 
Campbell Stevenson (view 
her website) will be one of 
the speakers. On Monday, 
March 14, five or more 
well-informed, active 
advocates/lobbyist will share 
up-to-date information on 
bills for the topics of human 
trafficking, bullying/cyber 
bullying, high stakes student 
testing, mental health/gun 
violence and pay equity for 
women.
 
Florida State Organization 
(Mu) will have 10 or more 
members attending. These 
delegates will spend Tues-
day meeting with Florida’s 
Congressmen/women on 
The Hill to advocate for 
women, children and edu-
cation. Please join us. Go 
to usforumdkg.org or Face-
book.com/DKG.US.Forum. 
For more information, con- Bonnie Ignico, Sam Tobias, Cindy Staten, and Bonnie Rybak say, 

“Make your life sweeter; Learn about DKG.”
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The Educational 
Foundation Has 

Opportunities for YOU!

Ann Blosfield
Blosda@msn.com

Be sure to check the DKGEF 
website for current resources for 
your use. This includes information 
regarding funding, professional 
development, the influence of the 
Foundation worldwide, and 
information on how you can 
become a contributing member.  

The Board of Trustees of the 
Foundation is currently reviewing 
29 new project applications and 
17 projects seeking renewal. Final 
decisions regarding funding will be 
made in Austin, Texas, on Febru-
ary 20 - 22, 2016. If you or an ed-
ucator you know (male or female; 
DKG member or non-member) 
would like to receive financial help 
with a project, the applications are 
online at dkgef.org. 

Four state organizations have 
received seminar awards for up-
coming seminars. These include 
Illinois, Michigan, North Carolina 
and Wisconsin. Details regarding 
seminar awards are online.

Do you know someone who 
would like financial assistance 
to attend a professional confer-
ence?  If so, once again, the 
applications are online at dkgef.
org.  The deadline for these 
Cornetet Professional Develop-
ment Grants is February 1, 2016. 

Please consider making a 
donation to the DKG International 
Foundation to help educators.  
These donations can be given by 
individuals or chapters in mem-
ory or in honor of someone. The 
International Educational Founda-
tion works to increase excellence 
in education and inter-cultural 
understanding. They are giving to 
educate the world.

Florida DKG 
Foundation Prepares 

to Award Funds
The Board of Directors of the 
Florida DKG Educational Foun-
dation is busy preparing the 
criteria, deadline, and application 
forms for Florida educators to 
apply for Foundation funding. 
Contributions to the Florida DKG 
Educational Foundation, which 
are tax deductible, will be avail-
able to be used for professional 
development and enable Florida 
employed educators to partici-
pate in professional seminars, 
workshops, conferences, lecture 
series, online courses, and other 
non-degree program opportuni-
ties. 

Awards may be used to pay 
for registration fees, materials, 
travel, lodging, food, and expens-
es related to the activity. DKG 
activities are excluded. Detailed 
information will be provided at 
each district meeting. 

On September 1, 2016, official 
application forms and information 
related to the application process 
will be prepared.  All materials 
will be available at the Founda-
tion meeting to be held on Friday 
evening, September 23, 2016, 
in conjunction with the Mu State 
Fall Executive Board/Workshop in 
Lake Mary. All DKG members are 
members of the Florida DKG Ed-
ucational Foundation and should 
plan to attend the annual meeting.

The deadline for applications will 
be January 3, 2017, and the first 
award(s) will be made at the Mu 
State Convention in April of 2017. 

Exciting News!
The DKG International Presi-
dent, Dr. Lyn Babb Schmid, has 
agreed to be Mu State’s guest 
speaker at the Fall Workshop 
held September 23 - 24, 2016, at 
the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary 
in Lake Mary, FL. There will be 
a Friday night social to introduce 
Dr. Schmid and provide members 
the opportunity to share ideas and 
questions with her. She is most 
interested in getting to know DKG 
members and is very knowl-
edgeable in ways to promote 
and maintain members and DKG 
chapters.

During the Friday night social, 
we will honor all new members 
who have joined Mu State during 
the this biennium from January 
of 2015 - September 15, 2016. 
The social will be from 8:00 - 8:50 
p.m. Dr. Schmid is dedicated to 
society growth and the value of 
the purposes of DKG. 
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Mu State Awards 

Deborah Thomas, Member
dwt3bton@aol.com

In Florida, there are people in the 
media and legislature, both local 
and/or statewide, who have been 
and continue to be strong advo-
cates for education. The Awards 
Committee would like to give 
special recognition to those peo-
ple by presenting them with either 
the Media Friend of Education 
Award or the Legislative Friend 
of Education Award at our 2017 
Mu State Convention. The com-
mittee needs your help in identify-
ing possible nominees.

We would also encourage chap-
ters to recommend prospective 
recipients of the Sarah B. Fer-
guson Mu State Achievement 
Award. This award, named in 
honor of Mu State’s first president, 
is given to active members who 
have contributed to the advance-
ment, growth and development 
of the Society and of education 
in the state of Florida. It is Mu 
State’s highest honor, and two 
will be given at the next 2017 Mu 
State Convention.
 

You have a year to give serious 
consideration to finding nominees 
for these awards. Even if you 
have nominated someone before 
and they were not selected, we 
encourage you to nominate them 
again. Details and all forms are 
available on the Mu State website 
or from any of the Awards Com-
mittee members. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to con-
tact Barbara Van Diepen, Awards 
Committee Chair.

World Fellowship

Myrna J. Santos, Chair
eslcare@aol.com

The World Fellowship Program 
began in 1946 as a project to aid 
women in war-torn countries. At 
the 1946 National Convention 
in San Francisco, four German 
women educators received funds 
from Delta Kappa Gamma to 
spend eight weeks of study in 
Sweden. And so began this enor-
mous opportunity for women all 
over the world who would other-
wise never had even envisioned 
these possibilities. 

To date, more than 900 women 
from 120 countries have received 
fellowships to enable them to 
pursue advanced study in the 
United States and Canada. World 
Fellowship also expands these 
young women’s expertise by 
acquainting them with the hosting 
nation’s culture and governmental 
policies. 

World Fellowship is not to be 
confused with Schools for Africa, 
a partnership among UNICEF, 
the Nelson Mandela Foundation, 
and the Hamburg Society, whose 
purpose it is to aid children in 
obtaining a quality education.

The generosity of donations, via 
individuals or through contribu-
tions from your Chapter, enables 
us to continue with this invaluable 
project. We do not receive any 
funding from dues collected.  

With a donation of $50 and con-
tact with one of the World Fellow-
ship recipients, the contributor (in-
dividual or Chapter) would receive 
the Silver Award. The Gold Award 
is given for a donation of $100 and 
also contact with one of the World 
Fellowship recipients. This contri-
bution is, of course, tax deductible.  
In order to do this, you would need 
to complete Contribution Form 43 
found on the DKG website. Please 
contact me for further information 
at any of the following:

  
Myrna J. Santos

World Fellowship Chair
3600 NW 82nd Drive

Coral Springs, FL, 33065
954-646-0361, or 

ESLCARE@aol.com.

The World Fellowship Committee 
consists of the following members:

Clancy O’Donnell (I), 
Pat Litterick (II), 

Marilyn Terry (III), 
Katrina McMenamy (IV), 

Diana Encarnacion (VI), and 
Stephany Eley (IV, Consultant). 

They will be visiting Chapters 
within their Districts throughout 
the State acquainting members 
with World Fellowship information. 
Fundraising ideas are always 
welcomed; our Sales Table at Fall 
Workshop earned over $200!  

With the assistance of Delta Kap-
pa Gamma and World Fellowship, 
women who could not otherwise 
move forward, are able to achieve 
their potential and attain a sus-
tainable career or profession, thus 
enabling them to be well equipped 
to pursue their dreams with knowl-
edge and self-assurance. 
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2016 Florida 
Jesslyn McBride 

Leadership Seminar

Terry Stanilonis,
Committee Member

tlstan@bellsouth.net

The Florida Jesslyn McBride 
Leadership Seminar to be held 
June 26 - 29, 2016, continues to 
accept applications from members 
interested in achieving personal 
and professional growth. Presi-
dent Gerry Hacker and District 
II Director Carolynne Fooshee 
attended a “Meet and Greet” with 
Chapter presidents and other 
District Leaders in St. Johns, FL, 
on October 18, 2015.

If you are interested in expanding 
leadership skills within the society, 
career development and/or ad-
vancement, or for personal growth 
(perhaps newly retired), please 
mark your calendars. A legacy 
endowment from founder and 
benefactor, Jesslyn McBride, 
assures that this Leadership 
Seminar will remain an affordable 
opportunity for Mu State members 
as it is held every other year. 

Participants pay a fee of $150, 
in addition to travel costs and 
Monday night dinner. The semi-
nar, funded through Mu State, will 
take care of hotel room fees, daily 
breakfasts, lunches, snacks and 
dinners. ANTICIPATION is the act 
of looking forward to a pleasurable 
expectation. As such, committee 
members have been planning for 
this event since this past summer. 
We predict  the 2016 seminar will 
exceed all participants’ expecta-
tions for an outstanding four days 
of building friendships, learning 
about all levels of the society, fine 
tuning career aspirations, and 
more importantly, taking time out 
for you. Please see your chapter 
president for an application today!

Ideas to Attract and Retain Members

Carolyn McGowan
Mu State Membership Committee Member

The Mu State Membership Committee will be sharing ideas for 
chapters to attract and retain members in its Membership Work-
shop at each District Meeting. The first District Meeting will be 
held Saturday, January 30th for District IV at Viera High School. 
Some ideas are listed below.

Attract New Members
Beta Chi Chapter has two unique ways to attract new members. 
The first project entails collecting new books for new teachers 
in the Seminole County Title I Schools. The books are distribut-
ed during a Staff Meeting where DKG members promote Beta 
Chi and hand out DKG brochures. The chapter also sets up a 
table at an Office Depot Star Teacher Morning Event in August. 
Members hand out DKG pencils and mints as well as answer 
questions about Beta Chi and DKG.

Beta Nu members purchase school supplies and invite all new 
teachers, especially beginning teachers, to attend a Shower 
for New Teachers. Each teacher gets to select supplies for her 
classroom. Beta Nu posts its upcoming meetings in school 
teacher lounges, inviting non-members to attend. Chapter 
members also participate as readers on March 2nd, “Read 
Across America Day.” The member purchases a Dr. Seuss book, 
reads it to the class, and then leaves the book with the teacher.

Gamma Kappa members keep inviting teachers to attend their 
meetings and become members.

Retain Current Members
Beta Chi has two community projects per year. Members 
choose the committee and the project they want, which 
increases interest and involvement. 

Beta Sigma Chapter has a phone tree.  They call members 
before each meeting. They also carpool to the meetings.

At each meeting, Gamma Delta members sign cards to send 
to members who are ill or have missed several meetings. Three 
or four members help the treasurer by calling those who have 
not paid their dues to let them know their membership is valued. 
Usually the “tardy” members respond, to avoid being dropped. 
This chapter also presents attendance awards at its Initiation 
Banquet.

Gamma Kappa Chapter invites all members to its planning 
meeting during the summer to get everyone’s input for ideas for 
the upcoming year.

You are invited to come to your District Meeting Membership 
Workshop to receive more ideas.
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Shirley Kay Bassford
Alpha Chi Chapter
October 17, 2015

Shirley Kay Bassford, 70, of 
St. Petersburg, passed away 
with family present on October 
17, 2015, after a hard battle with 
cancer. Born in Middletown, OH, 
she was a graduate of Florida 
State University and the Univer-
sity of South Florida. She was a 
school teacher for 42 years. Most 
of her career was at Gulf Coast 
Christian School and Shorecrest 
Preparatory School. 

Dr. Gladys Beisman
Delta Beta Chapter
October 27, 2015

Dr. Gladys Lang Beisman of 
Lakeland, FL, was born on Oc-
tober 1, 1918. In 1964, the State 
University of New York at Buffalo 
published her book entitled The 
Effect of Rhythmic Accom-
paniment During Teaching of 
Fundamental Motor Skills to 
Elementary School Children.

Marie Kirby Dale    
Delta Chapter 

September 14, 2015     

Marie Kirby Dale died peace-
fully in her home on September 
19, 2015. She was 85 years old. 
Marie graduated with a B.A. from 
FSU, and an M. Ed. from the 
University of Florida. Marie loved 
children, and she taught second 
grade at J.J. Finley Elementary 
School in Gainesville for nearly 
30 years. 

In Memoriam
Trina Bailey Del Valle

Epsilon Chapter 
October 21, 2015

Trina Bailey Del Valle, 70, 
passed away on October 21, 
2015, after a battle with brain 
cancer. She was a Miami native 
who graduated from Miami Senior 
High. She received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Education and a Mas-
ter’s degree in Mathematics from 
Florida State University. She was 
a well respected teacher at Henry 
M. Flagler Elementary School for 
45 years and received Teacher 
of The Year honors. Trina was a 
dedicated long-time member of 
Delta Kappa Gamma and held 
numerous officer positions in the 
local DKG Epsilon chapter. She 
enjoyed traveling and spending 
summers at the family cabin in 
Creston, NC.

Marguerite Doerr
Beta Sigma Chapter
February 17, 2015

Marguerite Doerr, 96, of Satel-
lite Beach, FL, was born in Alma, 
Oklahoma, on December 20, 
1918, and she died on February 
17, 2015, at Vitas Hospice, Merritt 
Island, FL. After working her 
way through college, she taught 

elementary school for 31 years in 
Florida and New York. She was a 
prolific letter writer and taught her 
family the value of snail mail. Until 
her death, she crocheted baby 
blankets for charity. She thrilled 
friends and family by making yeast 
donuts and cinnamon buns. 

Leora Fliss  
Alpha Delta Chapter
September 21, 2015

Jennifer Paquett Heneghan
Rho Chapter 

March 3, 2015

Jenni Heneghan of DeBary, FL, 
died on March 3, 2015 of a brain 
aneurysm. Born in Vermont, she 
moved to Florida to attend Stetson 
University where she graduated 
with a Bachelors in Liberal Arts 
French and Spanish and a Mas-
ters degree in Education. In 1986, 
Jenni began a 24 year tenure with 
the Volusia County School sys-
tem, where in 1993 she received 
the recognition as Volusia County 
Teacher of the Year. During her 
time with the school district, she 
held positions at Deltona Junior 
High as a teacher, Deltona High 
School as teacher and later athlet-
ic director, Heritage Middle School 
as assistant principal, and Com-
munity Learning Center West as 
principal. In 2010, Jenni accepted 
the role as principal at All Souls 
Catholic School in Sanford.
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Elaine Virginia Jackson 
Gamma Upsilon
March 2, 2015

Elaine Virginia Jackson of 
Sarasota passed away on March 
2, 2015. She was born in Chica-
go, Illinois, on March 12, 1923. 
She graduated from Ela Township 
High School, Lake Zurich, Illinois, 
and Northern Illinois State teach-
ers College (now University), 
DeKalb, Illinois. After graduation, 
she taught in Genoa, Lake Zurich, 
and Sandwich, Illinois. In 1965, 
she resumed her teaching career 
and taught home economics in 
Venice Junior High and Saraso-
ta High School until 1983. She 
served as president of Gamma 
Upsilon Chapter in the 1980s. 

Doris G. Jelsovsky
Kappa Chapter 

November 3, 2015

Doris G. Jelsovsky of Valrico, 
entered into rest on November 
3, 2015. She was a lifelong Bay 
area resident and a graduate of 
Hillsborough High School and the 
University of Tampa. She spent 
her entire career as an elemen-
tary school teacher, spending 
most of that time as a fifth grade 
teacher at Seffner Elementary. 

In Memoriam
IIdiko D. Matchus    

Pi Chapter 
September 17, 2015 

Ildiko Deak Matchus, 64, of 
Hollywood, FL, passed away 
suddenly on September 17, 2015. 
She came to this country with her 
family at the tender age of seven 
as they escaped during the Hun-
garian Revolution. Ildiko worked 
hard to put herself through school, 
becoming a teacher and later a 
media specialist. Her over forty 
years with Miami-Dade Public 
Schools was honored recent-
ly when the principal of Miami 
Jackson Senior High renamed the 
library there in her honor. 

Margaret Robichard
Beta Kappa Chapter 

August 19, 2015

Margaret Robichaud, 79, of 
Naples, died on August 19, 2015. 
She was born on October 23, 
1935, in Greenfield, MA. Margaret 
graduated from the University of 
Massachusetts and was married 
to Joseph.

Jane Finley Rose
Alpha Theta Chapter
November 13, 2015

Jane Finley Rose, 88, of Titusville, 
FL, went to heaven on November 
13, 2015.  She was born in Prov-
idence, RI, on October 10, 1927. 
She graduated from the University 
of Rhode Island, and she taught 
grade school in Rhode Island, 
Hawaii, and Florida. She was a 
member of the Coquina Retired 
Teachers, St. Teresa’s Woman’s 
Club, and a founding member of the 
local AAUW.

Elizabeth Sproull-Walker
Alpha Sigma Chapter 
November 22, 2015

Elizabeth Sproull-Walker, 103, 
peacefully passed away on Novem-
ber 22, 2015, in Jacksonville, FL. 
Born February 9, 1912, in Mitchell 
County, GA, she graduated from 
University of Georgia class of 1935, 
was Tift County Home Demon-
stration Agent and a teacher. She 
began teaching in 1950 for the 
Putnam County School System. 
She retired in 1974 as a home 
economics teacher at Palatka High 
School. In 2008, Elizabeth relocated 
to Westminster Woods on Julington 
Creek to retire.
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of ELC’s My First Books program. 
“My First Books supports families 
who help children to develop their 
early literacy skills,” said Dawn 
James, chapter president. “Teach-
ing a child to read is a gift that 
lasts a lifetime. Parents can be 
their child’s first teachers.”

Beta Alpha Chapter President 
Myrna Santos, and her daughter 
and Chapter Member Dr. Marlisa 
Santos, recently presented in
Durham, NC, at the South Atlantic 
Modern Language Association, 
SAMLA 87, "In Concert: Literature 

And The Other Arts Conference." 
Myrna served as the chair for 
her panel which was entitled "A 
House Is Not a Home- Teaching 
English Through the Arts.” She 
also presented her paper and  
presentation on “The Significant 
Impact of Enacting Scenarios in 
Language Acquisition.” Marlisa's 
panel title was “Representations 
of the Creative Process on Film,” 
and her presentation was entitled 
"I Told My Story Better: The Writer 
Character in Film Noir.” Kudos to 
both ladies who make Mu State 
proud!

Alpha Kappa Chapter in Talla-
hassee gave the gift of reading to 
dozens of children in Leon County 
in December. Sixty-six children’s 
books were donated to Leon 
County’s Early Learning Coali-
tion (ELC). AK chapter collected 
books at their holiday meeting. Dr. 
Rhonda Work, chapter treasurer, 
stamped the title page of each 
book with the DKG logo and Alpha 
Kappa chapter’s name. ELC puts 
its logo on the back of each book 
given away in its My First Books 
program.

In ELC’s Word Garden (from left), 
Travis Gordon, Gale Workman 
and Rhonda Work, both officers 
of Alpha Kappa Chapter, Morgan 
Evers and Matt Guse. Gordon, 
Evers and Guse are ELC staff.

Dr. Work and Dr. Gale Workman, 
chapter vice president, delivered 
the books to ELC’s Word Garden 
Giving Library. Each child who 
visits the ELC with her family se-
lects a book for her own. It’s part 

Members/Chapters Sharing Their Vision

Alpha Chi Chapter recently 
accomplished their goal to sew 
and present 19 quilts to brighten 
the beds of the children who find 
themselves seeking shelter at the 
Women and Children’s Family 
Shelter at the Salvation Army. At 
Alpha Chi’s October meeting, 
Salvation Army Major Bunky 
Fuller and Volunteer Coordinator, 
Gail Stark are shown accepting

the quilts from members Carol 
Moyle, Linda Kenefick, and 
Joanne Minke. Combining their 
passion for sewing and their 
compassion for children, the 
Alpha Chi Chapter supports the 
children of the shelter throughout 
the year, creating and filling Wel-
come Bags and sewing individual 
quilts that the children may keep 
as their own. 
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Attending the October 2015 Flor-
ida State Association of Parlia-
mentarians workshop were Delta 
Kappa Gamma members Helen 
Popovich, Faye Murray, Joan 
Soltz, and Vergie Lee Shaw. 
Helen blew everyone away 
playing “Who Wants to be a 
Parliamentarianbillionaire?” 

Members/Chapters Sharing Their Vision
Alpha Gamma Chapter kindly 
invited Gamma Nu’s initiate to 
join them in Arcadia on Decem-
ber 1, 2015, for a joint initiation 
service for fifteen new District VI 
members. Alpha Gamma warmly 
welcomed six new members from 

Hardee County:  Becky Carlton, 
Becky Clark, Julie Garland, 
Gloria Neel, Ashley Rigney, and 
Ella Wolgast. Eight new mem-
bers from DeSoto County were 
also heartily welcomed by Alpha 

Gamma: Colleen Antonovich, 
Danielle Backer, Perla Balde-
ras, Nora Cail, Nicole English, 
Micaela Hall, Devin 
Lipe, and Lori 
Miesner. Gamma Nu 
members of Charlotte 
County were very 
pleased to welcome 
Dr. Lois Carme. 

State President Gerry Hacker, 
Past State President Carrie 
Frye, and Kappa Chapter Pres-
ident Karol Gotte participated in 
Karol’s program designed to help 
members get to better know each 
other. Laughs were shared by 27 
members and four guests.

Beth Davis, Ed.S. and NBCT, 
of Pi Chapter was the featured 
author for Gryphon House at 
the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children con-
ference in November. Her second 
book, Hands-On Science and 
Math, was released in June of 

2015. The book has received 
3 awards since its release and 
is being touted as the ultimate 
STEM resource for early child-
hood. At the conference, Beth did 
over 600 science demos and set 
new records for conference sales 

by Gryphon House. Beth is the 
owner of Kids For Kids Academy 
(www.kidsforkidsacademy.com) 
in Miami and loves encouraging 
young scientists by using all the 
senses. To learn more about the 
book or to watch her teaching in 
her science lab, go to handson-
mindsoneducation.com.

Share Your 
Successful 

Programs & Projects

from the January/Febru-
ary 2016 issue 

of the Presidents’ Page

Do you have a program or proj-
ect that has been successful 
or that was a favorite for your 
chapter? Share it with others 
by sending a picture and brief 
description (be sure to in-
clude the state organinzation, 
chapter name and your name) 
to the Operations Services 
Department at societyoper@
dkg.org. It will be included in 
the display at Society Head-
quarters in Austin, Texas.



District II Update

Carolyn Fooshee, Director
ckfooshee@gmail.com

Mark your calendars now 
to meet at

Neptune Baptist Church
407 Third Street

Neptune Beach, FL
on Sat., March 5, 2016, for

FOOD, 
 FUN & 
            FELLOWSHIP!
EDUCATION, 
            ENJOYMENT &
                        ENTERTAINMENT!
THE DAY 
 AT THE BEACH   
                    WITH US!

District III Update

Bonnie Ignico, Director
vbignico@gmail.com

As the District III Director, I love 
visiting my chapters as well as 
receiving their newsletters. Each 
chapter has been very warm and 
wecoming to my visits. The news-
letters tell me a lot is happening 
with meetings, socials, and fund-
raisers. Due to the members, the 
common threads I see throughout 
are productive, positive, and pow-
erful chapters.

District I Update

Missy McCombie, Director
mcumbie821@aol.com

As District I Director, I want to 
thank all the chapters I have vis-
ited for their warm and generous 
hospitality! Of course, all of us in 
District I are looking forward to our 
District I Meeting in historic Apala-
chicola on April 29 - 30! Our theme 
is “Make Time for DKG,” and we 
are certainly hoping all of you will 
make time to come and join us.  
All 15 chapters have assignments 
and are working hard to prepare 
for a district meeting that will most 
certainly be worth your time. 

For those who arrive on the 29th, 
we will meet at Caroline’s in Apala-
chicola for a chance to visit with 
each other and enjoy a delicious 
dinner while watching boats and 
wildlife on the Apalachicola River. 
On the 30th, we will be meeting 
at the Apalachicola Bay Charter 
School for officer training, as well 
as educational and entertaining 
workshops. 

You may want to extend your stay 
through the weekend, so you will 
have an opportunity to visit Apala-
chicola’s unique shops, including a 
to-die-for chocolate shop, antique 
shops, historic district, the John 
Gorrie Museum, and many won-
derful restaurants. In addition to 
Apalachicola, St. George Island is 
only a few miles away where you 
can enjoy the beautiful beaches 
minus the high rises! Again we 
encourage you to come to Apala-
chicola and make time for DKG 
and for yourself!
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I would like to give you some examples 
of what some of District III chapters 
are doing as far as service projects, 
programs, and fundraisers. Alpha Chi 
works closely with the Salvation Army 
providing beautiful handmade quilts 
for the families at their shelter and tote 
bags filled with items for the children. 
Beta Iota help families in need during 
the holiday season. Beta Omega held 
a Holiday Boutique to raise money for 
the World Fellowship and will be put-
ting on their yearly Fashion Show as 
another fundraiser. Beta Theta worked 
a business meeting around Dress for 
Success and learned how to dress for 
your body type. Delta Alpha, at their 
November meeting, engaged a panel 
of experts to enlighten the chapter 
about volunteer opportunities in the 
schools. Gamma continues their ongo-
ing project with Alpha House. Gamma 
Omega has two projects planned. One 
is called “Clothes for Kids” which will 
donate clothes, shoes and backpacks 
to a school in Plant City. The second 
will be to continue donating supplies to 
HOPE Lodge. Kappa member Sheila 
Walker made another beautiful quilt to 
use as their fundraiser for their chap-
ter scholarship. They will start their 
second year with the Girl Scouts on a 
recycling project for a cancer charity. 
Mu gave 31 pairs of shoes decorated 
by their members to the school sys-
tem and wrapped Christmas presents 
for The Family Resource Center. I 
saved Delta Delta for last because it 
is their President’s theme that stands 
out: Stretching Your M & M’s – Mind, 
Muscles, Money, Mail, & Membership 
through Our Collaborations. Maria Via-
monte has asked her members to take 
on the challenge of reading 3 books, 
exercise 30 minutes a week, take 
$1.00 and stretch it, mail one thank 
you or a miss you note to a sister 
member, and invite one new member!

Just a reminder that District III is 
looking forward to our meeting at the 
Plantation on Crystal River. April 8th 
will be the sunset cruise, and April 9th 
will be the meeting starting at 8:00 
a.m. All information and forms can be 
found on the Mu State website.
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District IV Update

Beth Dewey, Director
edewey@bellsouth.net 

Ode to the Presidents of District IV

Thank you presidents of District IV
Who keep on doing more and more,
To promote the vision of DKG
And strengthen the cause for you and me.
At the meetings, you were welcome and 
warm
As my friends* and I did our best to inform
Your chapter members of our District 
Meeting.
Your help and support was never deplet-
ing.
Your chapter meetings were in different 
places
From libraries, restaurants, or due to the 
graces
Of a generous member who opened her 
home
So that we did not have very far to roam.
We bid in auctions, created a tote,
Listened to people who want us to vote.
The theme of one meeting was conquer-
ing stress
Of which all of us could use less and less.
But it’s the initiations of our new members
That my friends* and I will always remem-
ber.
A rite of passage complete with a rose
To honor new ladies whose names were 
composed
As candidates for a chapter in DKG.
Oh, thank you presidents from Aliana and 
me.
And now we look forward to January 30th.
Please register now, I hope you will 
cometh.
There will be fun, food, and friendship 
-- also a tour
At the “Find Your Space” Meeting of 
District IV.

*Many, many thanks to the ladies who 
so graciously traveled with me: Diane 
Scheuerer, Vicki Simms, and Susan 
Siemer.

District V Update

Nancy Marmesh, Director
nmarmesh@aol.com

District V chapters had many suc-
cesses during 2015. The key has 
been meaningful projects, dedica-
tion, and teamwork. In February, 
Epsilon and Omicron hosted a 
joint breakfast meeting with UM 
Care speaker, Dr. Lynette Estrada, 
talking about autism. Omicron 
used the proceeds from the sale of 
crafts and photos to fund Grants-
in-Aid to prospective teachers 
currently pursuing degrees. To 
support SEE, Pi gave gift cards, 
care packages, and encouraging 
notes to early educators. They 
also collected new shoes and 
socks for children at Chapman 
Partnership. Xi delivered toys and 
corresponding books to children at 
Hope South Florida for Valentine’s 
Day and Golden Books for God’s 
Little Lambs Childcare Services. 
Alpha Alpha did a fantastic job 
organizing the Broward Initition. 
Alpha Omega invited guest 
speaker, Nancy Bentz, in March 
to discuss important legislative is-
sues. Alpha Pi invited members to 
attend a “Painting for a Purpose” 
fundraiser last November. Fifty 
percent of the proceeds supported 
the St. Laurence Chapel Home-
less Day Shelter in Pompano 
Beach. Beta Alpha awarded a 
$300 Grant-in-Aid Scholarship to 
an exceptional high school senior. 
Beta Xi donated new puzzles 
to St. Mary’s Hospital Pediatrics 
Department in West Palm Beach. 
In 2015, Beta Xi supplied young 
patients with 200 puzzles all year 
through donations to Alliance for 
Kids. At a time of Thanks and 
Giving, Beta Zeta prepared food 
and spent time with families at the 
Ronald McDonald House in Miami. 
Gamma Beta held a Fall Festival 
and worked on the Tim’s Angels 
project. They collected over $100 
to sponsor an event for disabled 
young adults paying forward 
the generosity of a young man. 

Gamma Lambda supportsThe Kids’ 
Kloset with socks and donations. They 
also had a great meeting with Jim Pegg, 
the Director of Charter Schools for Palm 
Beach County. 

District VI Update

Norma Bond, Director
normal9728@hotmail.com

Being the District VI Director has been 
rewarding, interesting, and challeng-
ing. I look forward each week to the 
Monday Muse from Gamma Nu and 
appreciate the great job their president, 
Sam King, does keeping members 
informed. Their Fashion Show and 
Benefit Luncheon provides funds for 
their Grants-in-Aid to Charlotte County 
graduates majoring in education. Alpha 
Gamma hosts an annual yard sale. At 
one meeting, they decorated and filled 
baskets with interesting items donated 
by members and raffled off to provide 
funds for their projects. Alpha Delta’s 
planning committee meets during the 
summer, and the entire year is planned 
and distributed to members. At each 
meeting, they incorporate a charity in 
the program and each member brings 
items to benefit that charity. Gamma 
Alpha Chapter took on the challenge of 
selling DKG shirts at the state meetings. 
Beta Kappa holds yard sales in March 
and November, in addition to holding a 
Christmas Auction. Gamma Zeta packs 
book bags with food for children to take 
home on the weekends. I miss getting 
the newsletter from Gamma Upsilon.
Gamma Phi held their annual Christmas 
Brunch and Auction attended by North-
east Regional Director Kay Clausen. 
They fund a Recruitment Grant given 
to a female IMS graduate pursuing an 
education career. One recipient stayed 
through her Master’s Degree and even-
tually became a member upon returning  
to teach in Immokalee. Beta Upsilon 
and Zeta are active chapters with their 
presidents attending all state meetings.
 
We are looking forward to the District VI 
Meeting on Saturday, March 12, 2016, 
at the I-TECH Center in Immokalee. The 
theme is DKG Has a Passion for Fash-
ion. You will enjoy breakfast and lunch, 
interesting and informative workshops, 
entertainment, the basket raffle, and 
fellowship with your DKG sisters. 



Follow us on Twitter:  
@DKGMuStateFL 

DKG Mu State Florida Website
www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

Like Mu State on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
DKG-Mu-State-Florida-Organiza-

tion/128818413969052?fref=nf

DKG International Website 
www.dkg.org

The DKG Society International 
Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/dkgorg

Immediate Past International 
President Beverly Helms’ 

Twitter Account
https://twitter.com/bevhelms

Florida Rays
 

Members are encouraged 
to  email information to 
be used in the Florida 

Rays to Bonnie Kelley at 
MuStateEditor@gmail.com

    February 1.......Spring 
    May 1............Summer           
    September 1........Fall
    December 1.....Winter
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Find the Mu State website on the International website. Go to 
www.dkg.org, click on Society Websites, click on the U.S. Flag, 
and then click on Florida. Click at the top of the map of Florida for 
the state website and on the chapter name for a chapter website. 
You can also visit the new website at

www.dkgmustateflorida.weebly.com

Future Meeting Dates
Mu State District Meetings

District I: April 30
Apalachicola Bay Charter School, 

Apalachicola, FL 

District II: March 5
Neptune Baptist Church, 

Neptune Beach, FL

District III: April 9 
Plantation on Crystal River 

District IV : January 30 
Viera High School, Viera, FL

District V:  February 27 
First Baptist Church, Fort Lauderdale

District VI: March 12
I-TECH Center, Immokalee, FL

DKG International Convention
July 5 - July 9, 2016

Gaylord Opryland Resort 
and Convention Center
Nashville, Tennessee

Chapter President
Form 6, Report of the Death 
of a DKG Member, is to be 

prepared by the chapter pres-
ident immediately upon the 
death of a member.  A copy 
is to be sent to each of the 

following:

Membership Services 
Administration
P.O. Box 1589 

Austin, TX 78767
or email to

mem@dkg.org

Mu State Treasurer
Beverly Stagg

bastagg@hotmail.com

Mu State Necrology Chair
Peg Dunn-Snow
3312 SW 51st St.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33312
pegdunnsnow@bellsouth.

net


